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PREFACE. 



The reader is anxiously solicited, to 
\ remember, that the following Letters were 
intended by Captain Hanson to convey 
^ usefiil information to several of his friends 
^ in India, who proposed returning to Eng- 
land by the same route, at no very distant 
period; and as the certain, oi; probable, 
.:^ difficulties of the Voyage— the necessaries 
1 required for the Journey across the Desert 
"'' . — the dispositions of those on whom the 
stranger must rely; and, indeed, every 
-^ detail of this nature, is valuable only to 
a Traveller; it is highly probable the 
'^sort of minute information he has at* 

/^.tempted to communicate, wiU, by a ge- 
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IV PREPACK. 

neral reader, be considered uninteresting 
and superfluous. 

Under these circumstances, he is anx«- 
ious to arrest Wm ^dtJb^tHk0m for one moment, 
and explain to him, that t^e Correspond- 
ence in question^ ii uuiA never have been 
given to the press, if the circumstance 
of a Lady liaviog accon^lished this ardtt* 
4Ni3 and hazardous enterprise, had bq^ 
uk itself excited a degree x%f interest and 
•blictl^ideb that would never have beea 
befttbwed <ipon the Jouraqy ^f a mak 
tmvdler. 

On the arrival of Captain Hansoa la 
fimglandf he wa« soUeited by so taamuy 
of her Ladyship's iiieiids, to present then 
with copies of his Jouraal^ that he £amid 
hioMelf totally unable Co comply w^ 
their wishes^ except h^ «oiisented to piiat 
the Gofreftpoodettcei and give it a wider 
eirculatioiii thali he ai finC intended. la 
4oiiig this be noakes no iweteasions wha*- 
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PB£FAC£. V 

€ver to literary feme — ^he professes only 
to relate the particulars of what he saw 
and heard during his journey ; and as 
his motives are altogether exempt from 
the vanity of becoming an author, he 
trusts this Journal will escape the severe 
criticism so frequently bestowed on pro- 
ductions of this nature* 
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TO 



LADY NIGHTINGALL- 



MY DEAR MADAM, 

As I have been induced, at the solicita* 
tion of many of our mutual friends, to 
print the Journal of our progress overland 
from India, I trust you will not be dbpleased 
with me far dedicating this trifle to you.— 
It is placed, with peculiar propriety, under 
the protection of your Ladyship's name ; 
as I may safely declare, that mtich of the 
delight we experienced during our journey, 
was derived from the characteristic cheer-* 
fulness of your Ladyship's disposition, and 
that the interest which this narrative may 
possess, in the indulgent estimation of our 
friends, will belong to the consideration, 
that the fatigues, privations, and even dan- 
gers, we encountered during our long and 
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difficult progress, through unfrequented, 
and almost unknown countries, were endur* 
ed with unexampled patience and fortitude 
bya£ai»ale tiiavellar. For the frievidship 
and kindness I have invariably experienced, 
both from yourself and General Ni^t- 
ingall, I take this opportunity of offering 
my most affectionate acknowledgments. 
—I shall always remember the days we 
passed together, in the performance of this 
journey, amongst the most interesting and 
delightfli! of wy life ; and I have now a 
peculiar pleasure in imparting, through the 
means of this narrative, some portion of 
my gratification to the circle of our com- 
mon friejids. 

I am, my dear Madam, 
Most faithfully and 

aincerely yourS| 

J. HANSON. 
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A VOYAGE, 



To Lieut. Colonel Blacker^ C.B.Quafier'Ma8ler- 
General of the Madras Army. 

On board the Teignmouth cruiser, Kt Sea^ 
8th January, ldl9. 

My dear CoLONEii, 
As you eicpressed a very anxiods desdre that I 
should eommutiicate to you all the particulars of 
our Journey overland to England, and as the in- 
formation will possibly prove beneficial to those 
travellers, who, you say, are likely to follow by 
the same route, at no very distant period, I pro- 
pose, accbrdingly, to keep a Journal of our pro- 
gress, and transmit the same to you, in a series 
of Letters, after I arrive in England. — It cannot 
be supposed that I shall throw any additional light 
ifpon a subject, that has been already detailed by 
travellers of much greater acquirement and ob« 
servation than myself; but as my Journal will, at 
all events, possess the merit of authenticity, and 
as it is intended to be a faithful, unembellished 
narrative of facts, I trust, as such, it will prove 

B 
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acceptable both to you and your frieoHs, and be* 
come a useful guide to those gentlemen who pro- 
pose passing through Egypt in the year 1821. 
In pursuance, therefore, of this plan, I now copy 
the following letters from Mr. Salt, the Consul 
General at Cairo, and another gentleman, who 
proceeded through, ^gypt, by this route, in the 
months of March ahd April, last year. 



Pairp,Ja1y93, 1819. 
Private. 

Dear Sir, 
I received from my friend, Mr. T 



your obliging letter of the 18th of April, and feel 
great pleasure in answering your inquiries re- 
specting the passage through Egj^pt to Europe. 

The country, I am happy to say, remains in 
a state of perfect tranquillity, and an English- 
man, wherever he may happen to land, is sure to 
be received with attention. I have myself, a na- 
tive agent (Michael Maroli) constantly residing 
at Suez, who has strict orders to provide every 
possible accommodation, for strangers who arrive 
at that port; 

The passage across the desert in the cool 
months of January, February, March and April, 
is to be performed with trifling inconvenience, as 
any number of camels can be procured to carry 
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teoto, apd other acoop3Wo4attonsj the heat |(ie^ 
Imng by w means unpleasant;/ av^aa at nud day» 
and the only tbii^ to ' be guarded agaio/st keing 
thi^ i^ld air of the uight. A hcmdetf or paced 
dmkey, may always be proeured for Lady 
Nightingall, or if you bring your own horses, it 
will be easy to ride across, the distance being 
about seventy inJles of good bard road^ not of 
sandy desert, which may easily be accomplished, 
by travelling ten hours a day, in three day^n. 

The best way, undoubtedly, would be to ^end 
aa express, by droiiiedary^ immediately on your 
arrival at Soez, informing me of the circum- 
atauM, and I cpi^d then t^e means to make 
the passage across more agreeable, by sending a 
pr9per person ovef with horses, ^ciets^ a;id an 
interpreter. I use the word baudet instead pf 
plain Suglish asis (though it is really a fine ani- 
^[lal in Egypt) lest I should shock Lady Night- 
}|igf(l|, with the thought of mounting so ignoble 
an a^^imal. The delay, in case of sending an 
e^fil^Bs, would be only four or five days at far- 
thest, which, as the port of Suez is perfectly safe^ 
IP^ith smootl^ >ridipg, might not prove any severe 
li^rd^bip, but riit^er a re^ef a£l;er the fatigues of 

There is^ howeveri another jdan whic|i I 
should rather recommend, which was adopted by 
^r« Thaini|o% C^l^in Fitzolarepc^, and since 

b2 
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by Mr. Briggs. This is to stop at Rosmer^ 
\f hich saves a considerable portion of the voyage, 
thence to pass over to K6n^ (only four days 
march, good road) and embark on the Nile/ 
This route enables the travellers to visit some of 
the most interesting and marvellous ruins in 
Egypt, namely, Thebes, Beni Hassan, &c. &c. 

I have generally agents in Upper Egypt, and 
will take care, should the idea be adopted, to 
provide suitable assistance; a person living at 
K6n6, named Anderson, will, on being applied 
to, render any aid in his power, and the Com«- 
mandant at Kossier has general orders to furnish 
every thing necessary to the English passengers 
who may arrive. . 

The great point is to have a good tent, and^ if 
possible, a person who speaks Arabic. The. sea- 
son in Egypt, during the months I have men- 
tioned, is most delightful, and there is at that 
time no fear of the plague at Alexandria. There 
is also a fair chance of a man of war touching 
there at that season, which occurred on Major 
Moore's account, as well as on that of Captain 
Fitzclarence. ' Otherwise, vessels are contrnually 
sailing from the port of Alexandria for Genoa; 
Leghorn, Marseilles, or Trieste, as well as Malta; 
so that no difficulty is likely to be experienced in 
getting over to Europe. 

For myself, I beg leave to assure jou, that it. 
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will give me gve^t pleasure, if I eaft render you 
any assistance, ori otherwise, be of i^e to you on 
your passage through tb^ country, and I hope 
you will assure Lady Nightingall, thsit, as fair as 
our moderate meaps will allow, nothing shall be 
wanting for her Ladyship's accommodation, 
either in Cairo or Alexandria, in which latter 
place our ConsnU Mr. Lee, wiU, I am sure, like 
myself, feel a pleasure in contributing to her 
Ladyship's comfort. 

Lord and Lady Belmore spient. some months 
in Egypt during the last spring, and much en- 
joyed the climate. Hence they passed into 
Syria across the desert, a journey of ten days, 
which however they accomplished without any 
extraordinary fatigue ; so much has been magni- 
fied into a bugbear, a passage over the desert. 

I trust you will not let the unfortunate loss of 
the Bridgewater deter you from this enterprise, 
as.it was by ah accident that might have hap- 
pened in any sea ; but must chiefly be attriboted 
to the lateness of the season at which she arrived. 
The best season of departure from India^ is from 
December (which 1 reckon the vertf best) to 
February, beyond which I would not recommend 
you, on any account, to delay your setting out ; 
and during these months there is every reason to 
expect a quiet and favourable passage. 

If you should deem the general observations in 
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l^i$letter of Miyiiiteresfrto yaor Indian ftiendi, 
i heg yoa will make oae of it in any way yoa 
HMiy diink proper. 

I have the boaoiir to be^ with ra^ieetlul coa(r- 
fliittettta to Lady NtghtingaU, 

Dear Sir, 
Yeity ftkftfaftiUy and obediently, yonr^s, 
Henry Salt. 



Alexandria, 14th May, ldl8. 

My pear Sir, 

I ahotild not perhaps have sought to 
brkig myself to yoar reooUection so soon, or 
repeat my seme of your kindness to me at 
Bbmbay, as well as in ancient days, were it not 
that Sir Miles and Lady Nightingall might be 
informed of the circumstances of my jouraty 
hither, in case they sbonld be inclined to take 
the same route to England. It is not in general 
more expeditious than by the Cape of Good 
Hope, as there is no escaping a i»onth*8 qoa- 
r«nt^ at Maraeiiili^ or forty days at Legilom. 
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I tiee^ H6i( Ae^fib^ thi& vo^ag^ to Kmki^i whi«ik 
tDdk lis'iiearfy^seveii M^^^fi, ftimi* bavitig beM ^ 
moMb cM^tWO'kte in leaving^' Bombay v^ikttt 

ever ctfn be found to act as intecpreler ^ some' 
one BMist be brougIA irom Bom)»ay for that 
purpose ; as to travelling* oo ^rooie^lftries* (there 
are no camels in Egypt), it would bead visaii4e 
to malie a trial iu India^ to asoerlaiu if their 
movementa ean be endured ; a litter slung be-, 
(ween Iwe of them would be infitikely more safe, 
and easy tlian the awkward hurdle made S0nie«> 
thing like a houdah, si^h as I osed, w&ieh isa 
wretebed eontriv>anoey enougb to shake the bones 
asunder. Something of a better construction 
made with bamboois, and furnished with, cords 
rather than straps, should be brought from 
Bombay. Water for four days must be taken i;i. 
small casks from the ship, Mid 1 found roasted 
Ibwis did not become ill tasted in four diij^a ^ 
Ihe end of March* Charcoal musk he pnn^vide^ 
at KLossier, as no fuel ia found in tk§ ^eu(^ 
7he whole way is level and exoeUent, M 4fHf m 
BngKeh corriele, except about one hmuli^ 
paces at one place, and filky at an'ather^ H^^IW 
some large stones obstruct the paasaget bN^ 
might be easily TOmoTed. Vhere. is no tki^ qf 
being either phmdefaed ^ inaulted ; a am^Ulenl 
is neeestary ^ ^efeaee agaioat the beaflrf 
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'[Pte; JBurOpean dress is now ntber a j^qtootioii 

tban a difadvantage, because the Pa8lm9F prid^, 

bimself. on the facilities afforded to foreignen* 

I came nearly all thA^ay withoot either servant 

or interpreter, without observing the ^ghtest 

look of disrespect even on the confines of Nubja, 

where a few years ago, no Europeap qofild v^n-> 

ture^ unless attended by a strong military esport* 

la the Biban el Maluk, which was famed for 

robberies and murders* n^n and bpys have 

adopted another mode of obtaining your money. 

They run after you with antiques collected in 

the tombs, as much as the Ciceroni at Rome or 

Naples, and endeavour, not at all by cono^ulsioa, 

to obtain a sale for them. Tl^y never fix a 

price, but let you offer till they thinly 90 more is 

likely to be procured, and th^n they either accept 

or leave y^Hi quietly. It is. pleasing- to observe 

how ev^ry thing that tends to mutual advantage 

reconciles strangers to each other. French and 

Italians are welcome visitors at Thebes, and I 

was proud to find that our countrymen had a 

ptefc^ence. When I arrived at (Nd Ca[iro, early 

in the morning, some miles distant from oor 

consults house, I got a couple of asses to convey 

me to New Cairo. When advanced a little 

way, thedriyers, who merely k^ew tbftt I was. a 

Prank, insisted upon making a bargain for 4he 

conveyance. I bad, neither sufficient Arabio or 
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knowled^ to satisfy tbem and myself, but wbeo 
I Cold them tbey sboald be paid by the Englisb 
ooQsnl, diey went on ch^rfnUy • ^ The other 
Franks they know are not ^te so liberal, no tbaC 
reflection tended to abate my exuH^^tion, aa4 
make me qnestion whether it be quite right to 
bribe tlie good wilt of stach people, by. raising the 
prices to others who may not be able to afford 
the exp^ise. 

At Gen6, or Kenah on the Nile, boats are 
readily found to proceed either up or down the 
river, which is so shallow after December, that 
only small ones can be used ; they are called 
kanjahs, and have a very low cabin, only ad* 
mittiDg. people to squat like tailors, or recline on 
a bed. They should be cleared as much as pos- 
sible from fleas, which here are wonderfully 
sharp set. The crawlers are only disgusting to 
Europeans, for like the Israelites, they prefer the 
flesh-pots of Egypt. No wine is to be found 
until you reach Cairo ; but plenty of milk, fresh 
cheese, sheep, kids, fowls, and* pigeons, all along 
the Nile. Most of the inconveniences would, 
however, be avoided by going directly to Suez. 

At Kenah, Mr. Anderson, the custom master, 
who speaks French and Italian, will receive you 
at his house with hospitality, and provide boats, 
&t!. to whom may be offered any small present, 
not in money, and some ^buaies to his tervants. 
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Th« clinmte here k deltghifkl erf en ncpw, and a 
^reat coat wculdl not be itieonvcnieat id the 
house till ten a^loek m the day. Tl» plague in 
here, birt not in a violent degfree. I embark to- 
ttiorrow in an English vessel for Marseilles ; and 
after having writhed through tombs and the re- 
cesses of the pyramids, 1 am astonished at my 
ductility and perseverance. 

With the most sincere wishes for ymir happi* 
ness, and that of our mutual friends, in India^ I 
ev er, my dear 8ir, 

Yonr's gratefully and truly. 
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VOYAGE 
160MBAY to SUEZ. 



January 8tb^ Idld. 

JdlAyiNG thus, my dear Colonel, eommenced 
my relation, I shall proceed to state to you, that 
Sir Miles and Lady Nightingall embarked 
yesterday evening upon the Teignmoutb, Com«* 
pany's ship of war, commanded by Captain Hall, 
and immediately sailed out of Bombay harbour. 
His Excellency is accompanied by Captain 
Charlton Tucker, of his Majesty's 22d Dragoons, 
late his military secretary, and myself. 

As nautical anecdotes are not likely to be in- 
terestingy either to you, as the reader, or to me, 
as the writer of this Journal, I propose only to 
note down the remarkable events that may occur 
during our passage to Suez. I shall however 
specify the winds that prevail, and the distance 
run each day, as this will prove 'acceptable ia- 
formation to the travellers^ who propose follow- 
ing us by the same route^ 
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Lat. 18' 9' N. long. 70* 51' E. distance run 
since 4 o'clock yesterday evening, 134 miles ; 
course S. 69 W. thermometer at noon 80% wind 
from N. W. by N. to N. E. and by E. 

January 9th, 12 o'clock. — Lat. 17*" 47' N. 
long. 68" i; E. course S, 83" W. 172 miles, wind 
from N.N.E. to E.N.E, thermometer at noon 

sr. 

January lOM, 12 o'clock.— Lat. 17* 27' N. 
long. 65" 45' E. course S. 82" W. distance 138 
miles, wind from N.E. to E.N.E. thermometer 
iBit noon 79". 

January 11«A, 12 o'clock.— Lat. 16* 66' N. 
long. 62"50'E. distance 178 miles, course S. 
80" W^ wind from N.N.E. to E.N.E. ther- 
mometer at noon 77". 

January 12th, 12 o'clock.— Lat. 16" 24' N. 
long. 59" 50' E. course S. 80" W. distance 183 
miles, wind from N. to N.N.E. thermometer at 
noon 77". 

January ISth, 12 o'clock.— Lat. 15" 51' N. 
long. 57" E. course S. 79" W. distance 174 
miles, wind from N.E. to E.N.E. thermometer 
at noon 78". ' 

January \4th, 12 o'clock.— Lat. 15" 24' N. 
long. 54" 24' E. course S. 81" W. distance 158 
miles, wind E.N.E. thermometer at noon 78^ 

Having this day passed the parallel of longi* 
tude of the East end of the island of Sucotra, 
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we may be said to have entered that arm of the 
sea, wbich separates the coasts of Arabia and 
Africa, and terminates in the Straits of Babel- 
mandel, leading* into the Red Sea. . 

This is the .position, in which the piratical 
Dows are said to cruise, during* the months of 
February, March, and April, to intercept the 
trade between the Red Sea and the western ports 
of Jndia. This trade is carried forwieird to al 
Tery considerable extent with Surat, from which 
poi^ a fleet generally sails, about the ' end of 
February or heginning of March,' and if unpro- 
tected by couToy, would certainly prove' no 
match for the predatory force that is likely to be 
waiting for them. The Dows in question cruise 
in fleets of ten, fifteen, and twenty sail, and are 
said to carry from 200 to 400 fighting men 
each; — ^these marauders are principally Caffres 
from Mosambic[ue, mixed with a few Abyssinians« 
Their cruelty is excessive ; they invariably mur- 
der every European who is so unfortunate as to 
fall into their hands, and seldom spare any 
person, even of their own colour. But a very 
short time since, a brig from Madras, laden with 
ordnance stores, was cut ofl^ by these ruffians, and 
with the exception of a boy, who afterwards ef- 
fected his escape to Bombay, every other person 
on board was murdered. * - 

The settlements and strong holds of these 
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pimtes ai« «ituataid m both shtafs of the Peraoji 
Qidpb, where, diving ^be Ifs^ three or four y^ars, 
tliey kav^ aoqjoired such poosiderable 4r€^g% 
that they have becomp seriously formidaU? to. 
tbe trade of the n9rth-7V€stem port$ of India: 
1^ may be remenibered, that Ooiauel IJm$l 
Smiths of His Majesty's 6^h regt. eoiumapded 
as ei^peditioD against these pirates, in the ye^s 
1809-10 ] and, although the services of this force 
were very considerable, yet subsequent eyents 
have jproved, that the check they sustained upon 
the oecsusion w&s iiisu^ciecd;^ They are now 
said to be in as gre^ fprce im ever;--4beir 
fltmngest holds are Ru&elkhyma aud RqmgJ^f oa 
^ ;4rabiaD shore, and lAngin and Charak pu 
the Persian coast ;— they have also another ooo- 
f^iderable post at JLaffp on the island of Kishm^ 
which IS also situated in the Persian Gnlph* 

Their extirpation was contemplated by the 
Bombay government during the last season, but 
the unsettled state of India rendered it impossible 
to spare troqps for this service. 

Ms^or Creneral Sir William Grant Keir wouI4 
have commanded the force destined to root out 
theso pirates, and fis thjs gallant officer is still 
the person ivboo;! the supreme govenuuent wi^ 
select for conducting this arduous service, thie 
result may be easily contemplated. 
. Junmry l&th, 18 o'clock.— Lat 14*^ 80' N. 
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loqg, ^V6V Xi.co^ts|t^. ?0- W. dbtanoeies 
.miloB) wind from H.E. JU>jB},N.@. tWipcAM^t 
at noon 78% 

The sea this forenoQp afi/f^pin^d a gre^o}^ np^. 
pmvsmoi^, wd wB/,|^s^ed » good de^l of w^ed, 
bc^th of wbicb cirpi^«isti»ice0 denote the vicinity 
of Und. 

January iQtL — ^At 10 o'cloc]c this moroipg w^ 
discovered the h^gh land in tb^ neigbbourbpod qf 
Cape Bogasbaw on tbe co^^t of Arabia Fc^i)^ 
which proves Captaii^ Hairsi cbrpnoog^ter tQ b^ 
correct within five miles} there were three other 
time ^pieces in tbe ship, but they differed so much 
in their results, that their rates must have been 
either incorrectly taken^ or the watches must be 
in very bad repair. 

The coast of Arabia is in tbi^ part very moun- 
tainous ; in dear weather it might be seen twenty 
or twenty-fiv^ leagues. The water has become 
remarkably smooth, and we are not without hopea 
that we shall double, Cape Aden by to^^iaovrow 
evening. Our progress across the Arabiiui sea 
has been exceedingly pleasant. We carried 
royals and studdingsails the whole way, and the 
wind, as will appear by this Journal, blew steadi- 
ly from the Eastward. We shall not have com- 
pletedour ninth day until four o'clock this after^ 
noon, by which, time we afaall not be f^r^lhrai 
tbe parallel of Sajbar, on tbe Arabkn oout^ 
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January 16<*, 12 oWocAr.-rLatitude 13* 4Sf 
North, Long. 49' 6' East. Course S. IfS" West. 
Distance 172 miles. Wind from N.N.E. to E.N.E. 
Thermometer at noon IV. 

Almost every headland on the coast of Arabia 
Felix is incorrectly laid down in Arrowsoiith's 
chart of this part of the world. Strange to say, 
even the latitudes are in some instances wrong. — 
I therefore insert the correct latitudes and longi- 
tudes of the following points, which a ship is like- 
ly to make in coming from the Eastward. 





Correct Lat. 


Correct Lon. 


CapeFartash . . 


15°27'N. - 


.52* 20' E. 


Kisseen Point . . 


15 19 N. 


3(1 50 E. 


Cape Bogaskatv . 


14 20 N. 


49 26 E. 


Cape Aden . . . 


12 45 N. 


45' lOE. 
64 \53 E. 

• \ 


Is.Sttcotra,E.Pt. 


12 22 N. 


Incorrectly laid down 




Lat. 


LonA 
51* 27'^ E. 


CVipc Fartash . . 


15° 48' N. 


Kisseen Point . . 


correct 


50 24 k 


Cape Boga^haw . 


14 6N. 


49 18 E. 


Cape Aden . . , 


12 39 N. 


45 21 ]^. 


Is. iSucotra E. Pt. 


12 6N. 


53 ,48E> 



January nth. We have been passing the 
coast to the eastward of Black Point this fore- 
noon, which is remarkable from its light bro\i^n 
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arid appearance. We were rather toa sanguiDe 
in our hopes, as the obseryation at 12 o'clock 
told us we were still to the northward of Black 
Point. 

12 o' Clock.— IM. 13" 21' N. Lon. 46" 68' E. 
Course 6. 78' W. Distance 136 miles. Wind 
from N. £. to S. E. Thermometer at noon IT. 

January 18f A.-— -Without assuming a tone of 
romantic description, I am desirous of detailing to 
you the particulars of a most awful and interesting 
erent* which occurred this morning to the Hon. 
Company^s ship of war, Teignmouth, and which 
involved, in a most alarming degree, the fate of 
every person embarked upon that vessel. 

It will appear by this journal, that yesterday 
we were in latitude Id"" 21' N. and in longitude 
46* 63' E. ; consequently by Horsburyh 36 
miles to the rorthward of Cape Aden, and only 
90 miles distant from it. We had previously 
experienced a very considerablecurrent to the 
southward, which had carried us a point or two 
to the leeward of our course; and. in the con- 
viction that this current would increase as we 
approached the Straits of Babelmaodel, Captain 
Hall directed the officer to steer only W. half S. 
during the night, and to give him the earliest / 

intimation of approaching the land. I was my* ^ 

self very uneasy at these orders. I did not con- 
sider the /wee, of the current by any means so 

c 
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cwtftki } and as t iira« IWly satisfiid tlMro coifld 
bft no harm io steer kig^ a /t«2« farther from the 
shore^ I went to b6d at half-past ten o'clock with 
my mind mach disturbed. I was according^ 
awoke about o»e o^clo<^ in the moriitng, by the 
ship striking vvA&oAj on the ground } and the 
voice of the officer of the watch calling to the 
steersman to put the hel«i *^ hard a stmhtmrdr 
Instantly aware of the terrible misfortune that 
had befallen us, I leaped upon deck, wh^re my 
fe»s were, unhappily, confirmed. The ship had^ 
literaHy ran into the sulrfof an extensive beaoh; 
upon wbidithe breakers^ in almost every direeliotir 
promised us inevitable destrootion* '< S^ wHlg^ 
off I She Witt fo o^/" said Captain Haii; 
Imt every hope of the kind was speedily dispelled. 
She began to beat with frightful violeaca upon 
the sand ; and the surges, as they rolled upon 
us, seemed to fix her there for ever! 

Mo language of mine can possibly convey |m 
idea of the feelings thirt assailed me at this aaxi* 
otts memcttt It appeared to me that the ship 
eonld not possibly hold together m m alarming m 
stt«atiM,<^we were oast upon a barren and »• 
hospitaUe shore on ike coast of Arabia Fehs:;««. 
The boats were incapable of saving more than 
ono half of the m-ew; and the neacesl port at 
which we oonld possibly receive suoooHr, waa 
more thai^ IM miles distent* With these hcrvi* 
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riUe feelings upon my mind,' I retartied to the 
cabin to dress myself, for the worst conaequeqc^s 
that mi^a^bt ensue, and I there met Lady Nigt^in* 
gall, who had by this time become settsible of ImK 
danger. She had with some di£Bctalty procured 
a light, and was dressong hereelf with a9 mn^h 
expedition a« sh0 could command, amidst the 
uproar and confosion that prerailed-*— hut as ithe 
exemplary fortitude of this high-«iioded woman 
will be fully displayed in'the cobrse of this oar* 
rative, I shall here content myeeK wttfi stittiitg, 
that in ^ fen minutes she was dressed, and upon 
deck, to cootewpkatfe the horrors %faat scirrouttded 
her« 

It was BOW half-past one in ike moruing ; die 
moon i^ne brightly ; and the ship having had 
royals and atndding sails set when she strmck^ 
had aduaUy forced herself within a few yards of 
the beach. 

The booms were si^Meedily dirown of*ef boaid to 
lighten the ship. The bomts wen hoisted itet, to 
chrry michors kild deep water, and indeed et^ry 
dn^ waa perforlned with a rapidity thut «il*pt4sed 
mo beyond measure. The stream anchor wai 
first tahen artera, hwl lAisknmediately disme kame ; 
it waa then Wlawed hy a iiwet anchor; but ikm 
water had already failen to tenfoitf and tkut an«* 
ehar piored equally filMtlei^s. I%e'ihip kbw- 
tiper bemmie iniiiy fixed im tlie sand, and had 
c2 
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ceased to thump ; bat alas ! sbe drev^ Jaurteenfeei 
and a balf water, and there were only ten feet 
along-side. The efforts of the crew, however, did 
not for one moment abate — they proceeded stea- 
dily and systematically with their work. The 
ship was completely unrigged — the sails were un- 
bent — a raft was constructed of the booms that 
were thrown overboard, and at day-light in th^ 
morning, the Teignmouth was exhibited a com- 
plete wreck, with hardly any thing standing, ex- 
cept her lower masts and topmasts. 

It will be difficult for me to describe the sen- 
sations with which I first beheld the coast of 
Arabia Felix, and the feelings that occupied my 
mind, when I endeavoured to look forward to our 
future destiny. We found that we had been cast 
in the middle of an extensive bay, without the ap- < 
pearance of a human habitation to cheer our des- 
pondency, nothing but bleak hlach, arid moun- 
tains before us, raising their summits to the 
clouds, and mounds of desert sand, without 
a Made of verdure or vegetation. I certainly 
Bever beheld any part of the world so thoroughly 
barren, or where so desolate an appearance pre- 
vailed, and on this inhospitable shore we conti- 
nued gazing until about seven o'clock in the 
fflomiDg, when we first beheld a human being 
walking along the beach, and coming towards 
us — ^he appeared to be a wretohed savage, with 
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hardly any covmngt and seemed to be ga2« 
iflg with wonder at the object before him ; as he 
came near the ship he slackened his pace, and at 
tength seated himself upon the ground with his 
face towards us. This man was soon afterwards 
joined by three or four others, who were followed 
by a woman, more respectably cldthed^ who all 
appeared to contemplate our situation with won- 
der and curiosity. These beings, however savage 
their appearance, did certainly excite no small 
degree of interest in our minds ; first as proving 
that the coast upon which we were thrown, was 
not totally uninhabited, and secondly as assuring 
us, that under any circumstances of extreme dis* 
tress, we might obtain information of our dis* 
tance by land from Mocha, which was the near* 
est friendly port to which we could repair for sue* 
cour. Meantime, however, every arrangement 
was going forward for lightening the ship ; the 
guns, shot, andiron ballast, were ^thrown over* 
board, with buoys fixed to them, the gun carri* 
ages and other weighty articles were removed to 
the raft, and as the high water mark upon the 
b^ach, j^mised a considerable rise of tide, very 
atnguine hopes were entertained,. that we had not 
struck at high water, and that if the weather con- 
tinued moderate, we might yet be able to heave 
the ship off the shoi^e. 

At about eight o^clock we were still further 
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encouraged by the i^ppearance ^ tcf» cMneb 
with riders vpon tbem, who apparently eame 
from the Tfiteriof, and opon loolLing ftiore altett* 
tWely to tke north part of tbe coast, we ihont^l^ 
we eotdd discover die tops of trees, to some 
considerable extent, as of a place tolerably wM 
iakftbtteck — alt these circamstaiices combi»edv 
certainly convey^ed some rcKef to oar minds. 

At aboDt nine o^clock tbe tide began to 
rise, and vpon the result of our exertione 
every mind was feed with the most intense 
anxiety, duarter masters' were placed at the 
gangways and sten^ to report the depth of 
' water; tbe eapstem was manned by tlie stoutest 
seamen in tbe ship, and the rise of every indi of 
water was pfoclaimed with an anxiety of feeling, 
to which I am incapable of doing jnetioe. 

Wo had grenncbd, however, at one o^clock in 
the morning, and as onr depth had not yet mft* 
teriaUy increased, we had the melancholy re^ 
flection of .knowing, that we most have struck 
nearly at high water, and that this circnm"- 
stance would of course increase the danger and 
difficulty of our situation ; if therefore tife watet 
dhd not rise sufficiently to float her, during dm 
htehe hours after she struck^ it was reasenaliAa 
to calculate that we should never float agaitti 
and that tbe Teignmouth was flxed there for 
ever? 
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Hie ti^ eotftiftued to flow mitil fiAi&ttt hM^ 
p«st dewtk o^tlodki wheft to 6W i^iyow and 
cBmiay, it ceased altogetber, at about nine feet, 
two inches of water. We made att effort t«i 
moi^ her at that time, btrt im lofgfbt as weU ha^e 
attempted to mote the beaeh tipon wh\<ii ^he 
WM eait. The a^cbms came home, and we 
were obliged to abaadon the attempt attogetker. 

The ship, as I iKive already slated, Afefwfofur- 
teenfeetf rist inches abaft, a«id wlien gokig* iato> 
dock at Bombay, widk>itt ao artk^ of any jLind 
tm board of her, ahe oocdd only be ligfafteiied \» 
ten feet^ six inches. Under these drCUiDstaiices, 
it waa matiifiest 4o Bfiy apprefaOMfon, that our 
fate was iaietiitaUte, and tbat it waa thansfore 
biiKfiog tfepeK^ aa to consv^ upon the meana^ 
oiasfl adviaable to be adopted, atnler tbe pffasuma 
erf our periiooa aitoatioa. Aa yet wei bad JIad no 
eOBommncatiOA of any kind witk the shore. 
Tire aMf appeared to beat with conmderaUe 
^iolen^e npcm the beacb, and as m^ k»aiedisrt?a 
apprsbMsiofi waa enlertatued of the ship going 
to pieoes, it was not deemed necessary to take 
any of the boats fracn emptoyment wbieh was 
caMidered mcMAr moife essemtfaL It was at this 
melaneboiy monteirt, after oar efforts bad totally 
failed^ thai the foMfitadeaf poor Lady Nightia^ 
gift ibr a moment gate way«^*4ears forced a 
pattlage^ m spite of her effiMts to sappress them ; 
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and I bdieve there was hardly a man in the ship 
who could have trusted himself to console her : 
even at this melancholy proof, however, of our 
perilous situation, her fortitude only sunk for a 
moment. She quickly recovered her strength of 
mind ; and it was only by the fullness of her eye 
that you could discover the painful feelings that 
assailed her. She had dressed herself in her 
Arab dressj to be prepared for tbe worst Con- 
tingency ; and she continued silently seated upon 
the quarter«deck, giving us an example of fe* 
male fortitude that every man present could not 
fail to profit by. 

The General had almost silently contemplated 
our unfortunate situation from the moment we 
struck at one o'clock ; he had also prepared for 
the worst that might occur, and endeavoured to 
cheer Lady Nightingall by assurances that we 
should tfet get off; when, however, he saw 
that the forenoon's tide was leaving her, and that 
the highest water was but nine feet two inches, 
he then-agreed with me in opinion,, and consider- 
ed our case entirely hopeless. Under these cir- 
cumstances, he consulted with me upon tbe dif- 
ferent plans that suggested themselves to his 
mind— they were three in number: The first 
was to send Lady Nigbtingall in one of the 
ship's boats to Mocha, distant by sea about 1.60 
miles, and procure assistance from thence (as 
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there were not sufficient boats to carry as all 
from the wreck) whilst the guns, ammunition^ 
and stores, would enable the crew to defe&d 
themselves in a tenable situation on the beacb^ 
until succour should arrive. 

The second was to construct a raft for that 
portion of the crew who could not be received in 
the boats, and thus to proceed by sea to Mocha. 

The third was to proceed Inf land to Mocha, 
to obtain carriage, if possible, from the people of 
the country, and to fight our way, if necessary ; 
sending as much property as we could save in 
the ship's boats. 

Of these three plans, I concurred in opinion 
with Sir Miles Nightingall, that the^r^f was 
by far the best. Witli the ship*s guns, and the 
quantity of ammunition and provisions in store, 
the crew were capable of maintaining themselves 
for an immense time against any force the country, 
could oppose to them ; and the distance by sea to 
Mocha being very short, it was reasonable to cal* 
culate that speedy succour might be obtained. — 
This would be the means of saving the property 
on board, whilst the journey either by land or by 
water, would be extremely hazardous and difficult, 
especially as the inhabitants of the country were 
likely to oppose our march. Under these cir- 
cumstances, it was therefore determined, that 
Lady Nigbtingall, her two servants. Sir Miles, 
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ObttrftGNii Tocker, %mA inyMifi shmM procMd kt 
mitt cutter te Moclia, wMi m iii«tty ttiM as tb§ 
Moldrafely liolil ; and tbfft w« should sMd us* 
sistM^e Ipom thmoe m speedily as p^M^Ma^^ 
The hopes and expectatiMs^ liowever^ of pMir 
Hall appeared to increase vvitb ow difficulties : 
he went forward with his officers m the steady 
prosecatioB ef bis duty. The fWs aad opmioits 
of his friends were but spurs to action ; and at 
six o'clock in the e?emn|f the Teignmonlh was 
aearly emptied of ei^ry thing she oontained^ — 
But to proceed regularly with the detail of our 
adventures — at about twelve o*cledc, the aumher 
#f spectators bad consid^^My inefreased Upoir the 
heacbi and three men, after waving tlieir cletils» 
appeared desirous bf nt^twtog on boafd. We 
kmeiecttately encouraged them by similar »gw 
to pay tts a visit, and they aceordingty left the 
jbere«>^wo of the three w^*e driven back by the 
sorf, but the tlntd sMceeded in reaehiog the raft 
alongside, from whence he was taken on board* 
This man appeared to be a fisherman, of a re-« 
toatkably pleasing cottD«efiaoce> and was ksmte^ 
diately rewarded with tv^^ dollars ^ his l^me^ 
riiy< We had several people on board who could 
speak Arabic } but as his language was a ear«^ 
rupt dialect of that tongue, it was witbthe greats 
est difficulty he coukl be understood. At length, 
however, by dint of signs mid gt^MbOeS) we tm« 
1 
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der^o0rf ffotn hitiv, tbiit there wai ft considerable 
town not fM* dkrtadt^^bat the cooiitry wm ander 
the dominion of a Sultaun, who was absent in 
dkfe Jimgle ; and that^ if ni^ pleacied, be wxmld 
proceed immedtately to that tewn^ and give io^ 
fermalaoa of onr peritom sltoation. We told kim 
in i^eply, that if he wonld go there, and proeme 
five or MX boats, we wooM reward bioi hand- 
somely. He then asked as for a written pcq^j 
Slating, ** that the great man would not belletie 
bis infb^madion withoot some proof e( the 
kind :'' upon which I wrote for him as he desiiied^ 
that '^ the Honorable Company's eraiser Teign- 
mouth, bad stranded upon (he coast, and was 
in want of immediate assistanice/' This paper 
I delivered to him, and he was on the point of 
relmtifng on shore, when ik second man, eneochi* 
raged, »e doubt, by the euocess o# the other, made 
his appearance on board, deti^ing the same stery^ 
and receimg tile same reward for bis trooUew 
They were accordingly associated in thettfission; 
and after promising to return immediately, they 
famnched themsetvee^ into the surf. 

During the whole of this period, the ship lay 
perfectly q[uiet in the sand, and the apprebensiom 
entertained of her falling over upon he^ eide 
was happily removed ; ae we felt assured she had 
made berself a bed where she would Ke withoul 
aukiomg any damage, wfaibt Am weatber coa^ 
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tinued moderate. This was fortoDately the case, 
as the sea outside the surf was literally as smooth 
as a milUpood. 

At about three o*clock we had dinner served 
upon deck ; but it is needless to say, that the 
corned pork^ and roast chickens^ had very sparing 
customers. Lady Nightingall still kept up her 
spirits most surprisingly ; and we discussed the 
plan of proceeding to Mocha in one of the ship's 
boats ; but as poor Hall still seemed sanguine in 
his hopes, notwithstanding the disappointment he 
had already sustained, we determined at all 
events, to await the result of the night* s tide, and 
adopt no preparatory measures until the following 
morning. We accordingly contemplated the 
scene before us with ardent hope^ but Jeeble ex- 
pectation. The sailors and officers were inde- 
fatigable in their exertions. Hall attempted to 
eat, but the food appeared to choak him ; and 
after taking some wine and biscuit, he went for* 
ward again to labour. 

At about four o'clock, the messengers were 
seen returning along the beach — ^fears were en* 
tertained by some of our friends, that they might 
prove deceitful, but I augured well from the cir« 
cumstance of tlieir asking for a piece of written 
paper. This request could only be suggested by 
honesty, and if they had no intention of perform- 
ing' their promise, they would have considered it 
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totally snperfluoas. At about half-past four, they 
arrived on board, aod by dint of signs, and the 
assistance of a subidar of the Marine Battalion, 
who understood Arabic, we learnt that they had 
taken the note to the chief of the villag^e, by 
whom it was immediately dispatched to the 
Sultaun, some distance in the country. The mes- 
sengers further told us that the chief of the vil- 
lage would send us assistance immediately. 

Whilst they were yet speaking, we saw two 
camels, with armed riders, appear over the sa«d^ 
banks, and upon the fishermen perceiving them, 
they immediately exclaimed that assistance; was 
GOffliing, and pointed out the two caniels in ques* 
tion. After getting close to the beach, three 
men (almost naked, but armed with matchlocks 
and spears) descended from their camels, and 
came forward upon the beach to hail us. This 
salutation was immediately returned, and I had 
some intention of going on shore to meet themi 
but as the party did not appear very rei|>e€table, 
I was induced to abandon it. Things remained 
in this state for about half an hour, when another 
party, much more respectable, was seen coming 
along the beach. It consisted of four people 
dressed like Indian banyans, who were ridifig 
upon camek, attended by about twenty matchi 
look meiiy one of whom was liding upon a horse 
and appeared to be the chief. 
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As soon «s tbiB pftrtj ftrrivad on the |>Q«eli9 
opposite the ship, they abo hailed as, and it then 
became, in mj opinioo, aecessary that we siioaid 
have some personal cotninanicatioii with them'. 
I therefore proposed to ike General to go od 
shore, and take my chance in the surf, as I am 
a tolerably good swimmer, and woatd elolhe my* 
self lightly, to guard against acbidents. Lieoti 
Rogers, of the ship, offered to share the advm* 
tore along with me, and we aocordiagfly pre- 
pved to disembarks 

The Geneitd coBsetrted with some hesitation 
to my propoeal, as he Uras by no means satisfied^ 
that any good would rteolt from it ; any moasmn^ 
however, was worth attempting, as it wto essen^ 
tial to know how far we were from Aden and 
Mocha by land-*— what aasistaoce We were likely 
lo obtain from tlie inhabitants of the country^ 
and whether the surf eootd be safely passed in 
^e ship's boats. I aecordingly received my in-* 
$tmctiona from Sir Miles, and the joHy4Miat 
being manned, with the snbidar for an inter# 
preter, we iiboved off from the Teigomouth. 
' Our landing was by no means so difficirit as 
vie had apprehended ; the crew were very es«« 
pert in the aoanagement of the boat, dmdi a£* 
tor a ooptoas bathe we jumped np to^ onr Moka 
in thei water, and sucotaded in gnimng th4 
shore. 
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On our apiMx>ach, the vkob iF^rtj n» amd 

sftlaaaied to us ; tbey a|i^ared ditpodecl toitreat 

IIS with civility, and to my great joy I found 

the banyan spoke Hindoostany perfectly : this 

at once removed the difficulty of interfn^ta* 

tioD, and after some little parley, I told bim wAi& 

W€ nmre^ wheiice we had eome^ and as^iared him^ 

in the name of the Burrs^h Sahib, on board, that 

a very handsome reward dbouid be g^iven if ten 

boats were sent to our assistance. He told me, 

thai he woold report my message to the vakeeU 

and he thmi pmnted out to me in the midjst of the 

group of matchlock men, the most cut-threat 

looking rascal I ever bdield in my life. He wat 

as Mti€k «f a okilf with a rag tied rooad ht« waist, 

and a piece of blue cotton cloth thrown ever hit 

shoulder, nearly as forbidding as bis countenance. 

Be appeared to be about fifty years of age, with 

a small budiy beard at bis chin, but no appewr* 

anee of muscular streugtfa or activity whatever. 

He sat in the oaidst of his savage group, smoking 

a hMle hubble^ and listening with apparsal 

iodiflrerenee, to the communseation the banyan 

was maktiig to him in his own langoagei and 

as the flame indifference seemed to characteriae 

the whole of his party, I confess I expected vesy 

little success fram my oegoeiation* At lengthy 

after some conversation, the banyan returned to 

me, and asked '' what I vi^uld give," desiring 
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me to name the amount f I told bim, that I did 
not know what was proper in these eases, bat 
that as he was acqaainted with the customs of 
the country y and had professed himself attached 
to the English, he might assist me by suggesting 
the proper sum. His reply was, that he was 
completely under the dominion and totally at the 
mercy of these savages, and that he would as- 
suredly have his throat cut if he appeared to 
espouse our cause in the most trifling degree. 
This was certainly most disagreeable informa- 
tion for me to receive, and I confess that when I 
looked at their ferocious countenances, I thought 
the fact exceedingly probable. I therefore of- 
fered him 100 rupees for the use of four boats, 
100 rupees present ta himself, a handsome dress 
and sum of money to the vakeel, and the ex- 
pences of the men employed in the boats to be 
defrayed. With this proposal he returned to the 
black ruffian, whose countenance, whilst be re- 
ceived the message, plainly indicated that he 
thought us completely in his power. After further 
conversation and smoking, he returned with a 
most moderate proposal from the vakeel, *• that 
we should pav him 2000 rupees !^ for landing our 
property on the l>eaeh ; that he would give four . 
hustag^ and two banyans as pledges for its se* 

» ♦ £2W). 
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eurity, and that when y^e bad succeeded in get^ng^ 
the isbip again afloat, be would deliver over 
our goods, and we should return the hostages." 

Whilst the banyan was delivering me this 
message, the vakeel left his rascally group, and 
said something to me across the banyan, which L 
interpreted, ^^ that this was his last proposal/' 
The banyan further told me, that there were nq 
boate on the coast, except small fishing jboatsy 
and that they could not ppssibly be used, for th«^ 
purposes we required of them. 

Here» therefore, ended the negociation ! 1 
saw at ojice that th^ business could not be ad- 
justed, and that the banyan had belied his first in- 
fonnatiqn, '' th^ boats cpuld be procured,"' and 
as I did not think myself perfectly safe whilst I 
was jn the i power of th^se cut-throat looking 
scoundrels, I prepared for another swim« Whilst 
I was. going dowp to th^ boat, however, I An- 
gered to see if any further accommodation could 
b9 obtained, espec^ially ^ I. saw them in earnest 
conversation with, each other. But the banyaii 
only caine up to me with lumneaning profession^ 
and protestations, and after another ducking and 
diving, we succeeded in . i;^acliing the boat, and 
passed safely to the ship. 

I should however remark;, that when X was 
coming away, )the banyaiii followed me to the 
borders of the surf, and told me quietly, that th^ 
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ntgbt^B tid^ wts always higli^ and that if we 
prayed to God we riioald then get the ship off% 

My information, when I arrived cm hoardt 
was iar from eneeuragiDg. The General and 
Lady Nightingall bad watched the progress of 
my n^ooiation through spy-glasses, and guessed 
tolerably well the purport 'of my commonication. 
I was compelled to acknowledge that I expected 
very little aid from the inhabitants of Arabim 
FeliXf and that we wei^ likely to be dependent 
entirely upon our own resonrces. Oim poial, 
however, and a very satisfactory point, was aiicer- 
tained, namely, that the landbg was by no measis 
so dangerous as was at first apprehended, and diat 
lihei*efore we should have n6 difficulty in dise«n«- 
barking the 'guns, ammunition. Stores, and pro« 
perty, if we were eventhaHy compelled to aban-* 
don the ship. 

When I arrived oii board, about five, or half- 
past five o'clock, I found every thing in readiness 
for farther exertion. The water had not yet 
been started. — ^This n«asui« Was not to be re- 
sorted to until the iasi extreiUHy ; bat every thing 
at all wetgbty was moved fifhmrd^ in t^der to 
Hghteh the ship astefvi afemmch as pctasiblew 

My positive opinion, that the Teignmonlh 
would never get off the beach, was somewhat 
staggered vHbilst I was on shore. I the^e ob- 
fieirved the high-watermark to be at least eight 
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*ibet higher tbm ^here tlie mrf wns brediing, md 
M UtNTsbglrgb meBtions, ths^lhe tide flows ten 
'^r tweWe feet at the fuV and c^lra^ge of the mootiy 
J ilmii^t it possibk, hut bar eh/ poesvble, thftt <tbe 
ship might get off during jfuing tides. I did not, 
(however, permit myaelf to be sanguine even thus 
«far, lint disGonraged every h<^e of the kind, 
and prepared nyself £sr the vety worst oonte* 
.fences. 

At sun-set^ ia the aveoiog, the officers and 
cvew ^o had been woikuig like horses, from the 
jmrff moQsent the riiip straek, ^endeavoured to 
fobs sortie rest^ aad be prepared to renew their 
iaboor the moooient the tide began to flow. T^he 
siMinen aocordingly spliced the main-braee a 
J^f^ iimer during the day, and then laid down 
to sleep. lady Nigbtiogall endeavoured to fol* 
low Jtheir. example, on a couch, upon .the quarter- 
deek ; bmb I fancy her rest was neither sound or 
tttfiteshing. I went down to my cabin, where I 
slept for aa honr, and was awoke by my servant, 
who told me the genoral *had desired me to be 
. mlled, as there was already eleven feet water 
ak>lig»de. Charlton Tucker, followed soon after 
with the same iftformation ; but I was so fully 
persuaded of die impossibility of getting oflv 
from my observation in the morning, that I made 
hardly any reply, but went to join my companions 
upon deck. There I saw the capst^rn manned, 
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and every thingf prepared for exertion. Lady 
. Nightingail had taken possession of her old seat 
on the quarter-deck* and having spoken to her 
for a moment, I went forward to the gangway, 
to await the interesting result of our labour. . 

At lengthy to my inexpressible joy, the ship 
after striking frequently with the roll of the seUf 
moved evidently from side to side, as if she was 
getting afloat, and the men were then cautioned 
to be in readiness io heave round, the instant 
they were ordered. In another minute, a heavy 
swell rolled in, and she struck more violently 
than ever. It may appear paradoxical, when I 
nay, that this thump communicated a hope, to 
which I was before a stranger. The stern was 
the part of the ship which drew mast wafer ^ and. 
it was certain, that this part could not have struck 
the ground unless it was raised from it ! I shall 
not attempt to express my feelings at this mo- 
ment: — ^they would beggar description! And 
whilst I was acknowledging to myself, the pos- 
sibility of saving the ship, I heard the captain 
order the labour to commence, and I saw the 
General put his shoulders to the capstern, and give 
the crew an example of participation, which acted 
upon them like electricity. Meantime all the 
weight still remaining in the ship, was ordered to 
the forepart. The men began cheering each 
ether ai the cable f and the officers at .the gang^ 
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v^^y, at kngOi declared the ship was going fast off 
the shore. To be satisfied of this fact, I went 
myself to the gangway, and took hold of the 
lead-line. — I shaM wait until yoo are in a similar 
situation, before I tell you to imagine my feeU 
ings, as I felt the line pulled from my hand 
when the ship was dragged through the water. 

Daring the whole of this interesting period, 
we were beating violently on the sand ; with 
the consolation of knowing, however, that this 
was essentially necessary to our preservation, 
as the ship could never have got oiF the shore if 
i^behad not strnck in the manner described. 

At length, after heaving laboriously for about 
an hour, she manifestly deepened her water ;— *• 
the violence of her striking <;ontinued to decrease, 
and at half^past twelve, just as the moon ap* 
peared above the horizon, a heavy swell sunk 
her deep by the stern, and, thank Godl she 
struck no mare I 

I now permitted myself to believe that our 
good fortune was complete. I went to congra- 
tulate Lady Nightingall, whose joy may be more 
easily conceived than described. The ship was 
warped into three fathoms, aad I fancy there 
were not many of his majesty's saibjects who 
went to sleep with more happy feelmgs than 
ourselves. 

No tribute of applause can possibly do justice , 
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to the exemplary fortitude of Lady Nightingfalfi 
eondacty during the .whole of this appalling trial. 
<< MaUj prcud ma%^^ may reconcile himself to 
a thousand misforMines, whilst he has arras in hkl 
bands to preserve him from immediate deMmc- 
iion ; but when a woman of deticacy and edoca« 
timi is thus unhappily thrown upon ain inhospit- 
able shore, in one of the most savage partft of 
this desert coast, it is impossible to contemplate 
the consequences that might ha?e ensued withoat 
feelings of the bitterest anxiety. 

I have already i^aled, that Lady Nightingatt'a 
conduct was most exemplary. Not a murHmr or 
complaint of any kind was heard to escape her 
lips. However poignant her feelings, she seldoM 
gave them utterance,, and, indeed, shb toM me 
more than once^ during the day, that '* Captaiii 
Hall, poor feUow, was sufficiently punished iw 
his temerity^ and that she would not fM tlie 
universe utter a syllable of reproadi%*' 

It WiU be seen by the conciuding p^rt of this 
narrative^ that our very worst apprehensioM 
would have fallen short of the dififcultttei WO^V^ 
were likely to have encountered ; and» I dkkik 
it mora than probable, that if our journey to 
Mocha had been attempted by land, two thirda 
of our number would have perished* 

Lat. observed, none ; long. none. 

Jmutaty 19<ft.-*-Thb mor^tsg^ at daylight, 
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tlie boato were sent to tbe diore^ or rather Ip the 
s^rff to weigh the guns^ ballast, kentlidge, &c. 
&c* throwa overboard to lighten the ship yester- 
day. The first boat was permitted to go for- 
ward with her work unmolet^ted ; but to the 
astrniisbmeiit and imligDation of every person on 
board, the second boat had hardly reached her 
deitinatioD, when twenty or thirty shots were 
fired upon her, by the rascals on shore. Lieat. 
Bogen^ who commanded the boat, proceeded, 
however, steadily with his work, and in spite 
of their fire, be brought off a second twenty-foar- - 
povnder to the ship. 

Upon this proof being given of their treacher- 
ous and hostile feelings towards ns, the cntter 
and lannch were imqaediately armed. Thie foD- 
mer, under the command of Captain Hall, and 
the latter, under the command of Lieut. Rogers. 
So tfacA when the boats proceeded upon a third 
trip, they were fNrepared to aaswer their saluta- 
tioo with a musqneti^m and a respectable fire of 
.musquetry; at the same time the ship favoured 
'mkem with an dighteen-pounder as an earnest of 
her g^od will, which they received on shore, 
i^areatly widi great ftorprisei and scampered 
away with precipitation. 

They continued, however, to fire occasionally . 
upon the catter and launch, which being briskly 
returned, the rascals were soon silenced. And, 
^t length, when they found our boats were neither 
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to be frightened or driven away, they quitted the 
beacb^ and permitted the people to go on quietly 
with their work. 

The ship had, the evening before, been warped 
only into three fathoms water ; as therefore the 
whole of the guns and property thrown ov^- 
board, was embarked by sun-set this evening, 
the captain made sail at eight o'clock at night, 
and stood into deep water, where he anchored in 
eight fathoms. Latitude and longitude the 
same as yesterday. 

January 20th. — This morning the crew were 
busily employed in preparing the ship for sea, 
and the captain being exceedingly anxious to 
leave Friendly Bay* / / / we quickly reduced 
the raft, got the spars and masts on board, and 
made sail from the coast. 

Having thus recounted the leading particulars 
of our late alarming situation, I shall proceed 
briefly to notice the wonderful good fortune that at- 
tended us. The bay upon which we were thrown 
was not only open to the whole Southern Ocean, 
but at this season of the year, the South-£ast mon- 
soon blows directly upon it, and if any thing like 
a fresh breeze had set in from seaward, we must 
inevitably have gone to pieces in a very few hours. 
We were also sailing so rapidly when the ship 
struck, that if any thing like rock or coral boti> 

^Christened by the General. 
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torn bud received us, we must have bilged im<- 
mediately. When, therefore, we consider that 
by the rise of tide nearly six feet higher than 
during the day, we were enabled to warp the 
ship off the shore, we cannot be sufficiently 
grateful to Divine Providence for our preser*. 
vation* 

For my part, I consider myself most exceed- 
ingly fortpnate, that I escaped from the clutches 
of these ruffians ^n shore-— their subsequent con- 
duct carries along with it convincing proof, that 
if they had entertained the least idea of our ul- 
timate escape from the coast, they would have 
detained Lieut. Rogers and myself as hostages ; 
and I suspect they were only prevented from re- 
sorting to this measure, by their conviction that 
we were all completely in their power. How- 
ever^ the dangers are now past, and I trui^t we 
shall yet be spared to discuss their severity by an 
English fire side. 

I had almost forgotten to mention, that we 
parted two cables on this inhospitable shore ; the 
first broke at the very instant it had warped us 
out of danger, and the second broke when we 
were weighing the following evening, to stand 
into deep water. 

Lat. 12° 56'. Long. 45* 48' E. Wind S.E* 
I have not inserted either course or distance, a$ 
the ship was merely gaining an offing. 
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January iUt-^At 12 o'olack tb» day ve 
passed the narrow strait o^' Babehnandel^ througk ~ 
which the S.E. wiod was Uowing hard, and the 
Ma was raamng with considerable violence. At 
it was an essential point for us to r^tch Mocha. 
beiope dark, the Captain (to use a nautical ex« 
pression) cracked upon her in great styUf and we 
anchored in the roads about a quarter of an hour 
i^r son-set. 

Here we found four American and three Ekig* 
fish nierckant ships waiting for cargoes. 

The town of Mocha looks remarkably well, 
frem the sea. The houses appear to be boik 
of stone, and rise to four, five, and six stories. The 
town is flanked by two forts, which do iu>t appear 
¥ery respectable. The roads are sheltered to the 
southward by sand banks not having more than 
two fathoms upon them, which extend two or 
three miles from the shore. A ship cannot haul 
in for the anchorage, until she has brought the 
principal mosque in the middle of the town to 
bear E.S.E* — The roads io the northward are 
entirely unnheUered. 

It is almost unnecessary to state, that the ex- 
port trade from this port consists entirely of coffee, 
which is selling at this moment for twenty dol* 
lars the c^vt. exactly 150 per cent, dearer than 
tfae average j^ce at which the Jai^a coffee sold 
when I left that island* The last coffee sold in 
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ike disiriot of Cheribon, pre^ioiui to tlie transfer 
of tke coloDy, was for nine dotiara a piccA, of 
136lba. weigfiit, or eight dollars tiie cwt 

Tlie town of Mocha is a dependeney of the 
Imam of Senna, who resides at a city of that name, 
aboat eight days jonmey in the interior. The 
government of Moclm is administered by a dow«* 
lah, or govwQort whose proceedings are very cocw 
rupty^ and whose profits arise principally from 
his peciihitioBs in trade. No coibe is grown 
nearer than within 60 miteS of Mocha, and in- 
deed every article of supply is brought from the 
interior, as the country in the neighbourhood of 
Mocha is a sandy desert. The super<^»rgo ol 
an English ship, now lying in the roads, became 
exceedingly dissatisfied with the conduct of the 
dowlah some time ago, whom he suspected of 
throwing obstacles in the way of his procuring a 
Oargo'; he accordingly went op. to the city of 
Senna, and represented his grievances personally 
to the Imam. 

He was received at Senaa with great atten^ 
tion ; valoahle presents were made to him, and 
the dowiah^ the Gm^pmnp^i irifker, and the 
Hindoo menchants^ were &ied 10^009 4oHafs, 
one-half to be paid by the dowlah. 

The Imarn^ however, is a young man not yet 
oi age to govern, and the admimstratioii^ef af^ 
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fairs is conducted by his ministers ; so that al^ 
though he was received with the greatest atten- 
tion by the Imam himself, yet the ministers sup-* 
ported the dowlah, and very little good resulted 
from the representation. The supercargo died 
soon after his return to Mocha, and some suspi- 
cions were entertained that he was poisoned. — 
When the Teignmouth appeared off the port, the 
dowlah was in sad tribulation. About two 
years ago, Captain Dominicite, commanding a 
Company ^s cruiser, was involved in a very seri- 
ne afiray with the dowlah of Mocha. I am not 
con'ectly informed M>f the merits of the case, 
but I believe it was occasioned by some inter* 
ference on the part of Captain Dominicite with an 
Arab shif> laying in the roads. Whatever the pro- 
vocation might be, yet nothing could justify the 
shameful and insulting violence of the dowlah and 
his people* Captain Dominicite was dragged 
through the streets, spat upon by the multitude, 
and otherwise treated in a most brutal manner, 
whilst the Residency was plundered, and every 
thing they could lay their hands on carried away. 
The British Government^, are i»o incensed at 
these proceedings, that they'^bave not yet sent 
another resident to Mocha, a^d they are nofc 
likely to do so, until they can k|Pare troops to 
command respect to his authorityV It should. 
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however, be' stated, that the don^laJ^ i»'Qomiiiand 
at that time, has been removed^ and. report say«y 
has beeo placed JQ confinciiient. 

Supplier of all kinds are abundant at Mocha ; 
but the winds blow with such violence^ that the 
communication with the shore is very danger*^ 
ous. 

You are also much deceived in the appearance 
of the town. : The houses, which seem to be 
boilt of stone, are composed only of mud, brawn 
washed J and the streets are narrow, and inde? 
scribably dirty. In short. Mocha appeared to 
me to be the very antipodes of the civilized 
world ; blowing a South*East gale of wind nine 
months of the yeat, and a NdrdinWest the other 
three. . I was, indeed, most heartily rejoiced f hii 
morning when we stood out to sea, in company 
with two English. vessels, who took advantage of 
our protection to Juddah. 

We inquired if the inhabitants of. FriewMg 
Bay were at .all subject to the Imam of Senna; 
but we learnt that they were a set of savages, ex- 
dusively under the dominion, of their own chiefs. 

24th Jdmuxry.—L^. 13° S»\ Long. 43\-^ 
Course N. N. W. Wind very sti'ong from fchiai 
Southward, with a tumbling sea. Thermomen 
ter at noon, 76% 

35/A January. — ^This morning at daylight, 
we were abreast of the Island of Grabel Tor» 
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ba?iag* mn witli g^rMt jodgnaeiiC bd:wiMA tlie 
laAandft in thst neigfeboarbood and Ihe Aral»iaa 
coast. We were in the paralld of Gabel Zekytr 
at 12 c'^clock yesterday, and carried all sail until 
ior^set, m tbe hope df obtainingr a si^ht of €kt- 
bel SSekyr before dark. We were, bowerer, dis- 
appointed. Notwithstanding which, the Captain 
dbaped his course N. N. W. iy compuss^ until he 
oooduded by bis reckoning and tlesp soundingfs, 
that he bad passed Gabel Zabyr ; be then stored 
N. N. W. half W. which carried him completely 
clear of eirery thing. . 

The wind rery strong from the Southward, 
with a heavy rolling sea. 

Latitude lb\ 21\ Long* 4V. 8»\ TL Coarse 
M.N. W. till passed Gabel Zabyr. H. N« W. 
half W. till passed Gabel Tor; and afterwards 
M. W. by N. Thenoiometer at now, 70^* 

26ih January. —Wind light from tbe N. £L 
Latitude IV. M\ N. Long. 40' 60^. fi. Ther- 
tttometer, 61% Course N. ST. W. Distance ftt 
flliles. 

27 th Jamuny.'^Wind rariable frees tbeNorth^ 
ward and Westward, with a confused sea. La- 
titude, 17% 91'. Thermonieter, 80% These 34 
Iwlirs anade^ve miks. 

2Sth January. — Light rariable winds from 
tbe Northward, makinf very little progress upon 
ear voyage. Latitude, 17% 47% a very consi* 
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derabl^ ein>r kavkig been diseoTerad m lltt 
cLronometent no depeftdance cmM be phrtd 
upon them. I almll, therefore^ only msett the 
Latitude each day, by which the rate of our pro- 
gress, will be sufficiently well ascertaiMd. TJ[|es6 
34 hoars advanced 16 miles i 1 Tbemmnetefy 

Jawaiy3QiA.— Latitude, 18*. 18\N« Wind 
ligbt and unfavourable from the NortiiwalML 
Advanced towards Suez, 26 miles, Thermonle* 
ter, 78". 

January aO(A«~LatHude, 18% 40'. MorHh.^ 
Wbd unfavourable f(om the NordiwaWI«<~ 
Made 27 miles these 24 hoiil^. ThertaonMi^t 
77% 

This mornii^» at day-light, we dbcorered'oor* 
selves close to the Duncan Lilancb t» the AbjMM 
Ionian shore, when our reckoning placed us .at 
least sixty miles to the Eastward of them. These 
Islands are very low and very dangerow, having 
no soundings, with fiOikthomsof line, at the dis^ 
tance of three miles from the shore. 

January 31^.— Latitude 19% ld\ North.-^ 
Wind still unfavourable. Made 8S miles. 

Saw the Sister Islands, and tacked at snn^ 
to the Westward. 

F^iTttaTy 1«^, 2ii, and 3d<~-We were tfaesto 
ihree days becalmed in rery nearly theeame lati* 
tnde, having oecaiueni^ly light ain from the 

3 
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Southward, safficient only to «teni the current, 
which appeared to set to the Southward* The 
latitude of this period may be called 10% 10'. 
North. 

February 4f A. — This morning at four o'clock 
we were ag^ain favoured with our former wind 
from the Northward; against which, however, 
we contrived to make some progress, as our lati* 
tude» at noon, was 1&*. 37'. N. Thermometer^ 
78\ 

February 5fA.— North Wind. Latitude, 20\ 
5\ Progress, 26 miles. Thermometer, 75\ 

February Gth.Sorth Wind. Latitude 20\ 
85'. N. Pirogress, 34 miles. Thermometer, 75*. 

February 7<A.— N. N. W. Wind. Latitude 
at noon, 21% 12% North, only 17 miles South of 
the parallel of Juddah : for which port we shape 
oar course* Progress, 37 miles. Thermometer, 

February Sth. — ^We made the shoals to the 
Northward of Juddah harbour this forenoon at 
about ten o^clock ; and in waring the ship round 
to avoid them, we shoaled suddenly to five 
fathoms. At the next cast of the lead with' 
fifty fathoms of line we had no bottom. At 
twelve o'clock, the meridional observation of 
the sun gave us three miles to the Northward of 
Juddah, when we steered direct for the harbour. 

Upon approaching the coai»t, we discovered 
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reefs of rocks extending upon each bow to A 
considerable distance, and a ship anchored se- 
curely inside of them, in water as smooth ais a 
mill-pond. To attempt the passage through 
these reefs, without a pilot, would have been 
madn<ess, w0 were, therefore, obliged to heave 
to, until one should make his appearance from 
the shore. At about three o'clock we were 
gratified to perceive tb^t our signals had been 
attended to ; and that an Arab was waving to 
us from a small boat to leeward ; in a short 
time afterwards he reached the ship, and we 
accordingly bore up for Juddah harbour^ 

The passage into this basin presented to us 
yery imposing difficulties, such indeed as would' 
deter any captain, from attempting to go ill 
by a chart. The reefs of coral rock are nearly 
even with the water's edge, and extend seme 
miles from the shore, to which they run par- 
allel. Through these reefs there are narrow 
passages of 150 and 200 yards across, with deep 
water to the very edges of the shoals; but as. 
there are various sunken rocks studding these 
passages (upon one of which La Forte frigate 
was lost), the most thorough knowledge of their 
situation is required, to enable the pilot to carry 
a ship through with safety. We passed success 
sively between four of these reefs ; the last two oi^ 
which were called the outer and inner gateways ; 

E 
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and when luffing into the harbour, to obtain good 
anchorage, we passed within a few feet of the 
rocks, which were plainly visible under the 
ship'« bottom. 

Th^ captain landed as soon as the ship came 
to anchor ; and we were much gratifted to hear 
upon his return, that the place was in posses9ion of 
theTurks, and thatsomefiring and rejoicing which 
we had noticed during the day, was occasioned 
by the success of the pacha's troops, who had 
captured Hodeida, Loheia, Ghezan, 8cc. 9cc. and 
were prosecuting their conquests down the Ara^ 
bian coast with uninterrupted sueoess. Thte vi* 
sier er governor, Sayed Ally, having seal a most 
•poKte invitation to General NightiagaH^ to favor 
him with his company on shore, and having ac« 
eompanied his message with a present of cows, 
sheep, vegetables, and other refreshments. Sir 
Miles determined to wait upon him ; and we ac* 
cordingly disembarked in the' vizier's state-boat^ 
with Lady Nightingall, on the morning of the 
10th inst. This state-boat was fitted up muc^ in 
the style of other boats of this description, having 
a covered apartment in the stern, iurnished with 
P^an carpets, crimson silk cushions, and rowed 
by twenty-eight rowers— one of the rowers sing- 
ing an Arabic song, in which he was joined 
occasionally by the rest of the crew. 

Pn approaching the shore, we saw the go^ 
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vemor*8 tro0p9 im the landing-plaoe ready to re« 
oeive w. TliroBgli a street of these military 
lieroes, we were condticted to the viaieri who 
rooeived as witli all the pomp he wai capable of 
display ing; and filaciiig Sir IMales .and Lady 
Nigbtingall^ under ^ sort of elarated canopy^ he 
ohxtbed the Qeoeanl in a dress of honor (silk ait4 
for), aod preaeiited ber ladyifaip with placet of 
eMbrotdered kincobs« 

The vizier is a remarkably good^bokittg Tork» 
of alKHBit fifty years of age, with a very pleading 
expression of coontenance j and as the whole 
worM «re aware of the sort of estimation in whi<lfh 
Mabonv^ans hold the fair sex, I i^onfess I was 
sotnewbotdoubtfctl of the receptioti that would be 
giren to an ^ordpeati lady, who thns presented 
herself in pnblie. In a moment, however, every 
doubt «poii tbe subject wtus dkpelled^ The vi- 
zier received Lady N. wi^ the mostidiitiogutsbeil 
srtteatfon ; appeared perfectly to understand the 
dffferenoe of onr customs; and when she ex- 
psessed a desire to pay her t^speots to bis wives^ 
he assesdied witb the utmost sdacrfty^ ted sent a 
message to tbe seraglio, to darect that ibey 
migUl be prepared to receive hef* She was «o« 
cordiiigly 4»mdncled to the feuaole apartments, 
nhilstSir Miles «nd tbe rest of the party were 
iegakd witb ^sofiEee, dierbet, aiid hoofcahsy a b 
Trntfrne. Mntaai oompliments weve elc«hati gad 

1:2 
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upon thiB success of the two gOTemments. The 
Vizier shewed as various letters and presents he 
had received from the authorities in India^ and 
expressed hinaself warmly attached to the Eng- 
lish nation. EEe told us that he expected hourly 
to hear of the capture of Rusal Khyma, in the 
Persian Gulph; and that the Turkish armies were 
only waiting for orders- from' Mahomed Aly /the' 
pacha of Egypt, to capture Senna, and occupy 
the whole of this pai^t of Arabia Felix. Lady 
Nightingall having, returned, and Sir Miles hav- 
ing presented his excellency with an English spy- 
^lass» a case of very handsome pistols, and an 
Indian shawl, ds offerings of courtesy, the party 
adjourned to the house of Amhy Jellauny^ the 
Company's agent, where a splendid entertain- 
ment wtfs prepared for us. 

In passing' through the streets, we were objectit 
of the greatest curiosity to (he multitude, who fol- 
lowed us in immense crowds. Their bebavk>ur, 
however, was perfectly respectful; and after tra- 
versing a remarkably well supplied bazar, we 
reached Jellauny!s house, exhibiting a much 
handsomer appearance than that of the go- 
vernor, in which we had been first received. 

Until two o'clock we .were regaled in like 
manner, with coffee, sherbet, and hookahs; at 
which time, a very excellent repast was served 
^Pf to which the whole pafty did very ample 
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justice. We teat from a circalai' table of pdished 
bms&r/ ia the centre of which a large dUh wa#^ 
placed, and from whence the fingers of mine host - 
and his assistants helped bis guests most plenti* 
fblly,— he then directed it to be exchanged for 
another of different materials. In ihis manther 
there were t>tenty or thirty removes; anti 
amongst the dishes I noticed a sheep baked 
whole, and a dozen of fowls, .tempting ttie 
appetite, like spread eagles. The pastry, hoW'^ 
eyer, was capital ; and indeed, the entertainment 
was altogether in the very best style of Asiatic 
plenteonsness. 

Jellauny displayed several written acknow- 
ledgipents he had received from great men, for 
]hs attention to the English. One from Lord 
Valentia, was very flattering to hrm ; and as he 
solicited a similar document from the general, 
he was furnished with one accordingly. At about 
balf-past four o'clock we returned to the boat in * 
the same order that we had disembarked, and 
arrived about sun-set, on board the Teign- 
mouth. 

Lady Nightingall described the wives of the 
vizier as remarkably engaging in their manners. * 
One of them in particular, she said, was exceed*- 
ingly • handsome, and they were both of them 
most superbly drqssed; A little girl, daughter 
tOf the vizier, by the handsomest woman, vras 
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e»v«rQd witb jewelf, mdi ia this re»pMt displayed 
mpre magnificence than aiiy tUbg she had ever 
8^90' in India. They appe^Mred ^ite delighted 
Tvith the yi^it ; unveiled without the least hesita- 
tion, and were exceedingly solicitous that she 
would stay and dine with them* Indeed, they were 
sp pressing m tl(ieir invitation, that %\^e could only 
escape^ by prooiising to return, and pay them 
another vi^it, ^ The handsomest woman told 
Lady Nightingall playfully, that she would beex* 
Qf^edingly happy if her ladyship would take her- 
self and her child aWng with her to her owi» 
country. The wives of Jellauny^ whom she 
alsQ vi^ted, were vary respectable; but iMch 
inferior both ia manners and appearance to 
those of the vizier. Quite as great a difference 
as between European^ manners of the first rankt 
and those of the middling class of society* 

Juddabi .as being the resort of Indian pilgjima 
to ih% shrine of Mahomet, mwt certainly be a 
placis of considerable profit to the governor or 
ruler of the port. £very good nnissulmap is 
enjoined by the tenets of his faith, to visit 
Mecca once during his life, or to send a sab« 
stitute there ; and as princes are not unDrequept 
visitors at his shrine, the emoluments of the 
governor's Qjffice mu«t be very considerable. 
Mecc% ifi situated abo^t twenty*five miJea from 
Juduahi and ev^y p«$rsoa who arrivet^ thera by 
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tea is taxed for his passport en passant. I had a 
good deal of conversation with a learned man 
upon the subject of his holiness, and I was much 
pleased to find that he betrayeci^ no Hindoo pre- 
judice whatever in his commanications. The 
prophet is buried at Medina, about the same 
distance north of Mecca; but the latter place 
having been sanctified by his birth, is considered 
much naore holy by mussulmans- My friend 
was highly amused, when I related to him the 
lable of Mahomet's cofiSin being suspended be- 
tween earth and heaven. He laughed heartily, 
and told me he was safely deposited under a solid 
canopy of stone and mortar* He described 
Mecca and Medina as places of great beauty, but 
very diflerent indeed from the geographical ac- 
counts we read of them. He stated the popula- 
tion of Mecca to be about 30)000 at one season ; 
but at another season, when the pilgrims flocked 
there, it amounted to treble that number. He 
was entirely devoid of that ignorant silly pre- 
judice, so insultingly provoking with Indian mus- 
sulmans, and was highly indignant at the auda- 
city of one of our subidars, who refused to eat 
with the party. ** A fellow like that,*' said he, 
** presuming to refuse eating with mussulmans, 
so much his superior both in rank and sanctity.^ 
It is in situations like these, that the Hindoo pre* 
judices, engrafted upon the mahomedan faith^ 
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become so traly ludicrous. The man with whom 
I was conversing, was a priest of the first respec* 
tability ; pas<«ed six monthis of every year at the 
shrine of Mahq|net, and yet a wretched mussul- 
man^ of the lowest stamp in India, would pre- 
sume lo tell him, he was neglecting the duties of 
his religion, by eating with a Christian, or the 
professor of another faith. This ignorance re- 
minds me of an anecdote which occurred to my- 
self, in passing through India, and which deserves - 
to be inserted. I was crossing through the Rewah 
country, to join Sir Thomas Hislop's head quarters 
on the banks of the Chumbul, and was compelled 
to run the gauntlet through a parcel of ruffians, 
by whom I expected, to be plundered and in- 
sulted. I had only a naigue and four seapoys to 
-protect myself and my property, and I was 
told that niy absence would rather tend to en- 
sure thtir safety than otherwise. I therefore 
proposed to the guard that I should push forward 
myself with one seapoy, to the territory of a 
friendly power, and leave the rest of the gu^rd 
to follow with my baggage. The naigue 
accord ngly recommended me ft man of very 
hiyh casty a hramin (who had taken to arms), 
and \^ho, he said, would protect me more 
effectually than a native officer of any rank. We 
accordingly pushed forward at the rate of thirty 
or forty 'miles a day, and during the time that X 
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was separated from my camels and tents, this 
bramin not only cooked my Victasils and eat off 
the same dish with me, but he performed evei'y 
office that I could have commanded with pro* 
priety ^from any of my own servants. Updn 
noticing this kindness, and askiqg bim if : his 
condescension was not too great, he told me 
that men of low cast did not know what their 
religion was; that instead of his utensils being 
polluted by my touch, which is generally sup- 
posed to be the case, he had pnly to rub them 
with: a little sand, say a short prayer over them, 
and tl^ey became- as pure and unsullied at 
ever. 

When I proposed to my Turkish friend to pay 
a visit myself to * the shrine of 4fae . prophet, be 
laughed at the idea as totally impracticable; and 
when I pressed ham to state his objection, he 
told me it was not my. business,. ^* apna kaum 
nay." I told him in reply, that no hindrance 
would be offered to him if he chose to visit mjf 
plfices of worship, and that I did not see why I 
was not entitled to 9. simi]:^r indulgence. His 
answer, I thought,, an exceedingly good one. 
'.*.Wby, Sahib^ you, would only go tO/Mecca to 
indulge your curj^ityj-r^ecome a mussulman, 
and you may proceed th^iie imm^iately ; but 
we do hot ,wisb ib^ sbvi^ #:Our holy 1 prophet 
to be .subtjeoted tb the gs^ze andsinspeiction of 
nnbtiliever$.'N.:ju-.. . ..'.;'- 
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I hwfe alraady meBtiMed, tkat the Vmer of 
Jodcbh is daily lookiog forward to receive ac* 
f 9ante of the capture of Darea^ a strong hold 
ef the WababecMi^ the tribe of pirates who iofest 
the north-western shores of India, and who hare 
been so long permitted to exercise their atrocioos 
enielties with impanity. Durea is situated near 
the Arabian shore of the Persian Galph, and it 
eertainly will convey some reflection upon our 
government, if we are indebted to the Turks for 
Uietr extirpation. 

The Wahabees being dissenters from the 
eatablished faith of Mahomed, are pursued by 
bis more devout followers with the most unre- 
lenting severity. During the progress of the 
war through Arabia FeKx, they succeeded ia 
capturing some of their priests and chiefs, and 
these unfortunate prisoners were punished 
with the most barbarous cruelty. A priest of 
some consideration, whom they lately secured, 
was taken by them to the temple of Mahomet at 
Mecca, and there laid upon the black stone (in 
obedience to some law of the koran), in which 
situation, amongst other acts of cruelty, his teeth 
were drawn out, his beard cut off, and thus"* 
maimed and dis6gured, he was exposed to the 
derision of the populace. 

If It were possible to avoid commiserating the 
fiite of human beings, exposed to such mereiless 
conquerors, these Wahabees would certainly be 
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every instance, betrayed such sanguinary criieltj^ 
m tbeir coqqoestg, and displayed so horrible a 
thirst of blood, in many instances withoqt tha 
slightest opposition being made to them, that one 
eaunot help thinking it to be the judgment of 
Providence, that they have been delivered ovec 
to Gonqoerors so worthy pf their deserts. 

The town of Juddah is far inferior to Mocha 
in it^ appearance from the sea, but the very 
superior policy of a Turkish government has 
rendered it infinitely preferable in every other 
respect. The homes are built entirely of stone^ 
and the streets are in soihe places paved. The 
cleanliness that pervades the whole town is re-* 
marfcable to an European, who has been accush 
tomed to traverse native towns of the like de- 
scription on the sea coasts of India. I should 
jtt^e the place to be about two miles ii^ cir- 
eumfet'ence, and defended only by a weak wall, 
wbich a six-pounder would speedily shatter to 
pieces. This wall is flanked at intervals by 
found towers, bat the defences are indeed too 
contemptible to be noticed in any way. The 
tea face is flanked by two batteries, composed 
of tho same brittle and in^erfect material } and 
there arfi two iron guns upon the curtain, about 
twenty feet lopg» with a calibre of about ten 
inches. The vents of these pieces of ordnance 
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tre aboat two inches in diameter. They are of 
a piece with the battlemetits. 

The neighboarhood of the Turkish armies has 
rendered supplies of all kinds very scarce at 
present, but I should judge that provisions and re-- 
fr^shments would be very abundant, when the 
country is not exposed to these additional de- 
mands. The aspect of the land and mountains 
about Juddah presents the same forbidding cha- 
racter of barren sterility ; not a blade of grass is 
to be seen, or indeed any appearance of verdure 
or vegetation. The bazar, however, was well sup- 
plied with vegetables, and it struck me, they were 
remarkably cheap; for example, I remember 
Captain Hall purchased a large basket of ra- 
dishes, onions, carrots, and brinjalls, for one Spa- 
nish dollar. f 

Friday, I2th. — The ship having completed her 
watery we passed through the shoals this morning 
at sun-rise, and stood out to sea; we had hardly 
gained the offing, however, when our old friend, 
the norttb'west wind, met us with such violence, 
that we we^e speedily reduced to double reefed 
topsails and courses, and obliged to beat most un- 
comfortably to windward against a very heavy sea. 

Lat. 21** 20' N. — Retrograde progress, 8 miles. 

Saturday,' 13th. — The same wind' from the 
North. West. Lat. 2^40' North. Progress 20 
miles. Thermometer 70*. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Sunday, r4<A.~Tbe same foal witfd. Lai. 21* 
66\ Progress 16 miles. Thermometer 74*. 

Monday, Ifi/A.-^Foal wind. Lit. 22* 36'. 
Progress 40 miles. ^Thermometer 75^. 

Twsday, I6e*.— Pool Avind. Lat. 23' 2\ Pro- 
gress 26 miles. Thermometer 75*. 

Wednesday, 17<Jb-^Foul wind. Lat. UST 4'. 
Progress 2 miles. Current against us, Th»- 
mometer 76^ 

Thursday ,^ l%th. —Foul wind, but ligbt.^Neariy' 
calm during the night. Lat. SS"" 6'. Progresa 
2 miles. Thermometer 78''. 

FWrfay,1WA:— Fojil \Vind. Lat. 28* 13<. Pto-: 
gress 7 miVea. Thermometer 75\ . ' 

i»3rfttrcfay, 20<A.— Foul wind. Lat. 28* 44\ Pro- 
gress 31 mjl^s. Thermometer 74\ •• . 

S^ndatf,2\st.^¥o^A^\AA. Lat. 24' 12'. Pre 
gress 28: miles. Thermometer 73^ .. 

Jlfonday,22d.— Foul wind. Lat. 24" 42'. Pro- 
gress 30 miles. Thermometer 73"". 

Tuesday, 23<;.— Foul wind. Lat. 25' W. Pro* 
grees 28 miles. Thermometer 72^ 
' Wednesday, 24tA.— Foul wind until the even- 
ing. \ati2S'Zff. Progress 20 miles. Thermo- 
meter 72\ 

Thursday, 25<A.— Fine breeze from the South- 
ward during the night, but foul wind towards 
morning. Lat. 25* 25'. Progress 56 mife^/ Ther- 
mometer 72*. 
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Friday J 36lA.~At wo-sfC, ti^g er^oing, mt nn^ 
cbored in ILossier roads, aad Were sheltered frcM 
a stroftg North-west wiody by a reef which ex- 
tends about a quarter of a mile to the seaward of 
the town. The sk^i anchored close under thi^ 
reef, in 13 fathoms, and Sir Miles NightingalL 
iiavkig deternuned to land at Kossiar^ and pass 
through Upper E^pt, in consequence of the irio^ 
lent northerly winds which prevail in the Red sea, 
i WCTit on shore to wait on the Tnrkiab gowraor, 
aad Mcertaki the fadEties we should be eualiiiod 
to obtain in passing over the desert. 

The Turkish^ governor, and indeed every 
body onshore, trtus excee^ngly civfl ; he apdo- 
gimi to us for the poorness of the place; bnt 
promised that i^nery Ijring Kpsner aflbrde^ 
should be pbced at our dwposa}. GMieb were 
to be obtained in auy umuben as well as jack- 
aeses ; but horses wera not to be piocured at aU. 
He told us, therefon^ we abould be oUiged to 
csosB the dctf^ either on an ass or a cawet. 

Kossier is certainly a wretched plaee. It 
eontains about 96iO hemes of 4Ukttti!tikw^ and 
the pepulaliott iMy anramnt to iMMit 509. 
There is a fort in rains, with some Freadb i^- 
poUscan ordnance awunted upon it; but <he 
piace IK in evury way imnipaibte ef defence. 
Thtt roadoaieeacposoito the wind from NJf.B. 
to S.S.E. but the outer part, of the bank is of 
mud, and therefore good holding ground. There 
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Are n^ {HgrtimilM Und-niwka in the vieinUy ni 
Kossier, by which k can be c<N*reetly kBonpiL 
We Biade oar ktitode at doob ^eveii niks t» 
tbeMHrthwand of the port, and stood along ahoM 
QMtil we saw the fort — we then stood in to the 
ancborage. Some miles to the MfUtbwafd ef 
Koasier there is reittarkably high land^^'whtdr 
m Msp shattM keep aader Jner lee with n 
northerly wind, until she aacertaisa* her l atitu d e 
correctly. The covatry ki the Beigkbourhood of 
KoMiar is indeed oaeat barren; mtia blade <if 
grass;or verdure is to be teen^ia any diredlioa; 
and die water is irery. iodifibr^t The IdAdi 
arid tops of At meuataps remind mm of the 
SQininit of Oaoaonf Cheremaff^ which eariroMi 
a enater 500 yards deep. We shall cross tJie 
desert to Khea6 witfaqpt' aayi difficnky. K^heaife 
is four dap' jesvney from Keesier^ and Cak*o teii 
days! jonrney from Khea6« . 

37tft.«^UpbB first coming on sfaore^ the Oene* 
nd paid his respects to the Turicish commands 
ant^ who veoeired hini with all' the honours he 
eouU poasibty shew hsm, ^t is to say, he fired 
aH the gwas in bis possesMop^ and collected aH 
the jannissariea under his aHnmaad, to sur* 
round him in the hall of audience^ In the ereo- 
ing, be returned the risit, and assared the Gene*- 
ral, thiA every arrangement was malting as 
speedSy as possible for onr departure. The 

a 
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bouse we occupy belongs to gfoverniaent, and 
the fna^g^or domo^ is an officious, tronble^- 
some fellow, who affects to speak Hindostany, 
without knowing three words of the language : 
his answer to every word, is '^ acha Sahih,^* To 
olir great annoyance^ we find the commandant, 
intends this fellow ta accompany us to Khennah, 
together with two jannissaries, whom he has se- 
lected from his best men. 

' > I shall now conclude this letter, my dear 
Colonel, as Captain Hall is exceedingly anxious 
to leave Kossrer bay, and talks much of the 
exposed situation of the roads to a south-east 
wind/ We are all of us exceedingly busy, as 
you may suppose, in our preparations to cross 
the desert ; and every department of this little 

* slat^,is in activp exertion- to push us forward. 
Aft yet we have experienced nothing like un* 
pleasant heat. The thermometer in our Arab 
mansion last night was down as low as 58"* ; and 
we are delighted with our sleeping contrivance, 
viz. a sea cot slung upon triangles, which fix in 
the ground^ and keep us half a yard from its 
surface. The Bombay bottled water, which we 
brought with us for this journey, will be indeed 
a most valuable store, as the drinking-water of 
this place is brought from the Nile, and neces-^ 
sarily smells very offensively. The water of 

- K,ossier is, I believe, too .brackish, even for 
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eamelsr. I shalf write to you from Alexandriay 
and .gire you every particular of our progress; 
ani)^ ia the meaiitime^ subscribe myself your 
failliful and obliged 

J. Hansok.^ 

Koasier, 28th February, 1819. 

Thermometer at night 60% at noon 68% 



I ^ 



Alexandria^ 10th AfxiL * 

r My DEAR Colonel, 

We have at length reached this place in fiafe* 
ty»— I wrote to you from Kossieri and promised 
you the further particulars of our progress throngh 
Egypt I shall therefore tfUce up the subject 
where I concluded on the 28tb of Fe|)ruary, and 
tell you, that having procured as much carriage as 
we, required for the conveyance of our baggage^ 
across the desert, we set off on our journey at 
two o'clock in the afternoon of the 1st of 
March. Captain Hall and his officers saw us 
fifrly start on our travels : and now that the mo- 
ment of pur separation arrived, and that we 
were about to take, leave of fiiendsj, with 
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whom we had been associaied m atedes of tadi 
anxious peril, nothing was remenabered but 
the good qualities of the Teignmootb, and her 
Captain. It is certain that no ship but *^ one of 
^Jesimtjee^t oWn/' would have borne the severe 
trial to which she was exposed, and no ojfficers or 
crew in the world ever displayed more exemplary 
discipline and zteL Tbe coldness wUh wbich 
our danger was contemplated at Friendly Bay — 
the promptitude with which measures were taken 
to rescue the ship froiBterperilous situation, and 
the cheerful obedience manifested by the excellent 
crew of the Teignmputh, will, I suspect, receive a 
higher meed of approbation than any I can be* 
stow upon it. The Meady dfBccir-like skill dis- 
played by Mr. CoIIinson j the prudence, talents 
tttkd ;&ea) of his Madjntdr, Mt. Harris } a^ iht 
isaoj^aine elastii^ ispitlts tff Mr. Itogeni (my 
brother in the iitirf ), will be long remenhbered 
by me, with feeKngs of no common interest, 
and teach me to bail these gentlemen as valu- 
able and esteemed fHends, in whatever part o^ 
the world I may ne^t chance to meet them. 



* Jesimtjee h the Parsee master builder, in t)ie dock« 
yard at Bombay^ and it is a common saying of Je8im.tjee*9, 
when people are discussing the value of teak ships — ^* l^top 
tin J^simtje^'s ship go on c6r^l rock, then 8e6 If Jesimtjee'k 
ship is good ship or nof 



Digitized by 



Google 



67 

March 1st, 1810. — First day^s journey across 
the desert. 

Our first marcb was necessarily a very short 
one, as we started late in the day to get elear of 
the town ; in fact to feel we had commenced ow 
journey-— we halted at Ambawajee^ a valley about 
sis miles distant from Kossier^^-Nc^hiiig coold 
exceed the kindness and attention of tba Toricish 
commandaat. Instead of oppressing us with 
nnineaning professioos or protestations^ so mooh 
the custom with Asiatics, he rendered os every eeh 
aenttal assistance in bis power, and considering 
fbe very limited resources at his command, we 
were somewhat astonished at the speed with 
which we were equipped for our journey. Omr 
caravan consisted of thirty cameh^ aiidl about 
twenty jackasses. A very serious aeeident bad 
nearly occurred to Lady Nightingall, before we 
had proceeded many yards upon out jotimey. 
The sort of basket in which she was to ride 
across the desert, was fixed to the side df 
the camiel, emd was to have a eorrespondiiig 
weight to balance it. The Ctenciral JMk 
up bis portion as tbe countenpoise^ but be 
ImhuI it so exceedingly uncomfortable, that be 
quickly abandoned thin elevated post. Her lady- 
ship was then baJa«eed by tw.^ litlte girls^ who 
were Isbr servants; but the camels had hai^ly b^ 
gan to move, when 4be ropes (be#fig r^tteH'} gai^ 
F 2 
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way, and they all came tumbling to the ground to- 
gether, from a height of at least seven feet. We 
naturally feared that her ladyship would be very 
seriously hurty particularly so, when I observed her 
to be somewhat confused as I raised her from 
the ground. We were gratified, however, to 
find that she quickly recovered, and had susr- 
tained no injury whatever. 

The road lay, foi* the ' finst part, in a westerly 
direction, and -may be said tp pass through a 
series of valleys, bounded by hills of the most 
wild and unfruitful appearance. The summits 
of these hills were in many instances as black 
as jet, and looked as if they had been burnt to 
cinders by the strong operation of fire. The 
road, however, was by no means so unpleasant 
as we expected. Instead dH fine sandy we found 
nothing but coarse sand and gravel, and it was 
in evei^y respect as fine a road as could be met 
with in any country. There was a slight ascent 
^fter we left Kossi^r, probably about one-tenth 
per cent. — About, half-past four we observed a 
stunted tree or two before us, aiid shortly ^after- 
wards, we arrived at a springs where the people 
Jbalted to refresh the cattle, atad where we deter- 
. mined to remain during the night. Here/we 
wc^re followed by a janissary from the. cdm- 
mandant of : Kossier, who directed, that the 
^camels ^w§re»o< to be paid for, a* every th^ng 
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heak been furnished by goverament. Two J9^ 
nissaries accompanied ug — one was to escort vis 
to Cairo, and both were to accompany us ta 
K.b0nah« 

Upon tasting the spring at Ambawajee, I found 
it very brackish indeed, fit only for the refresh-* 
ment of the cattle. The margin of the stream 
was encrusted with salt. Our tent was pitched 
in a narrow valley, with solid precipitous rocks 
rising upon each side of us, to the height of aboat 
three or four hundred feet. I would say that 
the road this day, passed through a rocky 
gravelly desert, upon which any wheeled car- 
riage might be driven with the greatest facility. 
The night was cold, but there was no dew. 
Th^ thermometer at day-light 60*" ; distance five 
or six miles. 

March 2d, 1819.— Second day's journey. 

We moved from our ground this morning at 
about seven o'clock. I forgot to mention that 
Lady Nightingall, apprehending a second mis- 
fortune yesterday, similar to that she had already 
experienced^ determined to sit upon the camel 
en cavalier the remainder of the journey, which 
she found much' less fatiguing than she had 
expected. Th^ road continued through the 
same series of valleys, and became much more 
sandy. At .about nine o'clock, we arrived at au 
extraordinary number of fantastic fissures in a 
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Mountain to tl|« left, wfaicii woald «ktttact 
the notice of a traveller. It appeared as if 
an immense torrent of water had swept thfs 
huge and misshapen mass into the plain. After 
rounding a s6rt of projecting cliffy we arrived at 
two wells, which the guides told us had beeti 
built by the English, and whidi we implicitly 
believed, as they were -composed of brick and 
OKMrtar, and seemed to have been recently built. 
On our arrival «t Khenah, however, w^ learnt 
this to be a mistake. They had been built by a 
commandant at Kossier, named Aiiglesey^ and 
hence the mistake of the guides. The water 
was not quite so brackish as the spring at Atn- 
bawajee. From these wells we continued our 
journey a little to the southward of west, and 
proceeded to wind through rocky valleys, which 
communicated with each other in the most ex- 
traordinary way imaginable. We, would fancy 
ourselves completely environed by mountains, 
without seeing the road ten yards before us, 
when suddenly we would arrive at a turn df the 
precipice, and see it traversing in quite a^ op- 
posite direction. 

At about a mile to the westward of these w^ls, 
we noticed an extraordinary range of mountains 
to oar right, having the appearance of tonlbs. 
About twelve o'clock, we arrived at the An- 
trance of a pass, whieh appeared to be defendl|d 
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in times of old, by a fort now in ruins. The fort 
WW nearly sqoare.. Abont fifty yards each side, 
with r^alar bastions, hot in a complete state, of 
dilapidation . Inside the fort, there appeared to be 
the Femaias of a well, into which the earth had 
£Ulen ; and the mountain that overlooked this fort, 
was crowned by a watch-tower, or rather by the 
ruins of a small building, which the people told os 
had been used for that purpose. They said, 
4hes8 rutns were far anterior to their knowledge 
of the coantry« They believed they had been 
botlt by Europeans ; but whether by Frenoht 
English, or Romans, they did not know. 

AAier leaving this fort, the road ascended very 
considwably through the pass, which was not 
more than one hundred feet wide, and very ser- 
pentine. The ascent I idiould calculate to be 
dboat two per cent. Here our eye was in some 
degree refreshed by the appearance of vegeta- 
tion, in the shape of a wild prickly thorn, which 
the camels eat with greait avidity ; and, upon 
clearing the pdss, which was aboot two miles 
in extent, we occasionally passed trees of the 
bauMe, or acacia kind, some of them measuring 
seren and eiglit feet in ciroumfereote. 

The road still continued excellent ; was com- 
^posed of sand and gravel, andatabout aquarter past 
<ibree, we arrived at our baiting place, which the 
{leopl^cdled Sayed Ha^ Soolemao, and where 
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the Arabs procared most excelleiit water frooi 
the tnountaitis ; but I observed they used it only 
for their own refreshment, as they g'ave none to 
the cattle« At this place there was another old 
fort in ruins. The ascent still continued, but 
not so considerable. The night was not quite 
so cold. The thermometer 6S* ; distance twenty«- 
one or twenty-two miles. 

March Sd, 1819. — Third day's journey. 

We managed to get off this morning at a quar- 
ter past ^x o'clock, the camel men having become 
better acquainted with their loads, and more 
expert in placing them on the cattle. The road 
here took nearly a south-east direction for an 
hour, and wound in the same serpentine man* 
ner, through mountains of the most wild and 
savage sterility. We were constantly passing* 
the same sort of watch-towers we had noticed 
yesterday, and at about nine o^clock (when we 
arrived on' a sort of plain in the midst of this 
immense desert), we passed another of the, forts. 
We also saw several deer, which fled to the 
mountains on our approach, and the General saw 
some larks and a water-^wagtail ! ! ! The ascent 
litill continued very considerable, and the road 
lay to the northward of west. At one o'clock, 
we arrived at a ghaut, where the road became 
much more confined, but perfectly ps^ssable 
for all sorts of cattle. After passing this 
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ghaotj the road continued over a sort of 
table land, until about a quarter past two, 
when we passed through another ghaut, and 
began to descend upon tne other side, of what 
appeared to be a range of mountains. At the 
foot of this ghaut, there was a sort of hollow in 
the rock, io which was deposited' rain water, but 
not of a very wholesome appearance. I ob- 
served the camels were not baited here. From 
this ghaut the road descended very considerably, 
and at about half-past four, we arrived at our halt- 
ing grouiid, which the people called Hainmamat* 
jHere we encamped for the night. No water : 
distance twenty-seven miles; thermometer the 
following morpiug, 62% 

Marah 4Ahj 1819. — ^Fourth d^y'^^ journey. 
. This was, indeed, a day of fatigue! We 
. qiarched at a quarter past six, in nearly a north 
direction,c.but quickly turned to the west, at the 
. top of another rocky pass, which was in like man- 
ner defended by one of these forts; but wiA this 
difference^ that the fort appeared to have been 
much more considerable, extended from one side 
of the : pass to the other, and was surrounded 
by the ruins of an extensive town. The 
road passed through the fort, and continued 
down a considerable descent, probably two and a 
half per cent. At ten o'clock, we had emerged 
from the pass, and entered upon a more open 
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coualvj. Duriag our progreiB this nonmii^, 
W««aw iibnodance of partridge, pigaons, laiks, 
Ae. y ftnd half way through the pasfiy we obsarv^ 
aome Egypiian hierogiypfaica* aadar apaqaet- 
iog part oftkBwAf on the left-hand 8Ua4>f tbe 
iroad« We passeci another rained fort, aboot 
Jten.aVrlock, and saw the reinaina af a stone sar* 
^apbaguB, ly^ttg in the middle of the foad^ whii^h 
the people told us was used ^m a trough "felr 
•cMtle to drink oat of. 

We also observed that extraordinary phenome- 
non which the French call mirage^ and whidi ap- 
pears in this barren desert to mock the fe^eridh 
thirst of a weary traTcller; in many inntaneea 
I could have sworn we were aear the margin ef 
an extensive lake, so perfect was the deception. 

The desert, as we proceeded, became exceeding-^ 
ly barren, and the road much more sandy attd 4lii- 
ftgreeable. The heat was greater than any we had 
yet experienced, and we were certain, by the strfi- 
cftude our guides expressed to get ns forward, that 
we had a long <lay 's journey before us. We con- 
tinued to proceed forward until three o'clock, 
when we passed another extraordinary rock, mi 
iOur right hand, which appeared to have been 
rent Ivom dhe ^tdjotaing mountain by the force ef 
a torrent. 

^ KsBsaiteilBetiait. 
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At five o'clock in the evening, vire saw the sun 
gradually descending to rest, without any appear- 
ance of a bah. The guides told us, they were 
compelled to go forward to water, as the camels 
had not drank for three days. We were, there*- 
fore, constrained to summon all our patience, 
and hope for a speedy relief* Lady Nightingall, 
who had now ridden tleven kourSf began to com- 
plain of very considerable fatigue ; and the Qe^ 
neral, who travelled upon a donkey, was so ha- 
rassed by the motion of the animal, now com- 
pletely knocked up, that he was obliged to alight 
and walk. At length, about half-past six o*clock 
in the evening, we discovered two buildings on 
the horizon, wbifeh the guides told us were the 
long-wished-for wells * ; and when quite dark, 
to our joy, we arrived at most capital water, 
which 1 quaffed with greater gout than I ever 
recollect to have experienced before. Here we 
received an excellenft supply of lettuce from tra- 
vellers who were proceeding to Kossier. Dis- 
tance 31 miles. Thermometer 65*. 

March 5r*, 1819. — Fifth day's journey. 

We marched this morning at a quarter-past 
six o'clock, and passed over a greater desert e( 
sand than we had yet seen ; the road, however, 
was exceedingly good, and we saw several flights 

♦ WeHs of Legayts. 
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of remarkably fine plover. We saw^ no more 
fofts, and the pieople pointed oat a range of dis« 
tant mountains^ at the foot of which they said 
Kbenah Was situated. At half-past ten we 
were first gratified by the sights of tree^ ancl ve- 
getation on the. banks erf the Nile; and at one 
o'clock we arrived at an. Arab village, on the 
border of the cultivation, called Berambur, where 
the people flocked to us with milk, cheese, &c. 
&c. for sale; as Khenah was still foar hours 
distance in,froQt of us, and as both men and 
cattle were considerably fatigued with the jour- 
ney of the preceding day, it was determined, to 
halt here for the night. 

I am not capable of describing to you the sort 
of delightful sensation I experienced when I 
found myself surrounded by the rich verdure and 
cultivation of the Nile. The contrast betwecin 
the white sandy desert we had been passing, and, 
the rich corn and clover on the banks of this 
bountiful stream, is only to be imagined by those 
people, who like ourselves, had been traversing a 
dreary waste for four days, and then suddenly 
found themselves encompassed by the most luxu- 
riant vegetation* I cannot convey to you the 
siensation I experienced^ when I saw water in 
aibundance j ^hen I felt that we were not obliged 
to use it sparingly ; and that both men and cat- 
tle might drink their fill. In short, I refer you 
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to that period when you will yourself, probably, 
pass by the same route, to understand what our 
feelings were when our tents were first pitched in 
the corn fields of Egypt. Nothing can be more 
strengiy marked than the line o{ barrenness and 
fertility* You may literally stand with one foot 
in cloVer, and the other upon a barren desert, 
'where neither the animal or vegetable world are 
capjsble of sustaining existence ; where the eye on 
.dne side is fatigued with the boundless prospectof 
-an eternal waste, and onthe odier refreshed by the 
most smiling abundance and fertility. ' Here we 
obtained all sorts of supplies ; but the Arabs who 
furnished them are, indeed, held in a state of the 
most abject subjection; Every article that was 
! brought to us, passed in the first inistance through 
the hands of the Turkish janissaries, by whom 
tUreerfourths of the price was pocketed. ^ A Be- 
douin,, who had particular care of Lady Nightin- 
gall's camel, was so exceedingly attentive to her 
comfort,'that she was diesiVous of giving him some 
distinct reward before we arrived at Khenab, 
whidh he said he would conceal in the dasert, ats 
it would certainly be taken from him if it was 
given in the presence of the janissaries. She ac- 
cordingly desired me to present him with siomedoU 
lars, which God knows I intended most firmly to 
do; but alas ! the sight of Khenah drove him en- 
tirely from my memory, and the poor fellow was 
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dkftppouated of loin reward.**— I shall not say how 
mach I was distressed at this omission. Ther- 
mometer 68''. Distsjice, 19^ miles. 

March Qth, 1819.— Sixth Hay's jobmey. 

We mo/ved from the village of Berusbtir 
this morning at four o'clock^ in order to i^ach 
Rbesah before the sun became powerfoL The 
road contimied considerably to the northward 
of westy and skirted the cultivation of the 
Nile, nntil within five or six miles of Khenab, 
when it passed between fields and villages; 
and we observed, with astonishment, the extent 
and richness of the cultivation. 

At eight o'clock, we saw a party coming 
to ptieet us, apparently Turks, who were mounted 
• upon asses. To onr astonishment the principal 
person alighted from his donkey, and addressed 
the General in excellent French, presenting him 
a letter from Sir Thomas Maitland, which had 
been waiting his arrival at Khenah. Tfae gen- 
tleman who gave the letter was Mr. Anderson, 
whose good offices Mr» SaU's commimication 
had prepared us to receive. We accordingly 
ptoQeeded to bis house, in the town of Kbe- 
ittb, where we took up our abode. Distance, 
11 aules. Thevmometer at noon, 80^. In the 
morfth^g, afr^ 
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The following is the result of my €^$enkif' 
tion$ upo^ ihe paitsi^e of the. desert, A p^^^ 
SOB intendiag ^ to cress this desert should arrive 
at Kossi^ Pf'Udkm a fei<r days of the 1st of JauiiaH 
17 { siod should always cakolate upon a passago 
of /nir nmfo from die Straits of Bfeib^lmaiidel ; 
if be he so fotlunaie as to meet with wuJiher^ 
Iff mmd^ in the Bed Sea, he may congvatidate 
hituielf tqion being pecidiarly fieiroered ^ and it id 
bdtfevfor htmfo arrive ^Kossier^ a wedk b^are 
N^w Year's ]>ey than a >f eefc efter. The traveller 
may bring any cdmlert or eoaTcaience with himf 
he pliases,. as scNy nawAer of camels can be ptia« 
cHnred^ He ehoald^ howsvo*, prepare Uis loads in 
Itidii^ because Kossi^r is a miserable place for 
supplies of every kind, partioriarly cordage* 
Each package should not weigh more than few 
deocen of liquor ; and all the packages ought U> 
be of the size of an oblong case, which would eett^ 
' tain that qiuaustity. The camels are precisely the 
saase aaimats in every respect they are in Indian 
They are not dromedariee, aikl the loads may, 
therefore^ be as well fitted and arranged in Bom« 
bay, Madras, or Bengal, as in Kossier. Small 
packages of every kind should b^ avoided ; aad 
if there be any, they should be put into cases M 
jtbe site and description I have tneuttoned ; be- 
cause otherwise, they are constsntly Mltfig from 
die oaioietBy and this occasions a steppage to the 
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whole car^ran. The Arabs insist upon all pro^ 
etching tog^ber. The traveller ought to prepare 
a riding saddle in India for fixing upon the ca- 
mel, which he ought to bring with him. This 
saddle he may fashion in any way he pleases^ 
either with stirrups, pads, or otherwise ; and if 
he attends to the construction of it, he will be 
thankful for this advice, as the sort of hurdle to 
be procured at Kossier is a horrible substitute for 
a faowdah. I rode astride upon the rump of the 
camel, g^uided it myself, and sustained' very lit- 
tle ; fatigue, much less than if I had sat the 
same number of hours upon horseback. If, there- 
fore, I had arranged a saddle in the way I have 
described, I should have been very comfortable 
indeed. The camel travels about two miles and 
three quarters an' hour, and his paces are by bo 
means disagreeable ; he is perfectly docile, and 
may be guided with a packthread. 

The Nile water is delicious; therefore, it is 
quite unnecessary to bring more bottled water 
than is actually required for the passage across 
the desert. The GeneraPs party consisted of 
four people ; and although the servants occasion- 
ally drank of the bottled watier, yet we only ex- 
pended six dozen in five days ; two dozen for 
each traveller would, therefore, be abundance* 
Water in small kegs,^r cooking ^ should also he 
brought, as no good Water can be procured until 
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i^our ^rrWal at Legayta. Instead df a lar^e 
tent, which the general brought with him, I 
iVOuld recommend a stnal} rowty to each person^ 
or a seapoy's tent, tsomewhat enlarged for two. 
These are much more expeditiously pitched, and 
much easier carried ; and no defence iiSi required, 
except from the de^s of the night. 

The means of the tfavelier will suggest the et- 
tent and nature of his supplies. I would recom- 
mend beer in abundance, Port, and Madeira; he 
should remember that he has a very considerable 
journey before him after hie arrives at Khenah, 
and he cannot recruit his supplies until be reaches 
Cairo. Salt beef, sak pork, tongues^ and hnmps, 
he will find a great treat, as nothing of the kind 
is to be procured in Egypt. Two or three lan-^ 
terns will be essential, and if one or two are of 
the stable kind, they will be invaluable. The tra- 
veller ought to bring a gun with him, as he will 
find plenty of game in the desert. 

The camel loads i>ught to be so prepared^ that 
he will not have to unpack any thing but what 
he actually requires, for his journey across the 
desert. For example, two packages, upon one 
camelf ought to contain his eating apparatus, to^ 
gether with his booking utei^nils, and the liquor 
he may expend in five days. His bed ought to 
be a sea-cot, slung upon triangles; this we 
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found ^ most excellent contrivance; and in this 
cot there ought to be pockets, which would con- 
tain his dressing-case, writing materials, and 
three or four shirts for the journey. Charcoal 
should be procured at Kossier. Fowls should be 
taken alive. Mutton and kid will keep per- 
fectly well through the desert; and if these 
directions be attended to, he may cross in the 
month of January in five days most comfort- 
ably. , . », 

Whatever previous accounts may have stated, 
we qertajnly found the mid^j/ sun of the month 
of March, very powerful. I should think, how- 
ever, that the beat of January, and the early part 
^ Ff hru^ry, by no mean« oppressive. la fact, 
I agr^Q Mrith Mr. Salt, <^ that the passage of the 
d^ert is a bugbear ! ! !'' 

The General rode the whole distance through 
the defuert upoo an ass, which he preferred t^ 
a camel ; but I am decidedly of opAnioii, that a 
oaWfel WQiild be far less fatiguing. The heat 
d iniid-4ay was certainly greater than we had 
been taught, tp expect ; but the mornings aad 
evepings were exceedingly pleasant. I intend to 
sk^jtcb a route of the jouroey Mf:o^ from memo- 
randa I have made ; and I would advise any 
traveller who^ follows us» to divide the distance 
d^rei^ly : aay party^. however, will experience 
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some dtfficttlty in tndkingf a long jcrarney the fir a 
day, as they wil! snflSer considerable delay itt 
getting clear of Kossi er . 



KhSNAH, on GHENAtit. 

March 7«A, 1 8 1 9.--The first information weob- 
tatned from Mr. Anderson, accounted for the very 
tisible traces oi trater we observed on Dur jonr* 
ney . Althoog^fa rain is considered a sort of niiracle 
In Upper Egypt, yet it frequently descends iil 
torrents in the desert ; and in the evening Mr. A. 
pointed out to us a very large ravine on the edge 
of the town, which had been produced by the 
riisb of water from the mountains but a few 
months ago. During thirteen yeai^ that be has 
resided in Upper Egypt, it has only rained trvice^ 
and then in very gentle showers. We questioned 
Mr. Anderson upon the best method of visiting 
ancient Thebes; be advised us to go thereby Wit- 
ter ; the distance by the river, be stated id bethir^ 
ty-two riiiles, and with a fair wind we might reach 
it in ten or twelve hours. The travcBef wlH be 
aware that Thebes is higher up tbe stfeam than 
Khenah. Mr. Anderson's house wasr tbe firtrC 
Egyptian mansion we had inhabited^ and w^ *it- 
perienced some difficulty in finding our w^y frdttf 
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cue apartment to another.<~It was more like a 
labyrinth than a dwelling house. 

Khenah is a place of considerable resort, being 
the line of communication between the sea-coast 
and the whole of Upper Egypt, from whence a 
prodigious quantity of grain is conveyed to 
iKossier, and exported from thence to Arabia, 
and the western coast of the Red Sea. The 
heaps in store there, when we passed, were in^ 
calculable, and I understand, if we had arrived 
at any other season of the year, than the months 
of March and April, we would have seen hun- 
dreds of camels passing daily with their loads ; 
these useful auimals are, at present^ released 
from their labour, and fattening on the green 
herbage of spring. Khenah is governed by a 
chief, who commands four hundred infantry; 
and who is subject to the authority of a gover- 
nor-general of Upper Egypt, residing at Sued, 
several days journey fartlier down the Nile« — 
The population of Khenah is about ten thou- 
sand, and the territorial duties amount to about 
forty thousand dollars a year. This is said to be 
independent of the revenue arising fronfi the com- 
merce of the Nile, and other numberless sources ; 
so that the district of Khenah, whieh extends 
above Thebes, must yield considerable wealth to 
the government. 
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It may be stated once for alU that the pre- 
sent ruler, Mahommed Ally Pacha, is a most de- 
spotic sovereign/and very capable of screwing to 
himself the utqaost resources of this country. He 
is but nominally a subject of the Ottoman Porte, 
whom he feeds with bribes, when bis measures 
are called into question : he monopolizes all the 
trade and manufactures of Egypt ; and the re- 
presentative of the sublime presence is actually 
a manufacturer aiid vender of slippers. He is the 
sole proprietor of the soil, and but barely allows the 
cultivator snflScient produce to keep life and soul 
together : hardly any state of existence can be 
more truly wretched than that of the Arabs of this 
country ; they are governed by their Turkish ty- 
rants with the most cmel despotism, and really 
live in the most abject slavery. A private sol- 
dier exercises unlimited controttl overtbem, and 
lashes them with less compunction than he would 
his ass or his camel. In return, they view him 
with horror and aj^ersion ; but such is their state 
of servile .degradation, that multitudes are com-^ 
manded by one or two men. Before I leave 
Egypt, t may insert a few anecdotes that have 
been relatejd to me regarding the character of 
Mahomed Ally Pacha. 
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Visit to ancient Thebjss. 

March 8th. — Upoa consulting with Mr. An- 
dernon on th^ beat method of visiting these 
miraculous remains of Egyptian antiquity, be 
advised us most strongly to proceed there by 
water ; he told us, the distance was but thirty- 
two miles, and that a fair wind would carry us 
up in a very few hours. We accordingly hired 
a kaujdh for the accommodation of our party, 
and embarked this morning at about.ten o'clock. 
The kanjah is a remarkably comfortable boat, 
having a covered apartment in the stern, suffix 
ciently spacious to contain four people at dinner, 
and large enough to hold two beds, for Sir Miles 
and Lady Nigbtingall. We found it however 
most plentifully stocked with fieas and cocA;* 
roackeSf to the latter of which vermin Lady 
Nigbtiogall has a most unconquerable aversion. 
We had hardly left Khenah before the nor- 
therly wind subsided, and we were obliged to 
have recourse to our oars. We certainly thought 
o^rsdives peculiarly unfortunate by water, as a 
fair wind for passing up the stream generaUy 
blows nine days out of ten; we continued, how- 
ever, to push against our bad fortune^ until sun« 
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their labour, we fastened ourselves for the night 
near a village, and feasted upon an Egyptian 
dinner prepared for us by Mr. Anderson, who 
accompanied our party in another boat. 

March dth. — Strange to say, our aquatic luck 
still pursued us, and the weather became un- 
usually sultry. We were alt day employed row- 
ing up the stream, and anchored at night near 
the residence of a Turkish commandant, who 
received and entertained us with the most kind 
hospitality. The moment he heard of cor ar- 
rival in his neighbourhood, he sent down to 
invite the General to pay him a visit,- and' he 
accompanied bis request with a most excellent 
dinner, which was dressed a la Turque^ and 
which consisted, amongst oth^r dishes, of quan-» 
titles of game, killed by the chief and hist ser- 
vants. The conversation therefore turned upon 
field sports, upon which our host Was most elo- 
quent; his dogs were brought in to be admired, 
and when We hinted thdt these animals were 
unclean, and forbidden to be touched by the 
koran, he laughingly denied that Mdhomet in- 
tended to extend this interdiction to sportsmen; 
he also stewed us a variety of fowling pieceis, 
which were exceedingly bad, With the exceptlott' 
of one, wfaicit was of £ng)ish workmanship, ftnd 
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given to him by Mr. Salt — th\s gun he praised 
highly. The attention paid to Lady NightingaU 
was exceediDgly great; she was presented with 
sweetmeats and sherbet^ and the Turkish chief 
expressed bis sorrow that his wives were not 
with him, to have the pleasure of being pre- 
sented to her. He said he was merely on a 
hunting excursion, and that his family were at 
Sued. . He advised us to be very careful during 
the night, as this part of the river was literally 
the h^ad quarters of tlie aUigatorSf which, by- 
tbe-by, W9 heard in great numbers, hisijing and 
floundering in the stream. 

March 10/A, — At day-light this morning we 
continued our course up the river^ and at ^bout 
nine o'clbck discovered the colossal ruins of* 
Thebes, towering far above the trees and vege- 
ts^tion on both banks of the Nile. 

To describe these stupendous monuments of 
human labour, or to convey any idea of such won* 
derful remains of antiquity is far beyond the 
powers of my pen, or indeed, the pen of any man 
living* The pencil of the artist, or the model of 
the sculptor, are alone capable of conveying 
a correct notion of these colossal ruins. I shall, 
therefore, confine myself to a very brief account 
qf the Egyptian i^onders* 

Thebea woqld. appear to have been divided in- 
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to two parts by the Ntle^ which here exhibits a 
most beautiful appearance. The inhabitants 
of the country designate the rains upon the 
Eastern side, Carnac and Luxare ; those npon 
the Western side, Goomah ; all the catacombs 
are upon the Western side^ on the face of a 
mountain which runs parallel to the river in this 
part» and would aippear to have been the Wes* 
tern boundary of ancient Thebes.-^We landed 
on the Eastern side at LttxarCf on the ruins of 
an ancient pier, which projected into the river, 
and on which were several stone images in im« 
perfect preservation. They were all of the same 
character — females with lion's heads, seated with 
their hands extended on their thighs, and their 
left hand grasping the key of the Nile. From 
thence we proceeded to the remains of an ancient 
temple, which is half smothered beneath its own 
ruins ; and the more modem habitations of the 
Arabs. This temple, which the people of the 
country call Luxore, appears to have covered a 
very considerable space, and is now divided into 
three distinct parts, which were formerly con^^ 
nected with each other. The centre part is the 
most decayed; an enormous capital of which 
fronts the ritrer, supported by pillars of prodigi* 
ous magnitude; the ornaments of whidi have 
been totally. destroyed. The two other parts of 
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the temple are better* preserved ; and* in some' 
places, the bieroglyphtcs are nearly as pa'fedt as 
die day they were formed. The sides of this 
boilding- have no reference to the cardinal points 
of the compass. The face, in which appeared 
to be the principal entrance, looked to the Norths 
East. Here we were, indeed, bewildered with 
astonishment when we beheld two lovely obelisks 
in the most perfect state of preservation, composed 
of solid pieces of granite, forty-six feet above the 
surface of the earth, and thirty-six feet buried 
to the pedestal ; the beauty of these pillars conld 
hardly be surpassed. The figures and hiert)gty« 
pbics upon them are as fresh and as perfect 
as the day they %vere iinisbied. Some of the 
animals ar^ most exquisitely formed. The owl 
is every where predominant ; but the figure of 
the bull Apis excited our greatest admiration ; 
it was, indeed, nlost beautifully finished. Im*' 
mediately behind these obelisks, there are two 
granite figures of enormous magnitude, with their 
head and sbouldens onltf above the surface of the 
earth. These were much injured ; and amongst 
the Arab huts in the ca^tre of the building, there 
is part of a third ' colossal figure, which has 
been removed from its sttuatioii between the 
oth«r two^ Before I aaw these pfodtgtooa blocks 
«f gnnit^ I wM aitohisbed at tile* etKyraiouii 
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masses of stone, which extended from pillar to 
pillar of the temple, each of which wonld appear 
to defy the mechanical powers of the present 
day ; but' when I saw these farther specimens 
of ancient lahour, I was indeed, incapai>le of any 
more speculations. The g-ranite monuments in 
question must have been brought from the cata- 
racts^-^There is no stone of that description 
nearer to Thebes — they must, therefore, have 
been floated down the Nile, a distance of about 
sixty leagues ; and a French sculptor, whom we 
found at Luxare, told us, that if they were slung 
between two first rates, they would with diffi* 
cttlty be able to float them. I shall, therefore, 
leave my reader to form his own conjectures, 
upon the mechanical powers that were employed 
to bring these obelisks to their present situation^ 
and raise them perpendicnlarly upon their pedes- 
tals, 82 French feet. 

The North ang^le of this building is in the best 
repair. I ascended to the top of it by a stone 
staircase in the body of the wall, and read the 
names of many of my countrymen ; amongst 
others, that of " J. L. Corry, R. N. and J. Gor- 

From this sttaation, I enjoyed s remarkably 
ine prospect of the ruins of Ckmac, together with 
Ilia cataisooibs on the western side of' the Nile; 
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and the ruins of othmr temples, which appeared 
to correspond to those of Laxore and Carnac. 



Ruins of Carnac. 

In the evening we visited tbe^e remains, which 
with the exception of the obelisks, are much 
more stupendous and magnificent than those 
of Luxore. They cover an infinitely larger 
space of ground, and are precisely of the same 
style of architecture. There is a most superb 
gate facing the South- West, upon which the 
hieroglyphics, and even the colours are wonder- 
fully preserved. To this gate there is an ave- 
nue of colossal sphinxes, of the same stone with 
the temples, which would appear to have reached 
to the temple of Luxore, although three-quarters 
of a mile distant. In many parts, the pillars that 
support these enormous masses of stone, have' 
fallen down, yet the union of the building is 
so mechanically perfect, that it remains appa- 
rently suspended in the air. The temples ave 
all built of a sort of free stone, whiph I should not 
have supposed so durable as it has proved ; but 
I repeat ag;ain, that I am incapable of describing 
the beauty of these wondterful remains; and I 
shall proceed to detail my vbfit to the catacombfli 
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ill ^hicb, I confess, I felt a more powerful 
interest. 



The Catacombs. 

IIM. — I ibis morning crossed the river to visit 
the catacombs on the Western bank. My gaide 
condacted me by a very circuitous route, to the 
ruiQs of another temple,* on theshoulder of thehill, 
where the catacombs are situated. This temple 
is as much in rnins as those upon the other 
side, and it is precisely of the same character. 
The capitals of the pillars are a little more per- 
fect, and in more modern times the christians ap- 
pear to have converted the interior court into a 
church — here are some stone pillars of their for- 
mation, which serve as 9, fail to the Egyptian 
ruin. 

From thence I crossed to Memnonium, another 
temple, about three quarters of a mile to the N.E. ; 
but I stopped on my way to examine two colossal: 
figures equi-distant from those temples, and 
facing Luxore. These figures are very niuch 
defaced. They are seated^ with the key of the 
Nile in their right hand, and their height in 
this posture is about sixty feet. They were 
originally of one stone each; but the northern 

♦ Medinet Haboa. 
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one was thrown down at an early period, 
and its upper parts afterwards rebuilt. The 
one having many Greek inscriptions on the 
legs, is supposed to be the speaking statue 
of Memnon. I found the next ruin to be the 
palace of Memnon, as it is commonly called, but 
lapposed by the French S9avans to be the tomb 
of Osmaodyas, whose statoe is lying in broken 
pieces ii|^on the ground, hewn in granite, and 
much more giglmtic than those I had left. For 
example, his second toe is precisely as long; 
as from my heel to my hip. From thence I 
ascended to the catacombs immediately in the 
rear. They encircle the whole face of the moun- 
tain^ which appears to, have been the western 
boundary pi Thebes, and it is impossible to say 
where they terminate. After diving and wan-' 
dering among these tombs for some time, an 
J^rab offered his services, and conducted me to 
one that had been recently opened. At first, I 
saw nothing but an excavation of the earth, 
aboBt fifteen feet deep, with a small aperture at 
the bottom, through which I contrived to insert 
myself. I then found I was in a most beautiful 
apartment, about eight feet high, seven feet 
broad, and twelve feet long, branching ofi* into 
others of a similar description, with the coloors, 
figures, and hieroglyphics as vivid and as perfect 
as the day they vvere painted j but as the tombs 

4 
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of the kings, which we visited io the eveoingt 
are mnch more marvellous, I shall reserve my 
descriptive powers for that more ipteresting' 
theme. 

In the bottom of this vaiilti I found a mummy 
which had been recently discovered. I was not 
contented until I had unwrapped every fold of 
its garments, and to my astonishment, I proved 
every limb and every feature to be as perfect, 
probably, as the day it was buried. The hair 
was a bright auburn, the body was that of a 
female, and the feet and nails were so beautifully 
preserved, that I have brought them along with 
me as specimens. In short, I think, if I had 
known the person alive> I should have recognised 
her dead. This, after the lapse of two thou* 
sand years, is a tolerable proof of their balsamic 
knowledge. 



The Tombs of the Kings. 

12th. — ^We this evening visited the tombs of 
tbe kings, so called from their surprising magoi^ 
ficence. They are situated several males from 
tlie other catacombs, and the road leading to 
tbem.paases through the most savage and dreary 
wild . I ever saw. Their wonders amply com- 
pensated us for all the fatigue and annoyance 
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we ha^l experienced, both on the Teig^nniotatb 
and in the desert. * 

These tombs are iii like manner hewn in the 
side of a rocky mountain.^ — ^The one we first 
visited, was discovered by Mr. Belzoni, an agent 
of Mr. Salt, about a year and half ago. The 
excavation he made in the earth, about twenty* 
five feet deep, discovered a passage leadings as 
it Were into the very body of the mountain, and 
descending at about an angle of forty-five de- 
grees. For the bettet* preservation of this mar- 
vellous tomb, Mr. Salt has placed a large door 
at the entrance, which upon being opened dis- 
covers a flight of steps descending into the very 
bowels of the earth. — This passage is about 
eighteen feet broad. — The upper surface de- 
scends at the same angle as the lower, and is 
about ten feet high. We were all prieviously 
furnished with candles, as day*light would be 
soon excluded, and thus equipped we proceeded 
upon our research. We had descended but a 
short distance, when an inequality in the passage 
hid the entrance from our view, and we were 
then reduced to torch-light. Nothing could 
surpass the beauty of the figures and hierogly- 
phics on the walls as we went down. We could 
have sworn, in many instances, they were start- 
ing from the wall to gre^t our arrival. To 
attempt giving any detail of these figures^ would 
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be far beyond the littiitd I mnat assign to myself. 
But I may safely say there were thousands of 
different groups and processions all equally par« 
f«ct and beautiful. Branching off from this 
p^issage,, there were several smcdl apartments, 
about ten feet square, ln^hich seemed to be al- 
lotted to different subjects. For example, I re* 
member one, where the bull Apis formed the 
principal figujre of a. procession, and appear- 
ed to be the presiding deity of tb^^ group. An*? 
otjieri^ wjiere ft pii*pcession upoo the Nije, wa^ 
most beautifully pourtrayed, and where female 
figures were most numerous. The ceiling of 
the passage represented tli^ firmament* We 
proceeded forward 120 feet at the angle of de- 
scent I ha;Ve mentioned, and arrived at a most 
lovely suite of apartnients, supported by pillars 
hewn out of the solid rock, and covered with 
hieroglyphics in the most perfect state of pre- 
servation. It was, indeed, curious to hear the 
exclamations of each individual, as they separately 
dkicovered sc^jects for wonder. No animal 
seemed to have been forgotten. The tenants of 
earth, air, and water, appeared to be surrounding 
us in. every compartment of this wonderfpl tomb, 
and nothing was heard from our party but excla- 
malioDis of astonishment and pleasure. In this 
suite, of apartments, there was a procession of 
females, apparently carrying a sacrifice, and the 
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torn tnd mould of their litkibs beneitti t!i6ir 
drapery, would have been Hfrorthy of the srtiidy of 
ady artist. The roof of this aparttneut was flat, 
with innumerable figures painted on thd ceiling. 
Here I thought we had reached the end of th^ 
tomb, but to my astonishment I found W^ had 
yet a tery considerable distant!^ to desbend. 
We accordingly proceeded down attother flight 
of steps about sixty-flve feet at this same angle 
and of the same dimensions as that We had just 
passed, and arrived at another suite of apart> 
ments more splendid than those w« had quitted. 
These apartments were terminated hf ohe much 
more beautiful ihMt tb^ rest, in Hvhieh U al*i. 
baster coffin, or saircophagiis^, had bion founds 
bnt no mummy. This Apartment Was thirtjr 
feet long, eighteen feet broad^ add twenty feet 
high. The roof was arched in shapes and ixip^ 
ported by pillars of the same deseHptiou as those 
above. Here, then, we Were in the vei'y boweh 
of the mountain, with p^obabfy Utree or fbttr 
hundred feet of rock and emh nbove tts. Tb 
the left of these apartm^nts^ there ^ a \Kitf 
large room, surrounded by a sort of pMrjectiflg 
shelf, or sideboard, intend^ ^^pf^atHntfy to hdd 
the bodies of the deceafefed t and, in the (MntM, 
there was a pile of many thoosaiNl liidrliKittva 

* This sarcopfiagus is now deposit^ t l)eli«Te^ m t&e firitiib 
Museum. 
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^gmes ot hiiofian iHnixHihkJi; m^n^^ of w^icb v^e 
broughi a^ay wit^' viii. It is supptx^ed"; tbat la 
an'ciehf times, dkcU ^ersoil wtfo iHioxhpiiii^tli^ 
body o^ the deceased, bY'd'tTght t^ith hii!i!iL one o^ 
these smalt images, ^1[At]i WiehiH th^ to^' 
witli the dead. 

VVhen Mr. Belzorii discovered <hls catacomb,' 
£e tound a wooaeh coffin ot most beautiful wo'r&- 
matisnip, in ifie cfentre of tlhe prliici^at apai^-' 
meni, wliicK I have jiist rfescrifee'd j bull ifi^ 
coffin nad been broken, and tfre body appairientlj^ 
remOvea. It is conjectured inii CambysesV 
M^l^en Ke oVei^aii mis couiiiry, perfornied H^ 
miscniet 3 but 1 very sltrongly ^bii^t, itat^ tJam- 
Dyses ever saw tne catacomo m question. The 
fory wim wnicA ite desWoyecf tlieir ditferen'i itfols 
ana gods, his bei^n regularly handed^ clown ^6* 
us; ana li therefore appears extraordin'ary, mat 
lie stioiild have been' contenfea vtim removingf 
the boAy of ^he deceased, and leaving these sjplen* 
did mbnumeilts of art and labour uninjured. I 
wotdd rather supjpose tne body had never been 
' ifiere, particutarty as several of the apartment's 
reinaiii ilmfinisned. In iHe principal apartment, 
where the coffini was jfouhd, the animar that oc- 
curred mosi freqi&iently Was a lion ; biit the pencil 
18 so at>sblnfely necessary to convey a correct 

* One of dieae figares is now in the poesesBion of Captaiii 
Itianier, of the Navy, at Southampton. 
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idea of this apartment, that I shall not proceed ta 
farther particulars* In one of the apartments, 
there were some balsam^d sheep, which were so 
thoroughly natural, that they looked as if they 
had just taken refuge there. How much farther 
the tomb proceeded, we knew not, but when it 
was originally discovered, a quantity of water was 
deposited about the sarcophagus, which upon open- 
ing a small aperture beyond it, instantly escaped 
down a farther passage of the mountain, and ran 
subterraneously God knows whither. We re- 
mained in this tomb until we were compelled to 
leave it, by the approach of night; but before 
we departed from the neighbourhood, we visited 
another of the same description; which having 
been discovered in 1804, is much injured by the 
admission of the air, and the visits of the curious. 
When one speaks of these splendid monuments 
of human skill and labour, and states theni still 
to remain in a state of the most perfect preser- 
vation, the reader may possibly suppose that this 
character is bestowed upon them, with reference 
to the astonishing period they are known to have 
' existed ; hut that is not the case — they are as 
perfect in every respect— the colours are as vivid, 
and the figures are apparently as recently exe- 
cuted as if the artist had but just concluded liis 
labour* Not a single mark of decay is visible 
upon them, not ^e least appearance of any injurjf 
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whatsoever ; and if I did not know them to be 
the tomhs of the ancient Egyptians^ I should 
suppose them to have been finished within the 
last fortnight. 

There wks one apartment of the new tomb 
in. an unfinished state, which communicated an 
extraordinary sensation to my mind. It ap- 
peared as if the painter had but that moment 
left the room, and had been just employed in 
etching out the figures he was proceeding to 
finish. The red chalk outline, the sketches more 
complete, and the various designs of the artist, 
were as perfect as the moment he had left them 
When, therefore, it is known that the fingers 
which traced these outlines have been thousands 
of years numbered with the dead, the sensation 
produced upon one's mind will be easier con- 
ceived than described. 

Cambyses, the Persian conqueror, who de- 
stroyed Thebes, died upwards of 500 years before 
the birth of Christ : it i» therefore known, that 
these tombs must have existed upwards of S300 
years! How much anterior to this period we do 
^ not know. In the age of Juvenal, who died 
A. D. 128, it is stated that few traces of them 
were seen: — ^it is therefore probable, that the 
ruins of Thebes of the present day, are in as 
high a state of preservation as in the days of 
Juvenal. 
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[paving jlhus threaded f$r several bopni tbfs^ ~ 
magnificent monuipents qf regal pride, wp pri^-^ 
pared, at abo^t ifevep p!clpck, to return \p om: 
boats. At eveqr Arab village which v^e pus^^f); 
during oi^ir ride, ^e wer^ furioiis|y ttss^l^f 4 ^Y 
hundreds of dogs, ijfho appeared by tfi^ir Ijesjjty,/ 
strength, and ferpcjty, to b^ linpally degc^Qdj^d^ 
fro^ the goj^s of tl)p ifnci<^Rf f^g»yp1^i$n?. T^^Y 
flevr at U8 with thq j^ost s^vftge fury, bjrt the 
voice pf t|)e youngest cbi)f{ iii t|ie YJHaTO vf(s 
Bi)g$cient to suppiccss ^f(^ ire^ an^ drjve \]i^m, 
grovUng and grumbUpg tP \M9 W^r. Ift tbs 
morning J. was so bcse( l>y \\\^f^ f^niijials, |ha}; | 
W^s foin tp taice ppst; hPW * rjsit^g gypvnd, ^qd 
fitapd on the defenstye, w|;il I was relieved from 
my perilous sjtii^tion by ft litf}§ Utchin of ^^% 
three ypars old, jfljp lynmei^iafely askf d ©§ ftc 
^ Buxies, and which I assi^re yp^ ]( g^ve t^^g^ iq 
tl)e gladness pf my be^r.^ most liberf^Uy. Wb^^ 
fve reached t^e bp^ts we fouq^ a crowd pf people 
collected tjiefp )yit|i £)n|jques and cu^ip^iti^, 
faked out pf tb§ \ovp\^p, qppn whipb ^bsy set ^ 
ya^H^f '4^4 ep(Jeay,pm-ed ^o ^i^pose pf them tp 
ft^r P^Fly- 'n \^\s §ort of negqciation we wecft 
greatly iudebted tp I^r. A?lderson's ^npwkdgfe 
^f Egyptian fra^c, as \xe, generally procqr^ 
^verjt tjiing for alpput ^ne-third pf the pri«e tbey 

* Reward. 



Digitized by 



Google 



101 
mt 6r4 4emfiYii4#4« Mn. Atderson wu Mf«m- 

vflko 9tppef«r$ tq tiav^ imlHlied no wiaU ^jpiaatiti^ 
ef 9lttjf sijip^(MM>ii» preJQcUce; aiMngat ctbw 
ftmcie^ )i6 told. u% tbat tlm. Nite rose oot of two 
voUg ia ti^ mowt^AR^ lA th^ distaaoe of aoma 
Ijbwsa^^ of mil^ «od tdftit raia had oolbio^ at 
«^l to do with ilm m^pfiy of i(i» waters. Owr 
imirtl\y bc^t^ who hudi duaiJc. a fow gTuwA of tha 
General's old Madb]cat.baGaiiie qMte oiilrag*eoiif 
at hm igQwance, and told Km ha wsa a siUji 
Idol for exprossiftg those oftniom* Wo found all 
ont ^Kute to. oiQV/O tbo. boataaoii hefora morning 
fritttlo99; we> ther^foie^ ramaiiiad fititenad to 
the hank uatijl dayligltf, whoa wo proceeded at 
a ra^ tale toiwards KJkeMh». whioh we naached 
at ahoat seren. o/ielock in the eveoingi most de« 
lighted with our es^cocsion and it& lesatta. 

Our first QJBfiNrty after one ratum, was to procure 
boats> finr* the oonveyance^of onr party to Cairoi 
As. the distance was le^ry considerable, we wepo 
desirous of beuig as comfontaUe as. possible dar^ 
ing our voyage; and, ia &is. view, Sir Miles 
KUghtingall: hired a lange craft, whidi was re^ 
commended tOi him &fv its- aceommodatioa byr 
Mr* Andenson ; but thjs boat pixyved so e(»cead>> 
iagfy. slow wn^ onmanageaUe^ tfaaA^ opoii; the 
second day alkec ow dapaistnroi w^ wooe* com^ 
pelied to make another distribution of our party, 
and abandon the floating mountain altogether. 
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March ibth. — The General havings presented 
liiir. Anderson with several valuable presents, as 
some acknowledgment for his kindness and 
attention to us, we left Khenah this forenoon 
and proceeded on our voyage down the Nile. 
At about two o'clock we stopped on the western 
bank of the river, and Visited the ruins of a 
magnificent temple at Dendera^. This temple is 
in a state of the most beautiful preservation, com- 
{)ared with those of Luxdre and Camac. It is 
nearly of the same architecture with those at 
Thebes, excepting the capitals of the pillars, 
which are ornamented with colossal heads and 
faces. The roof of this temple is entire, and 
some parts of the ceiling are exceedingly beaoti* 
All; but the vile Saracens, or early Christians^ 
have done all in their power to destroy its beauty, 
which must in ila time have been very remark- 
able. There is a curious winding staircase 
in the body of the building, with apartmiButs 
branching from it : this passage has wonderfully 
escaped the devouring hand of time. There is 
olso a large apartment in the rear of the temple, 
to which no light is admitted, and which I should 
suppose to have been appropriated to the exer- 
cise of their religious mysteries. In the south 
wing there is a small chamber,- upon the roof of 
which the twelve signs of the Zodiac are as per- 

* Tentyrw. 
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fectly carved, as if they had been scniptnred by 
Bn astronomjeir of the present day. After seeing 
every thing wonderful at Dendera, we proceed- 
ed down the river, and found a remarkable 
change in the temperature. • Whilst we were at 
Thebes and at Khenah, the weather became so 
exceedingly hot as to be quite oppressive. The 
thermometer at noon, on the 13tb, was 86"; and 
Mr. Anderson appeared to entertain considerable 
fears for the crops. It has now become delight- 
fully cool. The thermometer, this evening, ai 
sun-set, stands at 74*. 

IQih. — ^We proceeded this morning on our 
¥oyage, after making a second distribution of 
the boats. The bark allotted for the General's 
accommodation, was so largfe and unmanageablep 
as I have already said, that she was abandoned, 
and Sir Miles and Lady Nightingall occupied 
mine* 1 doubled up with Charlton Tucker. 
Thermometer^ morning W ; noon 76^ ; evening 
70V 

ink. — ^Proceeding on our voyage, thermo- 
meter at day-light 56*; at eight o'clock dO*; 
noon 72* ; evening 68*. 

IBtk. — ^Proceeding on our voyage. Thermo- 
meter in the morning at daylight 62*. At 8 o'clock, 
6^» At noon 74% At sun-set 70*. 
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Daring the whole of last night, our boats were 
•urrounded by such multitudes of alligators and 
crocodiles, that at tinaes we expected them to 
walk in, and pay us a visit in our cabins, 

19<A. — Thermometer in the morning at day- 
light, h2\ Koon, 80\ Evening, 62^ 

20tA. — We arrived this morning at Sued*, 
which is the place of residence of Tiftedar 
Bey, Governor-general of Upper Egypt. — 
Here we obtained the alarming intelligence 
from an Italian surgeon to his Excellency, that 
the plague was raging to such a degree at Cairo 
and Alexandria, that it would be madness for us 
to proceed down the river. As this gentleman 
appeared, however, to deal somewhat in the 
marvellous, we were in great hopes, the facts 
were much magnified ; we determined therefore 
to proceed to the house of an English gentleman, 
who lives about fourteen leagues further down 
the river, and there decide upon the measures 

* Dicopolif. 
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best to be adppted — this is indeed a delightful 
prospect^ to be detained in Uppel: Egypt, until 
the end of July. 

The General called upon his Excellency, by 
whom he was received with the greatest kindness 
and civility, and was the only person presented 
with a pipe. Captain Tucker and myself were 
considered totally unworthy of this distinction. 
It is a point of etiquette, I fancy, that no supe- 
rior ever rises to an inferior among the Turkg, 
and this is particularly felt when a Christian 13 
introduced to them. To avoid the unpleasant 
alternative, of being either uncivil or too con- 
descending, Tiftedar Bey managed to be stand- 
ing in a corner of the room when the General 
was first introduced to him ; and it will be seen 
afterwards, that the great Mahomed Ally, Pacha 
of Egypt, who acknowledges no superior, adopted 
the same plaa to protect his dignity, when Sir 
Miles Nightingall was presented. It was curious 
to witness the dreadful alarm that was mani- 
fested by the Italian surgeon, when he even 
spoke of the plague ; he appeared to dread the 
very subject as a vehicle for contagion, and soli- 
cited us more than once, '^ not to talk about the 
pest,^* which he told us, with horrible contortions, 
was the most dreadful of all possible maladies. 
We. paid this gentleman a visit, and was intro- 
duced to bis family, consisting of a wife, her 
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ikhi oS kh ikpiesk io tiiko ixiii MeUMa, saA 
we received oar first lesson upoii ihH liiethbd 6t 
c6intoiini6dl(i^ Mh iHds^ {Jliepl^ ^lib' bring 
ietieiii ffoni &ii inft^btM pAri 6i ti(^ coiintiy— ^#e 
^ere ioTd io stand iii afifTs lengilt, receive t^e 
teiier V^ith ^ p&l^ 6f iron tongs, sth'd afieiriniin'^rs-: 
mg the same in vinegar, we were to smoke it for 
a coiiple bf liofi» over Burning brimsiohe anct 
4Cniw. Jii t^e evening Ififtedar Bey sent us 
immense quantiii^ of fefr^stimenis ol* everv &ind» 
dti3 af^er taking feave or our li'alian qiidkefj we 
proceeded iipoii our voyage.-^ThernSometer dl 
akylight 64\ l^'oon ir. jilvening WP. 

ii^^. — We were proceeding down ibi rivftr, 
making t>ui Utile progress against strong nor- 
tnerly winds. I'hefmomete^^ iii tne m6raing, 5S • 
i^oc/fi, 68*. jfevening, 3^\ 

iind. — ^W e arrived this fevenrng at Racbi* 
inont, tlie residence of Mr. Bff&ey W6b was 
untofinnately absent on business; we were how- 
ever received with the greatest kindnes^ and Hos- 
piialiiy by lilrs. Bryne, and We ih*6p6sed pfd- 
ceeding tBe following morning to see i$ie rbins 
of Asbmohum, about four miles disfanf iroin 
Radainont. 

The inteiligerice we received at Sqedfi re- 
garding the plague, Was neither contradictod 
of confirmed. It would appear^ by Mrs. Bryne^i 
3 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ill 

Sbteibtot^ iBatii U n^^ ifW/ Mi^Ij^ at Aiex*. 
andHs, tod thai m^M iidcfdeiib* Hate ocbtitTM 
kibbogaitUMmopHam. Itwitt iMi%fbr« ittii>bi:. 
sible fof' Itie QehetiA tO "dUtmi ^hitt pliUl wa^ 
b^t to be ddb[>tkd, tttttll he ^^ M.if. Bi^he, and 
coDsalted With faim ^ei^dallj. Mr. Bryiih ^Mk 
abdtit eight leagiles furlbef dbwh tbe ri\rer» i6 
whom an expilisti Was immediatbljr sent, advising ''V'/ 
hlto of OttiF triivd. The^otiielter, iiiditnng 60^. 
Noon, 70*. Eiebihjj;, dt. 

'HSd.^Vri proceeded dfc dajr-light ib s«^ 
the fhifls 6f Atrhdnotitiint, -v^hich hardly t^ 
Waifdbd OS foi;' a disagi^eeiible ride Of fiV& 
litilM. The ntt df thij pkc6 iij ¥6^ c6e(iK^ 
derAMe; bdt tBe only i-ettiainst Of iff </hitiitai*^, ik 
dfi^ ^t^#ay, 0^ portal, iit WOts^ ^r^«¥vation 
Hkitfi idy W« Md ptkVibvAhf i%Ht^d. lii fiicf, 
tili^re -^tijt hardly d single MoroglyphTc r^niitimiig', 
aSi^otigll in da^s 6f yore, tile pla6e most hat6 
fteen tety €tUM.ifi. Mril, BiyA^ irds the firift 

hat ihftiineii if 666 4^die«dhigly (Ae&sing, and h» 
jiersott itefiiafkaMy ^obd. itfUf a day of grcftt 
ttttlety tb plettb IKr ^b»e», !<he entertained a» 14 
tlMr^enid^ wifhiotairi Kalian airt, i^^ich she ^n^ 
#itB ^i^e^fMte', arid M;ebifl|^ani^d herself on the 

* jWAsbyplagUBiecaUedoMubiKi// 
f ttcfanopons Magu. 
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BIr. Bryne is employed by the Pacha in ma^ 
nufactoring sugar, and distilling rum, W^ were 
astonished at the extent of his works, and 
the apparent yalne of his produce. Under any 
other than a despotic government, he would bid 
fair to undersell our West Indian, colonies, and 
supply the whole of the South of Europe with 
these essential commodities. — Under a Turkv 
ish government, however, industry . seldom pros* 
pers, more especially under the superintendence 
of a christian. The prejudices entertained against 
him by the officers of the Turkish state, bid fair 
to defeat every exertion he can possibly make 
foi^ the prosperity of his concern. Thermometelr 
in the morning, 45*. Noon, 70°. Evening, 64*. 

24iA. — ^We arrived this morning at Miniat, 
where we found Mr. Bryne prepared to receive 
us. His account of the plague was far from en«- 
Gouraging; it was raging, he said, at Alexandria 
with great violence, as well as at Rosetta ; but 
there was no positive information of its having 
yet reached Cairo. An express was therefore 
dispatched to Mr. Lee, the Consul at Alexandria, 
requesting him to inform the General, if a trans- 
port was still at that port, which Sir Thomas 
Maitland sent in the month of December, to 
receive Sir Miles and his suite ; and as it was im- 
possible, under existing circumstances, to proceed 
by land from Rosetta to Alexandria^ the General 
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arrang^ed, with the kind aftsistatice of Mr. Bryoe, 
to proceed direct to that port^ without having 
any communication with the shore, except. to 
change boats at Rosetta. Mf . Lee was therefore 
requested, if the transport was not at Alexandria, 
to engage some other ship to carry the General 
and his party over to the Continent of Europe. 

The great kindness of the Turkish command- 
ant at Miniat^ enabled us to complete all these 
arrangements ; be was by far the most superb 
Turk we had yet seen, and was indeed most 
magnificent in his attentions to the General ; he 
insisted upon Sir Miles and Lady Nightingall 
proceeding down the river in his state boat ; be 
pitched a suite of tents for their accommodation 
on the banks of the Nile; and, in short, he spared 
no exertion to manifest his attachment to the 
English, and his respect for the General's situa- 
tion. After enjoying all the attentions he could 
lavish upon us during the day, we returned at 
night towards Radamont, there to await tbe issue 
of our inquiries at Cairo. 

25th. — We certainly had most extraordinary 
luck by water. Southerly winds are miracles in 
Egypt, yet to our astonishment, it blew from 
the south all day, apparently because we were 
returning up the stream. 

26/A.— 27«A.— 28M.— 29*A.— We were stay- 
ing at Radamont until an answer should be re- 

I 
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teired from Mr. Azi» (Mr. BttU*s fi©crf*wry)t 
respeGtingf the plague, to whom a ktl^r ww 
sent by the Greneral from Sued. Here we wete 
Ibrtunftte enoogk to meet the Ck>Bfiul4x«ineraU 
4HI his retam from an excoraion to th^ «e€<MBd 
Cataraets. We therefore pkoed owsejyes unckr 
the gaidanee and diueetioa ^fihis gjentleoasm. 

»0<A.— No Answer hairing been yr^ received 
to the GeneraFs communicatioo, he deteiwiMd 
to proceed to Cairo yesterday ere^niiig. We ac- 
cordingly left Badamont at ajboot 9 o'c]^k» 
and arrived tibis morAiAg U M^n^t, where w^ 
were aga^n received kt the kinde^il; imantter hj 
(heTurkidb commandant, find .a«gain entertained 
ki ^ very best styk of hosfiiitahAy * After %w^ 
in abundance of sbeef , fowf s, «g^s, imad, and 
provisions for our voyage* w<e froeeeded this 
mernifig once more towards Cairo. Ther- 
fiaometer a* day-light, 54^ 12 o'^feek, 70". 

Mureh 31^.— r-We were toriiiay oetnsiderably 
jilarmed for Lady Night'mgall, wfao lyrafi attacked 
with violent spasms in ikerchesl;, and snffered 
very severely* for several hours. At lengthy how- 
ever^ we succeeded in aiiaying the pajm^ by 
Administering laudaniim, &c. in successive d<|Sfis 
of 40 aiid 50 drops. Thermometer, morning, 5ff. 
Noon, 70°. 

April lstrr-la4y Nigbtuigall mas this morn- 
ing considerably relicFcd from pai% and lattgh^ 

2 
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fffp^/rt^iofid, of l>^t)g ^t.ackfi(i by % pJ^W,. 

jpeigbbwrboK)|4 fif Qfed^f^^ip,, ,w%rf jp^e ^s;^ 
^ftfl^ ho^ipUftWy ijeceiv^d^fifld ,e49i1;^nq^ J?y ^igf 
POT B?Ae, ji RwfiftP ye^i^lewni^^ho j^ ,€|p^iiA9y«^ 
by Ijljie .PsMsbf ji? jpn^uj^at^rii^ H^V)!' #'Sfr 

^ fl^ifii^u^tqry.ftpe^^u^. .^,^e^e,fyas,fi9injB|VfOr 
mbi%, tJ^t.l;be,pif^gr|ie a^,C;aji;9pii^ j^^t^rni^f 
piur.«5?ciii;$ionp.to*be greaf ?i5^rsvfl|j}f qf jGlnBp?j|, 
it ,wj>p de^mip/e^ by i^ ,^t^ce^ J^r,. ^ 
llij^t WB ,sbqvl4 icisit Jj^^p Pjiraiftidf .<*f .^f^ifi^ 

jt^tpif^. W^e Wfiiie aqcqt^ijigly 4My?!4ip# »^tj» 
s^pn^e^,, ^t ^bpflt ^1 p'(;lQpk, aiul proceedjift 
forthwith upon our excursion. We were aecfitqif- 
panied by a Mamaluke, as an interpreter, who to 
my astonishment, spoke French like a native of 
the country, ff^ p\^ ,d^ ,^^t ^ had served 
Napoleon Bonaparte sixteen years, and, « if the 
j^nsneb nation imi i(|eeii bf^as-ifavlUVilttoJiim 
jte>lm9it>mA\oiifi^K'4i,iteiwooid stiUfhsivejb^n 
twurweigio.of Hforofkei^' 'ffbis Mnndoke yas « 
cflbrktti%D, iboruiet j€i»in>,.Andl«c<cei3uulkiablyrhBnd- 
«oaie)£»UiNr. Ittiviis.imleediipafMHnli^ejiotAo.ad* 
«iiun» >the .epthniimtir altac]^ent onriiiiaahicbihe 

1 2 
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dwelt upon the character and exploits of his un- 
fortunate chief. He told me he had been with 
him in all his actions ;— had accompanied him to 
Russia ;--*had been wounded by his side, and had 
vowed such inviotkble fidelity to his cause, that 
he would never serve any European master 
against Him. He was at liis side when he fled 
at Waterloo ; the loss of which battle, he attri- 
buted to Ney and Grouchy. He said that at Wa- 
terloo there were only seventeen real Mamalukes 
remaining ; the rest were FrencWen^ recruited 
in the corps. His conversation concluded with 
an extraordinary remark — ** After having served 
such a master as Napoleon Bonaparte, for six* 
teen years of my life, and traversed the greatest 
pari of Europe as a conqueror, what must be my 
present feelings, when I am compelled to spend 
the remainder of my life in such an etidroit as 
this." 



PYRAMIDS OF SAKARA. 

We reached these stupendous monuments of 
regal folly, at about one o'clock in the aftemooif . 
— -They are situated upon the very border of the 
desert, within about . a quarter of a mile of the 
cultivated ground, over which the Nile flows in 
the months of July and August. I confess the 
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Pyramids failed to convey to my mind aay things 
like the sentiments of admiration and astonish- 
ment I expected; first, asposs^sing^ no architec- 
tural beauty whatever ; and secondly, as being no 
longer so wonderful to the traveller, when he has 
examined their construction. It is true, they are 
prodigious masses of stone, piled to an enormous 
height in the air, and most certainly have employ- 
ed a multitude of people to raise them ; but wheo 
tiie traveller remembers, that each of these 
stones is far inferior both in weight and magnitude 
to those used in the Temples at Thebes ; that they 
are heaped upon each other in receding platforms, 
and in a country where rain is seldom or ever 
known, I say, when these facts are fairly consi- 
dered, it is not extraordinary that they should 
impress my mind with a much less interest than 
I felt at viewing the stupendous remains of 
UpperEgypt. 

Upon our return to the house of Monsieur 
Bafte, we found a party of young ladies on a 
visit to that gentleman : their mother was an 
Egyptian by birth, and reminded me most 
strongly of the physiognomy I have seen boiling 
m pot behind a hedge in England. The daugh- 
ters had been educated in Italy, and were rather 
pleasing .-—indeed, the second I thought pretty ; 
but their hands and feet, like the monuments of 
Egypt, were ao colossal, that the effect of their 
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to table, and wM sO'tiie#hat di^turb^d at fbe ^t-^ 
f&tt of dpp^ariiig^ td grasp aboat fiftera fingers^ 

Up^ft eKamiding h^ hafid^ it m^ttitd td b^ 
^^Hiftd towards the jci{tite> diid tapefed to at 
froitit ift a moDt Qfanattirdi) itiaiiTyeV. tJpon lobk^ 
ihg rit the others^, i found them precisely at the 
sarh^ ebaf lieteif j and altliDa^h a g^ntfemab preM 
iient laboured i6 cotfvrnk^e m^ tben^e hatids* wefre 
^xce^dittgly b^^utifdl, yet I cbnfeiis he #<:mM find 
]t diffifeaH to %ttgrftft updh tile a tdst^ far e^tifAsi- 
/^iret/ tfiafignhf fingeH. Motii^euf Bdft^ gdtd 
\x^ a tnd^ i^uil^ptuous etitert^ifltn6nt» and we 6i!ii« 
barked at ten o'clock^ to procefed upon od^ toyttgfi 
tiie ft)llo\*ing ftidf hing. Tth^rttiotnet^r lot. n6om 
*f ight 5(r. 

April 3d. — We arrived this morning abdtit 
nine o'clock at l^ouldic, ^herfe ^e *ere lAet b^ 
Mr. Azis, Secretary to Mr. Salt, arid ataothet' 
gentleman resident at Cairo; They brought 
^ith them ad^ke^, mule$> dnd horses, to conve^ 
lis to the housia of the Consul- General. Thes* 
gentlemen told ds-, that cases of the plague oc- 
dcirried daily ift the city, but not to any consider- 
able extent ; they stated five or six to be abdtit 
the averagf6 namber, and those Were confined td 
thd Turkish quarter of tiie town. Whether this 
fttatem^^nt waS intended to dissipate Lady Nighl*^ 
IngaU's uterai dr ttbl, I cahnot say, but it Uppe&neA 
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to me that the precautions observed by sereral 
gentlemen had a more serious cause. Mr, Val- 
mas, an ItaKan g^ntlemdn, was entirely shut up 
with hi6 family ; and the gfentlemen who waited 
upon Sir MrleB and Lady Nightidgall, appeared 
only to have ventured out for that particular pur- 
pose. We were, therefore, cafled upon to be 
exceedingly careful, particularly as this was the 
most dangerous season of the year ; and upon the 
result of the following fortnight it would be de- 
termined whether or not, they would severely 
suffer from this afflicting scourge. The present 
season is the season of Lent, during which period 
the christian population preserve a rigid fast, 
and mix very rarely with each other; but the fol- 
lowing Sunday, being Eastef Sunday, they give 
loose to pleasure and festivity ; and if there be 
any disease amongst them at that time, it is sure to 
spread itself most rapidly. Mrs. Lavaratori told 
Lady Nightingall that Sunday liejtt would be the 
very eritiis of then* fate, and that they' were look- 
ing forward to that day with the greatest anxiety. 



As soon as thi& afflicting disorder commences 
its ravages, the European inhabitants of Caire 
withdraw tbemselveA int() their resipective babir 
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tatioQS which are eoclosed by high walls, and to 
which there is do communication except througb. 
double doors, having a court yard between them* 
In this court yard the provisions for the prisoners, 
are deposited and purified by means of smoke 
and watet, before they are touched by the par- 
ties who are to receive them. There is a regular 
listof^ti^e^i(t6/e and unsusceptible ?irt\c\esj which 
it is absolutely necessary every resident should 
make himself acquainted with, as he must avoid 
touching the forbidden fruit of the plague be- 
fore it is regularly purified — rfor example, cloths 
of all kinds, silks, paper, &c. &c. are capable 
of communicating the disorder; they must there- 
fore pass through a smoky ordeal before they 
are touched by a pure subject, and every gen- 
tleman is prepared with a perfuming box to 
purify the letters that may be sent to him. — 
These letters he takes care to receive with a pair of 
iron pincers — having undergone this purification, 
they are not to be touched until they are cold. 
All sorts offish, flesh and fowls, are capable of 
conveying the plague ; they are therefore to be 
purified in water at least a quarter of an hour be- 
fore they are touched by the parties who are to re- 
ceivethem. Bread, when warm^ is also an agent, 
but when cold it is incapable of carrying contagion 
along with it. Metals and wood of every de- 
scription are incapable of conveying the disorder j 
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but rope and money must be purified. The ca^ 
pabiliiff of the latter is attributed to the dirt 
which maj adhere to its surface. A stranger 
would require some person to be constantly near 
him to prevent him from committiog himself,**-* 
otherwise he will certainly forget the precautions 
that are necessary. One of Mr. Salt's serviints 
brought me^a couple of swords which I had pur- 
chased, and which he had just completed with 
silken belts, &c. according to the Turkish cos- 
tume. As he held the swords towards me, I did 
not consider any precaution necessary, and was 
on the point of grasping them by the handle, 
when he snatched them away from me, saying, 
that although the stvords, which he held, were 
not capable of communicating the plague, yet 
the sword knots were, and that they must there- 
fore be perfumed before they were touched. 

It is indeed curious to observe the perfection 
to which every person has arrived in plague 
education ; if your most intimate friends pays you 
a visit after a separation of ten years, he never 
thinks of shaking you by the hand or touching any 
part of your garment, if the plague be abroad.— 
When he sits down in your house, he is careful 
to seat himself upon an unsusceptible article^ and 
his study during the time he is with you, is 
to avoid touching you himself, or being touch- 
ed by any part of your household. I was 
highly amused in Mr. Briggs's counting-house. 
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t6 olM^ve tfatii optrtA\&ti tf iigting A pApm^-^ 
The docuoieiit to be subscribed upony is' ^lai^ 
hehte the pafty v^^b a p^M of gl^9» upon it 
(mhg an UHMSceptiMe tittick)^ aii4 witb tbii 
iinii^otlductoi* Udder tb^ Mb^ribef's haivd, He 
^M hi$^ tiatti^ without tdiK^bing the^ pdrper, eit^ 
MpC ^I'ith the poiflrfi of bis^ ^en^ . Itr trfiorr^ tlle$3 
precautions are firo minor^ocis, thfsit i^houg^h they 
Are known to be n^ecessary, yet they are iii many 
imthtkces nearly ridicoloiw. 

At Cairo, the arriiktl and ^tepariur4l of tbcf 
{blague is as periodical as the rise of the Nile***-^ 
It seldoni makes its appearance before the first 
nve^k in March, and never fails to lose its malig* 
ftrty by (he 18th of June. It is a fact, that upon 
that day every Frank opens his house ; and aU 
though people have been occasionally attacked 
after that period, yet no instance has ever bee^ 
kiioi^rn of its proving fatal*. 

The doctor's terfe at Sned informed usr that she 
^stught it in a paper of spices given to her by the 
cdok, who sickened soon after, and died. The 
&tkt sytnptdm she perceived of the disorder was 
6h her arm, which became quite black up to 
l!he elbow, accompanied the following day by the 

* This aecount will certainly appear somewbaC marvel- 
loiis ; but I give it to you on the express authority of Mr. 
Salt, who cannot well be mistaken. I shall therefore sup- 
]|>ose tfant the rise of the waters at this period must htfve 
w&m decided infiii^noe 4ti the disorder. 
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diuM sw^llifig^^ AU he¥ family <^ hfH hw, €^ 
itipt ber hQsbaii(}, i^\io attended iip0d h€f AniMkg 
liter ilhiess, df ^Mdh through Ood's (^f»t^id^D6«, 
iihe recet6i^£wK-^Ilf is Wdrtfay iA retiVark (hat dfa^ 
citogftft the cK^(>r'd^ M th^ I9th of" June. 

The Meal of tbe ftionth of ixxXy will ^Mirely 
^hetk thid di^tts^ d6 QtAto-^ bitt dt Ate^AndflM 
it t<oM;iiitt^ tititil Ifde tlldtithsi tif August ^tid Se|ju 
fMibei^i atii^ H oQly dWtfQf)^ed bjr the ittore^il!^ 

If the month of Api^il ]^«sei M Oaird^ without 
Blttn^^«(icidetits* cMcw'Hog, fb^ ae&i^cm' is eo^si- 
A^rdd ItttOrftbl^^ and th(d Ftaiik inbHbitaM^ tetiw 
tdre dCcft^iotidNy to ti^if dM^b dtfeM> ) btttif flft^eti 
di* twt^ d^atb^ oe^nV dnily b«fof^ the Idtb 
^ ApHl, the plal^fte iii tb^« tottiided^d itir fo(de# 
aftd eh^ Eiire^edb iDflmblTti^td i^ftiM^N^ in tto 
MHcteit ^At-^ntihe. Dtf^ihg thi^ period, pfoti^ 
i^m% ^^ brought td thmt by the Arabia, and left 
id %kt court already nhrentiened, the outer door df 
wMeb i» kft open ; \m thd key df tb^ inner ddM 
is al#ayif ke|)t by the tttasfer, miMfife^s^ otP sorn^ 
in^ry confidential pei^son of the ffrtttlly. 

As h^% a6 the ab^uti4 ten^tA of the Mahodiedan 
re!l]gidn al-te m strit^tfy adbeffed to in this coUtttfyj 
it #ill b^ iifi vatih to expect permanent reKef from 
this diie»dful tbakdy. I'be dete.^abie doctrine 
df predestiM^tiof^, must necedlrArily dtrik^ at the 

* t hdve already said, that '< dtcident'* is the tel'in used 
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root of erery effort to eradicate the disorder, as it 
is expressly contrary to the law of the koran^ that 
aoy measore of preeaation should be taken to 
guard against the will of Provideiice.i, The 
Pacha might long since have rooted it out of 
this country, if the Grand Seignior bad npt ex- 
pressly forbidden any precautionary measures ta 
be taken. The only means therefore that is left 
for a European, to escape the contagion, is to 
remain in the strictest quarantine, and to avoid all 
communication with the natives. 
.. It is however some comfort to the Frank ia« 
habitants, under this uncomfortable system of 
terror and seclusion, that the disorder i^^only to 
be taken by actual contact, that whatever the 
learned may say upon this subject, it is cnly 
in the highest degree contagious; in some in- 
stances it is so subtile, that by touching the 
garment of a diseased person, the disorder will 
be communicated. From all I could collect 
upon the subject of the contagion, I should sup- 
pose the parties must, in these cases, be predis- 
posed to receive it, as there are many counter 
instances of servants attending their masters, and 
mothers nursing their children with the plague 
upon them, and yet not receiving the disorder. 
Cats and rats are capable of taking the plague, 
and communicating it to others; but dogs are 
not capable of taking the ptdgue^ although they 
are capable of communicating it to others. Dur- 
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iQ^ the time of pest, therefore, these unfortunate 
Hdimals are pursued by a host of eneitiies. 

There appears to be little or no remedy g^ven 
to the |iatient in Eg^ypt— *when the disorder is as- 
certained to be plague, they are most frequently 
desertied by every person, and nature is left to 
her own exertion. With Europeans, emetics 
are considered gc)od, but if I was so unfortunate 
as to be attacked with the disorder, I should 
treat it in every way like an attack of Pucka 
fever in India— -I would swallow calomel and 
laudanum in as large doses as my stomach would 
possibly bear them, and. I would arrange these 
doses to be given to me by some bribed attend- 
ant, in the event of my suffering delirium. 
• They say the patient is first taken with a 
violent head ache, pains in his limbs, and con* 
siderable fever. The second day this fever in- 
creases, with delirium ; and on the third day, the 
swellings appear under the arms, which termi- 
nate fatally if they cannot be brought to suppu- 
ration. 

The prevalence of this dreadful disorder will 
most materially interfere with our researches at 
Cairo, as we are prevented from visiting the 
great pyramids of Gheeza, or of seeing any of the 
wonders of this straggling metropohs. The gra^ 
naries of Joseph, and Joseph's well, are usually 
considered the works of the patriarch, but they 
are of a much later date, and far posterior to tht 
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%ge 0ffi9tifhBLr. 7^ey oMust have been exetn\gd 
during tfa^ reign 0f :tbe CaUpfag, a^ they imw 
ffri^ent nuarics of HaiioaiedaQi wonkn»aDf41p. 
The aqueduct, ivfliich Ibriags water to the caatle, 
yf»n\d be iWiOithy of udmir^aAioa, pf, as M. Dewm 
My9» it mM not buHt of inconjg^naous material 
from different •9^es. The pori: of Ba»Iao, irhc«e 
we landed, may now be iconai^hed a pant »af 
Caiiro, as the ibuildings appear to iieao jconhecied, 
that it wrould the <diffioiilt ifor a stranger fto Us* 
ewfer any jsepatatioii. iD^pon 4he- joaad ito Afae 
house of Hie €pmeul Oenermf^ we saw iseMnal 
manteUo towers, aud woiflos Ihat had iieen erected 
by the French during the time they ivere in poa^ 
session .of Eg^j^t* 

The ConBAFs house woid^ answer capitoilly 
«eU foriheiiepreseatation of ^aiSceoe fron (the 
Ailiystones of Udolpho,4Mr any other romanl&c^tory* 
'Th^ r^MMns .communicate with each other in so 
'CXti^ordinary a way, that what wi|Ji epnddovs, 
^a|f^jes, and passag'es, at is ^fdaiost jmpossible^ 
without a guide, to traverse this labyrinth. In 
tfa«t,<it is just ftbe isort of manGMndorfipme' vun- 
liafipijr tbecoine io ipine away her ibfeaa diolttode 
And affliction. 'To oAd to this xbef dkeoflrre of 
fiovcJ pn^io%:vibene )b .a ^saorat apAdment vMjr 
-€Uf^o»^iy coflrftriimd, which ^wjoald. escape t^ «oh- 
t^RTsaliwipf any p^ltt{minotiMr^ne .^lits situAtianu 
^ die w,eflt(fiice of Ahe houaedheae axeitwo^aiy 
jbr^t afunlHifnte iplaqod ov^r .eadk iOthcr^ idie 
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Jow^ pn? v^j lofty, but ^Q\A iw^^ fiMA 
shorter than the Ripper Que. TihiK 9pa(^# nf 
(tivelFe i^eet ovcpupios ^nptlaer ^^rtp^t, <M»)fr lialf 
4Jbe lMiig)>t of the haJil, whiUt tfoe vp|W roooi ^ib. 
4^W;>? PTi^r JtKxtii ttv^se ^partmeptR, Jf wiJI )dMf Ck 
%e J|?i9 obvious, libat frppoi ^e ^oiUng o|" tbt 
iIqr^ rsHm Hlmf tP tM floor .^ ^he rawi a6iM^ 
jtl^^re ^Hi^ b^ m9A^ ^i^^xixm^ of. t|»e #»ittt 

4^^Rfioii^,. w^<^ f^ tbe n^^mV apftrteent in 
^liie^^Qf ^fH^ PiR^ I)ff^^ Im^ iotemM .«» • 

^4rA«fii@At 4s 4bPWg[^ a f e^sp >9 tb^ wtwf iof 
^# r<9<MD, HAw;fbf t» nap4f»f it traJy ,ro«wnt4C, Mt. 

4oaft» |ioa pbiifrvQ ^ rei^Qss, ibmt you m«i Mf 
potbjii^ ^tber, ieK€€^ y^^ti wdcurfilttiid t\m seonrt 
^pf removMA^ 9. Alidkig dow wJbvcJBi cmnffuwioaiM 
with ;tb^ 0fi9rtaiwt below^ And to vm^w ihk 
l^meati (l)b« jkAfit rcmarkiiftdef tb^r« jure «eVi6ral 
44(hensaf >pn9cii^ly tbe a%a»e owstrtietioo «od «p- 
peamuM m ^tber parts of tbe rwm* 

We ^ere mucb pleased witb Wt* halt's j|fM- 
den, mlAok be spoke of 9« n secoQ^. V^uxbaH, 
vban b$ t^ttbdlist^d it Iwt ymr for i» i*lt» ^b^isr 
pet«*e «ip«fi ibe &Qg€flfit;'i$ birtb^^y t 

4A ^iL--W^tim day i?i9ited ;his Mif^f^ 
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ciods enough to appoint the General a meeting 
in one of his palaces adjoining. 

There were some scrnples upon the mind of 
the Cansui Creneral, whether he should not 
stipulate with him, what condescensions were 
to be shewn to Sir Miles^ but upon weighing 
this matter more fully, it was determined 
to leave it to the Pacha's own discretion; we* 
were therefore much gratified to find that his 
Highness advanced to the middle of the room to 
receive the General, and thereby paid him a 
higher compliment than he had ever shewn to 
Christian, Turk, Jew or Gentile, since he had been 
placed at the head of the Egyptian government. 
One of the leading marks of royalty, is not to 
present a pipe to a visitor, but to gmoke it in his 
presence. When the Pacha on this occasion 
saw his servant bringing him his usual pipe, he* 
ordered it immediately out of the room, thereby 
acknowledging the General to be his equal. 

The Pacha is a thin dark man, with a very 
expressive and intelligent countenance; in his 
dress he was only distinguished by a prodigiously 
large diamond ring on his little finger, and a 
most beautiful sparkling dagger in his girdle. In 
conversation he was very animated ; the subject 
turned principally on war, and he was much gra- 
tified when Sir Miles told him that the fame of 
his exploits had reached India, and that the Eng- 
lish government there, had obtained informa- 
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tioQ of his having conquered; and overponrered 
the Wabab^es. When; be detailed. some of the 
stmt^gems that had be^n practised by his son, 
Ibrahim Pacha, who commaDds the army em« 
ployed against the Wababees, be became quite 
tbetitricsil in his gestures, and he told the Gene- 
ra}, that when the conquest was complete he 
intended to restore the whole country to the 
Imam of Sennai from, whom it had been taken 
by the Wahabees, on condition that he should 
pay a small tribute of coffee to the Grand Sig- 
nior. This tribute will possibly amount to seven 
eighths, of his reventie. — The m^usure is quite of a 
piece with his Highnesses nJinedpoUcy. 

The General expressed himself very mnch 
gratified with the attention he had received from 
the different Turkish authorities in passing 
through the country ; particularly from the com- 
mandant of Kossier. His Highness told him in 
reply, that it was the duty of friends and allies 
to succour each other, and that Mahomed Ef^ 
fendi at Kossier, was quite a gentleman and a 
man of the world. 

He was also much pleased when the General 
noticed the splendid work upon which he is at 
present employed — ^the navigable canal to Alex* 
andria. We told him that three hundred thou- 
sand men were said to have been employed upon 
the pyramids, but that he had employed three 
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bandred and thirty-seven tbc^asand; thereby 
beating the Egyptian kings, botb in nnibbers 
and utiHty • After partaking of coffee, and with- 
out any effort, sostaining an boor's conversation 
with his Highness, we arose and took oar leave. 

Lady Nightingall was visited by Mrs. La- 
varatori, a very pleasing Italian, whose inte- 
resting situation did credit to the air of Egypt. 
Mr. Valmas and the different consuls called upon 
the General ; but the former appeared to suffer 
so much from apprehension of the plague, that 
he spoke of little else daring his stay. 

April 6th. — We embarked this morning at 
sun-rise, to proceed down the river, and on- our 
way to the boat were pestered by crowds of beg- 
gars, whose importunities were almost insolent. 
We managed however with great difficulty, to 
avoid contact with them, which during the sea- 
ion of plague is very dangerous ; and as the con- 
sul of Rosetta had been written to <m the 3d of 
March, to have a boat both in readiness and in 
qtiarantine, for our reception, we were in great 
hopes we should find all these arrangements com- 
pleted, and go at once from thence to Alexandria, 
without having any communication whiitever 
with the shore. 

6f A. — ^In passing down the Nile towards Ik^ 
setta, thcf appearance of the country very much 
improves; the towns become ncMre nnmerons^ 
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tfa« faottsies mit beMcr built, aijd the papulation 
is.OMdk nioi'e oobstderable. IJaoked in vaia 
however* for (he flawdry tneads of Savary, or the 
mpre . OHMferate descriptions of Denon. The 
Pyr%i»id0 ft^oi hence appear certainly most won- 
derftilr-ralthouflfh receding from them the whole 
day* ycft at night jtbl»ir enormoils magnitude was 
not very sensibly diminiilh6d'»^I think I under* 
Atocfd and aoknowl^dged their colossal pi^or- 
tiqn$ better at ttie difi^ance of a few miles, than 
if I had been close to them. 

April 1th* — We this evening passed the head 
iitf the navigable canals upon which the Pacha 
has been employed only seven weeks, and which 
|>roalise» in another fortnight to open a com-* 
miinication bj water w^ith Alexandria* It is 
impossible to oalfiiulate upoti the enormous ad«- 
vnntages that wilt accrue to his Htghness's 
government, by the completion of this splendid 
work. I have already noticed that he is the sole 
prc^rietor of the soil, and monopolizes ibe whole 
produce of the country. This produce is prin- 
cipally grain^ which is supplied to the markets 
of the Mediterranean, and upon which the island 
of Malta principally depends* During the last 
year they saffered very seriously indeed, from 
failure of the usual supply. This failure was 
entirely occasioned by the want of water-^ 
carriager a^ during ' the winter months it is not 
uncommon for the Sac .at RoseMa to be shut up 

K2 
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Masts and sails bad been tboroiighly waiibMl, 
that tbe crew and their clothes had uodergoiie 
similar ablution, and that the v^hole had been 
in qaarantine tM'enty-foar hours, with a gtiard 
en board, to prevent them, from havings nny 
eoninranication with the shoi*e. 

This geatl^ittan advised us to- proceed with all 
possible expedition across the bar, as the wiod 
was then fair, and we might get through the 
Boghaz^ without difficulty ; but that if the wind 
changed to the north-west^ we might possibly re- 
main ten days at the back of the surf, witboot 
being able to pass into tbe Mediterranean. As 
I had therefore obtained all the informatieti I 
reiqtilred, I set out upon my return l«!f theb^at; 
but I was soon overtaken by Mr. LiA€lsay, wh<> 
came hooting atid balloemg i^er me, looking' 
for all the werld as if he hatt just escaped frooi 
Bedlam : his ejaculations were more like insanity 
than any thing 1 had heard tor some time. He 
was armed with a pair of long irati pincers (tbe 
first I had ever seen); be was wiflhoul bi^ hat, and 
be was throwing sticks and stones in every di« 
rection, to keep off the jaek-asses and Pkriak 
dogs.' When he spoke te me, he could hardly 
articulate far fright, and it was sometime before 
I could understafid from hio», that the plague was 
raging with • great force at Boselta ; that it 
would be madoess te hav^ any oommQuication 
• Boghu is the bar of the tOsc. 
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with the sbore^ a^d that thirty-two people had 
died the day before of thia malady. As I saw 
the poor fellow suffering so much from his fears, 
at having ventared from his quarantine, I speedily 
relieved him^ and proceeded to the boat, where I 
met Sir Miles NigbtiDgall, — we then proceeded 
together down the slt*eam, until within a mile of 
the bar, where we embarked upon the sea-boat or 
djenpy at the earnest request of the captain, who 
told us the wind continued favourable for passing 
the Boghaz. We had hardly separated from the 
river boat five minutes, however, when the 
wind obanged directly against us, and we were 
compelled to anchor i^t the mouth of the bar, 
iji,tl|6 hope of a favourable wind the following 
morning. 

We were now to take leave of a most excel- 
lent and respectable Turkish soldier, who had 
accompanied ua from the commencement of our 
journey at Kmsier — who had been our com^ 
fogfuam de VOjfaye for nearly six weeks, and who 
bad recommended himself to every oni^ of the 
party, by his great good humour, and very 
respectful attention to our wishes. As we were 
all of us ignorant of the language when we first 
landed, we had been in the habit of calling him 
a$»y'die9 supposing it to be a common mode of 
salutation ; but upon our arrival at Cairo, we dis- 
covered, to our astonishment, that w%bad dignified 
bim with a most magnificent appellation, neither 
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more or less than my lord ! at wliicb, when we 
found out our mistake, he laughed heartily ; but 
as we had adopted that title towards him for up- 
wards of six weeks, we determined not to drop it 
for the remaining few days he would be with us. 
— We therefore continued to style him My Lord!! 
Upon taking his departure, the General gave 
* him the strongest letter he could write to his 
master at Kossier, together with a present of 
money that would clothe and feed him for the 
next twelvemonth, and would amply repay him 
for all his exertions. 

The djerm, although an exceedingly - safe 

boat, was very uncomfortable. There was no 

deck, consequently no cabin ; and the cold air 

from the sea, promised to be very disagreeable 

to her ladyship, who had been do recently in* 

disposed; We, however, commenced cooking 

operations immediately, in which every .person 

joined, and at five o'clock in the evening, we 

produced a most savoury stew, which was eat 

with no small relish. We then constructed a 

sort of marine tent, to defend Lady N. and the 

General from the Egyptian dew, and having 

fortified ourselves liberally with hot brandy 

and water, we took the field against myriads 

of fleas, with which the boat swarmed, and 

amongst whom, during the night, I did great 

execution. €t was in vain, however, attempting 

to sleep. They kept me constantly on the alert, 
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and I was compelled to stand to my arms tmtil 
day-light, when I was gratified to find a 
favourable breeze blowing for passing the bar, at 
which time we accordingly stood out to ^iea. 

I think I should give a paragraph to immor* 
talize our fame, as cooks of the very first respecta- 
bility. Daring our passage across the desert, 
Charlton Tucker took charge of this depart* 
mentf and I superintended the eamp equipage. 
I shall' assure you, that few traveellers ever 
eat better stews, curries, mutton chops, and 
grilled fowls, than the General and his suite 
in the Deserts of Egypt ; and, as during our 
progress down the Nile, myself and my servant 
became the principal kitchen managers, I have 
some intention of improving upon Mrs. Glassy 
and giving the world a few of our va^luabla dis« 
co^ries^ in the manufacture of puddings.— « 
Nata 6eat6'-*-Always tie a pudding loose! I am 
r^ctantly compelled, in common honesty and 
jnstice, to say that we obtained this hint from 
the General, as in the first instance, we tied the 
puddings so tiffht, that we produced something 
of the size and consistency of an eighteen-pound 
cannon ball. . . 

April 8th. — We had no sooner pjassed the 
bar this morning, than the Captain presented his 
cap for BuxieSf which is certainly a most in* 
toleraUe imposition in Egyptt and appears to be 
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uaptrdonably conntenaBced by £(iirdpean»-- 
possibly by Engliabmen only, m foreigners 
would hardly afford the sums of money we foand 
it necessary to lavish. The very beggars in iU^ 
streets are so insolent in their importuoitiesiy that 
it is with the greatest difficulty you can get rid 
of them^ and if you ever make a bargain in 
Egypt^ you must calculate upon one-third of llie 
sum for buxies. 

'. The day was delightiuK At one o'clock, wk 
passed Aboukir Bay and Island^ which are so 
correctly described by Sir Robert Wilson, that 
we distinguished the very sand hills where our 
gallant troops, under Sir Ralph Abercromby, first 
oharged the enemy, and drove them from their 
apparently invulnerable position. At three 
o'clock, we distinguished the colours of the ^lifr 
ferent consids, which, to oar sorrow, we saw half-- 
mast high, with the exception of the English and 
Prussian flags* We therefore concluded, that 
half the town was depopulated with plague, 
but upon landing, we heard to our astonish* 
menti that it. was Good Fridojff and that these 
flags were struck in compliment to our Savi* 
our !!!!!!!!! I confess that I was shocked to 
see so infamous an application of worldly cere- 
mony. Mourning for Christ in the same degree 
that we would mourn for each other, is indeed, 
too preposterous for comment. At four o'clock 
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Vfe landed at Alexandria, were met npoa the 
Wacli hy Mr. Briggs, aod conducted to the con* 
rars boose, where we were most hospitabljr 
nceived by Mr. and Mrs. Lee. 

Having thas arrived safely at Alexandria, I 
must now think of bringing my second letter to a 
cooclqsion-^we are almost entirely confined to 
the house by the plague, which has unhappily 
commenced its ravages amongst the FranJks^ 
many of whom have beea attacked and carried 
off. The kindness and attention of Mr* and Mra» 
Lee are beyoad praise. Their house affords 
comforts and conveniences, that we have nofe 
been aecostomed to for many months, and in 
spilie of the pest and its attendant horrors, ouii 
sojourn at Aleximdria promises to pass away 
very fdeasantly. 

Mr. Briggs had written Idng letters, both to 
the General and myself, describing the exact 
state of the country, with regard to thisjpo^m&ir 
malady, and assoring ns that, with due care, we 
might pass to Alexandria, without incurring tha 
smallest risk of contagion. He stated that the 
plague was considerably less at this place, than 
either at Cairo or Rosetta, bai the Europeans 
bad taken more than osual alarm, in conse^ 
qnence of the disorder having got early amongst 
them; bat that,, in fact, the malady appeared 
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to haTe a mach less malignaiU cbaraoter than 
oaaal, as one European lady in particular, wh6 
had caught it from her^slaTe, was doing exceed- 
ingly welU and almost pronounced out of dan- 
ger. We ar^ however most earnestly enjoined 
by Mrs« Lee to have no out^door communication, 
and if we are compelled by business to go into 
the street, she implores us to be careful, not to 
touch any of the Arabs. 

It is not to be wondered that Mrs. Lee should 
experience such horror of thus vile disorder; she 
has lived in a plagued country seventeen years, 
and during the greatest part of that time she has 
been suffering a state of constant apprehension, 
lest herself, her husband, or her childreu,. should 
fall victinjs^to it; the instances jshe relates of 
its subtilty are indeed surprising; and if true, 
would, in my opinion, render escape impossible. 
During the months of March, April, May, and 
June, the plague is considered in greatest force ; 
after that time the attacks diminish, and by the 
end of September, the European inhabitants li* 
berate themselves from quarantine. Notwith- 
standingthe plague, however, we have ventured to 
visit Cleopatra's needles on the east face of the 
town, and Pompey's pillar upon arising ground 
beyond the south face of the present walls of 
Alei^andria. Cleopatra^'s needles are in jevery 
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respect of the same character with the obeliski 
at ThebeS) bat they are very touch inferior, bodi 
in beauty and magnitude^ one of the obelisks, 
. the mosft western, islying upon the grqurid, and 
is the same that the British ibrces, navy and armjTf 
were about conveying to England in the year 
1801. Mr. Briggs told me that an old friend 
of mine, now Admiral Donnelley, had been ex- 
ceedingly active upon the occasion, but that some 
unforeseen dilSiculties had occurred to prevent 
the accomplishment of the object, and the amount 
of the subscriptions had been accordingly re-* 
turned. 

Mr. Briggs told us that he had been present 
at the ceremony of removing the granite slab 
iipon which this obelisk stood, and of placing 
beneath it a slab of marble, on which inscriptions 
in Latin, English, and French, had commemo- 
rated the achievements of our forces by sea and 
land. With this slab there were thrown in 
several British coins, and the pedestal was re- 
placed. 

The Corinthian pillar usually styled Pompey*s 
pillar, is certainly the most beautiful piece of 
workmanship I ever beheld. Its proportions are 
so exceedingly correct, that its enormous magni- 
tude is only discovered when you arrive at its 
base. The shaft of the pillar is one solid piece 
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of Mack fiolisfaed. granite, ninety feet high, sop* 
pdrted by a pedaiilal, and croimed by a Corin- 
thian . capital of inferior granite. Nothing can 
exceed the exquisite polish of the shaft, which 
haa atood the brant of tiiiie for so many succeed- 
tag agis; bat tbe capital is so very inferior, in 
Iny opinion, that one might almost ha^^IHl a. doubt 
whether they were erected at tbe same period. 

The learned ha?e discovered a Gr^elr inscrip- 
tion uppa the western face^ of the pedestaJ, by 
which it appears, I understands to have been de- 
dicated to PiocleBian. . I looked it) vain for this 
iliscription, which is rendered still more obscure 
by the danbings of ignorant Englishmen, who 
have been plastering their names in every direc- 
tion upon the shaft and the pedestal. 

Airs, hee gave us a very interesting account of 
the exploits of a yqnng lady who had climbed to 
(he summit of this famous pillar, and had dated 
several letters to her friends in England from 

thence* She was a Miss T , and had. 

accompanied her brother to Egypt, upon a tonr 
of pleasure. The only means of climbing this 
pillar, is by flying a kite, and getting a small 
rope over tbe summit, which drags larger ones 
in succession, until at length a rope ladder is 
fixed there, upon which the party clambers to 
the top. Miss T— -— was accompanied upon 
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her damioal excar«im by aboat eighteen gentle* 
men, virho sat with her at the same time on the 
summit $ one letter which she wrote to the con* 
sol at Cairo, and dated in this manner, frond 
" the top of Pompey's Rllar,V was rery aptly 
replied to, and dated by Mr. Salt, from " the 
bottom of Joseph's Well." Mrs. Lee gave os a 
very ii^teresting account of her progress. The 
ladder on which she climbed, was fastened to a 
cannon at the bottom, and about three feet wide; 
notwithstanding, however, that the ropes were 
drawn as tight as possible, and that crossr*guys 
communicated with the shaft of the pillar, yet 
Mrs. Lee says, the laddar swung aboiit in a 
most frightful way, and they were greatly 
alarmed for her safety. She succeeded, however, 
ID reaching the top, with great ease, and it was 
upon her retbm that the interest was so much 
increased. The reader will be aware that the 
capital of the pillar projects very much from the 
shaft, and that the first step was obtained with 

great difficulty. Miss T essayed several 

times, first with the one leg, and then with the 
other, to reach this step, and she every time fail-^ 
ed, until at length with a sort of desperate efllbrt 
she lowered herself as far as she possibly could,, 
and gained footing upon the ladder. — She may 
now boast of having achieved more than any of 
her sex before her. 
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There is no part of the present town of Alex* 
ftodria within the limits of the ancient city. In. 
ancient maps Pompey's Pillar is represented 
towards the north-west angle of the old town, 
and it is at the present moment some hundred 
yards beyond the southern face of Alexandria. 
We also visited the canal, which the Pachist has 
nearly finished, and which indeed deserves all 
the encomiums bestowed upon it by his English 
admirers, Mr. Salt^ Messrs. Briggs and Co* &c. 
&c. : it passes about 300 yards from Pompey's 
Pillar, and when overcharged with the waters of 
the Nile, will empty the superfluous quantity a 
short distance from the sea, to the eastward of 
the town. At present the level of the water in 
the bed of the canal, is considerably below the 
level of the Lake Mareotis, which here spreads 
its waters to the southward and eastward, as far 
as the eye can reach. The effect of the inunda- 
tion, described by Sir Robert Wilson, must have 
been indeed surprising, and not a little vexatious 
to Menou's army, who were by this means hem^ 
med completely vrithin the walls of Alexandria. 
On the banks of the canal we saw several re- 
mains of Roman statues, which had been dug out 
of the ground by the workmen ; some were 
exceedingly well executed, — the bust of a Roman 
soldier in his toga,^ and a leg io sandala were 
much admired. 
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Pharos cue of the celebrated wonders of the 
worlds is no longer ** an island^ seven furlongs 
frpni the continent/' but joined %o it by ai) 
Isthmus^ upon which the present town of Alex- 
andria is built. I beliere JQLerodotus s^ays, that 
it was a good night's voyage from itbe islan4 
S^ Pharps to the cpj^tijient^ .a»d if bis st^ttemei^ 
be correct, I can only say in reply, that either 
his bark was a very slow sail^r^ or the cpasit n^ust 
have enerQached prodigiously upon the Mediter- 
ranean. — At present thjerje iju only a Saracen toweir 
upon the site of the ifamous ^eacon built by 
^ostratus, m the reign of Ftoleviy Soter and 
Philadelphus, which -could 1^ sieej^ at .the distance 
^f 100 nailes at saa. Pompey's Pillar is the 
object Krst seen by mariners of the present da^, 
when a^pproaching Alexandria, and the eastern 
and w«st€;Fu .l^rJionrs are formed by the Isthmus 
already mentione^y which was constructed by 
Dexiphanes ^4 years ibefece :the bjrth pf 
Cbrist. 

Until the iinTasion of JBgypt by the French, ip. 
1789^ UP ship bejopgingto a christian orinfidel» 
had j^vfsx been peciniiUed to enter the we«tei:n 
Jharbour ,af Alexandria. There was an old pro- 
phecy believed at that time, that if ever a ship, 
s^kt belonging to one of the faithful, was per- 
mitted .to enter the western port, the whole of 
JBgypt would boiConquered. A^iter tba French 

X 
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Were driven out of Egypt, and the country was 
evacuated by the British forces, the right of 
entering the western port was most valiantly 
disputed by our government, and passively con- 
ceded ever since. — The western harbour is 
thoroughly sheltered from every wind, and is 
capable of containing six hundred sail of ship- 
ping. 

I embarked this morning to report upon the 
accommodation of the Fallade^ prepared for the 
General and his suite to Malta. I was gratified 
at the space she displayed, and upon my return, 
promised Lady Nightingall a very pleasant pas- 
sage down the Mediterranean. 

Until the government of Egypt was united 
in the person of Mahomed Ally, the city of 
Alexandria was under the dominion of an of- 
ficer, expressly appointed by the Porte, to which 
authority he was accountable direct^ and not in 
any way subject to the orders of the Egyptian 
viceroy. The very superior talents and ambi- 
tion of the present Pacha, has however acquired 
this very splendid addition to his command, 
which is always exercised by one of his nearest 
connexions. The revenues of Alexandria under 
^n European government, would certainly be 
immense, but as the Pacha is himself the very 
greatest merchant in his own dominions, and 
«ndeavour/3 to monopolize every source of wealth, 
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he becomes^ in my opinion, too much identified 
in the commerce of the country, and verifier the 
vulgar proverb, of robbing " Peter to pay Paul." 
For example, be cannot levy an export duty 
upon his own corn, without diminishing the 
price at the same ratio, nor will the merchant 
dispose of his cargo to the Pacha, without taking 
the import duty into account. It may be argued, 
that this principle will apply equally to the com- 
merce of every country ; but this fact I am dis- 
posed to deny. 

For example, if any merchant in England had 
the power of altering the duties of export, they 
would obviously be regulated by his own stock, 
and have little or no reference to the stock of 
others — the state might therefore gain upon one 
transaction, and lose upon fifty ; but these spe- 
culations are foreign to the object of this journal, 
and I shall therefore leave the subject to others 
more capable of discussing it. 

Merchants find it almost impossible to thrive 

in Egypt. The Pacha fixes a price upon every 

article it produces, and, as I have said before, is 

himself the principal merchant— his object is 

therefore to strike at the root of competition, 

which he does most effectually in various waysu 

The theory of an Egyptian capital is somewhat 

curious. When a merchant of the country first 

commences business, he runs in debt to as larg« 
1-2 
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m amormt as he can possibly liiear«*-tilMt n to 
say, he purchases from the Facha eoiru or other 
produce of the counlry, to the amount of fifty or 
a boudred thousand Spanish dollars. This pro- 
duce he immediately disposes of for ready money, 
and with the proceeds he commeitces bosinestf — 
his sole object is now to defer payment to the 
Pacha as long* as he possibly can ; he pleads 
misfbrtutie, poverty, and other catises, to obtain 
delay, and the Pacha is fe&tM of proceeding* too 
rigidly, lest the merchant should (lecome b^ank- 
Tupt, and he should lose the whole amount — be is 
therefore obligfed totetopari2?e,und jM«obably with 
great difficulty he gets one^fonrdi of the debt in 
istx months, in which case the mercbant seldcMB 
fails to increase the f^m, by the ftirthier purehlise 
of produce to twice the amount paid. For ex- 
ample, the merchant purchases from tho Pachft 
com to the amount of 50,060 Spanish dollars — 
with great difficulty he obtains half that som in 
^ix months, upon the credit of which 4)0 makes a 
further purchase to the same amount, thereby 
increasing his debt iVom fifty to seventy^ive 
IJiousand. 

I shafl now conclude this long 'episttle, my 
^ear Colond, and send it for transmiss^ to 
t]!airo. You may depend upon hearing from me 
during my journey through Europe, but as ^tiie 
ovedand communication will be soon c(ft off, my 
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letters will not reach you fw many months. 
Meantime^ 

I remein» 
Yoar fi^ithfnl and obliged friend^ 

J. Hanson. 
Lieut. Col Blacker, C. B: 
Qr. Mas. Qe^ of the Madras Army. 

PalacQ» Malta, June 2, 181 9« 
MT BSAB COLONJBL^ 

My last letter to you was dated on the 10th of 
April, at Alexandria, and on the following 
Sunday, the 18th, we embarked upon the * Pal- 
lade for tUs island, under a salute of all the gmis 
in the ship, fired three or four times over. 
At 8 o'clock we got undfer way, with a fine 
breeze from the eastward, and at half-past 8 we 
took leave of Mr. Briggs and Mr. Lee, who had 
acconipanied the General on board : at 9 o'clock 
we were clear of the harbour, and at half-past 
11 we saw no part of Alexandria, except For* 
Cretin and Pompey's Pillar. 

Tuesday 20th. — The north-east wind failed 
us, and was succeeded by light breezes from the 
westward. Thermometer at noon 70^ 

32d.— *Saw the snowy summits of the Candian 
mountains, towering most majestically above 
the clouds, and exhibiting a most grand ap- 
pearance. Thermometer at upon CS""^ 

* A Veattiaii abip under S^i^ih o^Ioonk 
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23d.--rLight breezes from the westward. To- 
morrow being the change of the moon^ we were 
looking anxiously for an easterly wind. Ther- 
mometer 68% 

24th. — Pleasant breezes frotn the eastward, 
which promised continuance. Thermometer 70**. 
25th. — Fine favorable winds : proceeding ra- 
pidly to Malta— at 12 o'clock the West Cape of 
Candia bearing north. Thermometer 68\ 

26th. — I was thoroughly tired of calcyilating 
upon good fortune, and quite fatigued with bad 
luck. The wind blew this day as fine a gale 
from the eastward as could blow out of the hea- 
vens. It gradually increased to a storm, and 
then fell dead calm, with a sea runnings moun- 
tains high : here we were therefore, tossing and 
tumbling about, more unpleasantly even than in 
the Red Sea. 

May 4th. — We arrived this morning in the 

quarantine harbour of Malta, having made what 

^ is thought a short passage at this season of the 

year. Our voyage has been a remarkably 

pleasant one. On the first of the month we were 

favored with a second edition of an easterly wind, 

which gradually increased from a light breeze, 

until at length it blew a very hard gale, with a 

wild tumultuous sea running mountains high : 

a southerly current carried us to leeward 

of our port, and it was not until this morning 

that we reached the harbour. We unfortunately 



Digitized by 



Google 



151 

brought in a sick seaman, whom I had been doc* 
toring since we left Alexandria, and so appre- 
hensive were they of the plague, that his illness 
was sufficient to detain as at the entrance of the 
port, until .he had been minutely examined by 
One of the faculty, who visited the ship a short 
time after our arrival. His illness was satisfac- 
torily proved to be a putrid fever, and we were 
permitted to proceed into the middle of the har- 
bour. I received, soon after we anchored, a let- . 
ter from Sir Richard Flasket, who is chief 
Secretary to the government of Malta, and 
whom I had formerly known on Ceylon. He 
advised me of apartments being prepared for the 
accommodation of the General in Fort Manuel^ 
af being infinitely preferable to the Lazzaretto, 
and promised them to be quite ready for the recep- 
tion of Sir Miles the following morning. The Ge- 
neral also wrote to Gen. Layard, Lieut.-govemor, 
who has assured us of every possible indulgence 
during our stay in durance vile. At 4 o'clock 
we landed at the barrier, and met General 
Layard and Sir Richard Flasket, by appoint- 
ment. 

We then found that the extreme vigilance ex- 
ercised at present, was, in consequence of the 
plague having been introduced about sixteen 
days ago in a ship which had arrived frpm Tunis, 
and which they happily got under in the Lazza- 
retto, without permitting it to escape into the 
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town. ])r, Giieves told me, thai of fonr patients, 
he cured two, and that his remedy was calontel 
and mercory, hi great qnantities. I should 
therefore have been right, if I had adopted this 
specific in Egypt. 

The to'vird and harbours of Malta appear to be 
very ivorthyof admiration, the former for its pro- 
digious strength, add the latter for its wonderful 
tranquillity. 

May &th. — We landed this afternoon at Forf 
Emantiel, to occupy the quarters allotted to Sir 
Miles Nightingall during the period of bis qua- 
rantine, and we were quite delighted with the 
beauty and i^alubrity of the situation. From the 
lop of the house we enjoyed a very extensive 
prospect of the surrounding country, which, al- 
though somewhat un^uitful in its appearance, 
has yet exceeded vDur expectations. Dr. 
Griev^^ and Sir Richard Flasket having kindly 
atrang^d for our Supplies at Fort Emanuel, 
Vre coinmi^ced housekeeping the following 
taioming. Th^ apartfcnents are very extensive 
Imd comfdnitble) with (what is called in the 
technical language of the plague) a parlatorio. 
. This, is a room separated from Another by a 
tvoodeh bar» Wh^lre General and Lady N. will 
irec^Ve compahy-^«H)tar visitotl^ hittihg oh one 
Mde of the bar, Md outnelveA u^n th^ other. 

Our ttiode of communieation i^ith Sfr Thomas 
Maitland^ft iM)u«^^pe^ in by a ^late, which 
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thote things written upon it, that we rciqon?e»««- 
Aeitber siate nor wood are capable of contejring 
the plngne-^^-thqf nun/ therefore hamUe them 
fMthdut being smoked. 

Majf 6M.— This tnoraiog thie General's servant 
oame to tell nie» that with the supplies which 
had been sent over for onr table, the hoosekeeper 
had nnfortnnately made a mistake, and sent os 
over dwch tggn. Lady Nightingall and myself 
aecordittgly vrent to examine the truth of the 
Import, and Were, indeed) astonished at the 
enormous size of the eggs in question; they 
were not duck eggs, but they were literally as 
large as turkey's eggs in India, and when we 
compared them with the Egyptian eggs we had 
brought along with us, the diflference Was truljr 
remarkable, •^ 

At Malta the scene has completely and sud- 
denly changed from Asia to Europe. In Egypt 
every thing is Indian; we saw nothing there 
that was not eommon to India ; but here every 
thing: is European. The meat, the butter, the 
Vegetables, in short, every thing reminds me of 
my native country, and the satisfaction of having 
one's wahts of every kind supplied in five mi- 
butes, is indeed most gratifying. 

Meg 24/A.-^We were this morning liberated 
ihim confinement) and crossed the quarantine 
HbM4>0Hr to disetaibark it the town of La Yalette, 
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Sir Richard Flasket, and the actiog Lieutenant- 
governor were at the landing-place to receive 
the General, who was only now (wknowledged 
to be in existence, by a salute of seventeen guns. 
ProDQi thence we proceeded in caleeshes to the 
palace of the Governor^ which certainly de- 
serves that royal appellation, as it combines 
more comfort and splendour than any hrdljf 
mansion I ever saw. The external form of the 
palace is that of a large square, which is sub« 
divided in the interior by rectangular build- 
ings, containing court-yards of different shapes 
and dimensions, the largest of which is sufficient 
to hold all the guards for garrison duty, under 
the pia^as of which they always parade during 
the summer months. 

The whole western front of this enprmoifs 
building, is occupied by a suite of splendid apart- 
ments, allotted for purposes of public enter- 
tainment, which are finished and furnished iq a 
style of the greatest magnificence; they are or- 
namented with the achievements of the order in 
fresco, and furnished with an immense number 
of portraits and paintings upon difierent subjects, 
;by the most eminent artists of Europe. The 
murder of Abel — Jephtha, sacrificing his daugh- 
ter to the Lord — The death of a Martyr, 
and the Empress Catherine of Russia, are 
considered pictures of (Surprising beauty; but 
as I cannot permit myself to embrace mi- 
8 
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nute descriptions of the palace, I tpust arrest 
the progress of my pen. — .The southern and 
northern faces are occupied by suites of apart- 
ments for the accommodation of the diflbrent 
members of the household, and fitted np in the 
same superb style of comfort and splendour. 
Parallel to these faces are other suites of apart- 
ments, which divide the interior of the building, 
and multiply the accommodation prodigiously. 
Three long corridors are again connected with 
the external faces of the mansion, by apartments 
in which I found it difficult for some days to 
guide myself. One of these communications 
from the private apartments of Sir Thomas 
Maitland, passes through a room hung witk 
tapestry, more exquisitely beautiful than any 
thing I could have conceived. At first I 
thought myself surrounded by living animals 
and human beings starting out of the walls, and 
as the subjects represented, partook more of war 
than of peace, I was half tempted to unsheath 
my rapier in self-defence* The scenes were 
principally in Africa j I could have dwelt for eveir 
upon the agony of a beautiful horse, dropping 
beneath the fangs of a lion. The Tiger and tb^ 
Wild Boar, the fUephant^ the African Chief; 
and in short, the produce of the animal and the 
vegetable world were here represented with 
such wonderful beauty, that I could have gazed 
and admired them until midpight; but I must p^ss 
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to tbe eastern face» ynhich contaiDs the armoury 
of the knights^ and in which, are at present de« 
posited one hundred thousand stand of modern 
wrmSf together with the armour, weapons, and 
shields of the order, some of which are of enor- 
mous magnitude. The palace is again sur- 
mounted by a lofty turret, which contains suites 
of apartments, and overlooks the city, harbour, 
and interior of the island to a very considerable 
extent. 

At dinner we met Lady A. and her two charm* 
ing daughters, the Hon. Miss A.'s ; they had ac- 
companied Captain M " in the Glasgow, 

from Corfu, and intend to proceed in that fri- 
gate to Naples. I sat next to the youngest, Miss 
Catharine, and was quite delighted with her; they 
have been on the Continent since 1816, and appear 
to have |Nrofited much by their toiir. Lady 
A4 is a thorotgh antiquarian, delighted ^t 
the sight of a ruined arch, or mass grown lemf^ef 
and most happy when she is wandering even in 
imagination amongst the beautiful remains either 
c^ Greece or Rome. They all speak of Italy 
with enthusiasm, and picture Naples as an 
earthly paradise. I hope in another month to 
judge myself of the facts they relate. I have 
already mentioned that the {Jague has been re- 
cently conquered in the Las&zaretto of Malta; but 
I have not stated tlmt the villainous jealousy 
obtaining against the commerce of this island on 
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the continent, has induced them to throw evmtf 
possible obstacle in the way of oar trade. The 
foreign consuls have magnified the affair in the 
most sbameinl manner, and a quarantine of forty 
days has accordingly been levied in all the E«* 
ropean ports of the Mediterranean, upon ships 
from the island of Malta. This has determined 
Sir Miles and Lady Nightiogall to ppoeeed 4u 
red to England in the packet trom -hence ^ but 
as i shall probably never have so fine an c^por* 
ttmity of seeing this part of the w-oiid, I have de* 
termined to take my chance, and proceed 4o Sy*- 
racnse, in the faopci that by tiiat time^ the misre* 
presentation may be coirected, and I may be given 
pratiquef After tbe visual period of coafinennent 
has expired ; namely a week or ten days. 

We went out tbis^evening to visit iSti Aiitho-> 
nio, which is now the governor's garden bouse, 
and was >fermei4y tbe principal country resilience 
of the grand master. These grounds would be 
a deligbtfiil retreat in almost any part of likt 
world, but in a place where scarcely a blade ^ 
UBOfdti^Bted vetxkitfe r^ales ike ^i^ai.^ where 
stone walls lire necessary, to confine two ortbrse 
inches cf white mould within the bounds of 
a Maltese estate, and where a bright sbinin|^ 
rocky li^scape fatigues the eye in every direc- 
UeiOf i say in such a situation, tbe bicS^uriant ve- 
getation wad varied beeitities of Si. Antbonio are 
rendered pecultaiiy gratifying. The storms trf 

1 
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thunder and lightning during winter must be 
very severe, as the tower of the dwelling- 
house at St. Anthonio was struck but a short 
time since ; and the southern face of the build- 
ing very considerably shook) fortunately the 
whole of the family were absent, — ^if they had 
been sleeping in the beds they usually occupy, 
they would certainly have been sacrificed to 
Jove. I was fortunate enough to meet with 

an old friend here, in the Hon. Captain F 

P , who commands one of the frigates of the 

Mediterranean fleet, and is married to a most 
charming woman, a sister of Sir 6 — — W ■ , 
She is living with him on board, and is quite de- 
lighted with her summer residence. She dined 
at the palace to-day, and has quite.fascinated the 
General, Lady Nightingallt and all our party. 

P- is an excellent fellow, and has brought 

some, of the warmth of India away with him iu 
his heart — he has kindly promised to land me 
upon Sicily, if his fate should carry him at all in 
that direction *. 

* On the expedition to Java my life was saved by this ex- 
cellent young man. He then commlmded the Phaeton, and 
I was Assistant Quarter Master General to the forces. In this 
capacity I was constantly employed carrying about orders 
from the department, to the different ships in the fleet. — Upon 
one of these occasions, it blew so exceedingly hard, that my 
two Lascars, who were rowing the boat, became exhausted 
with their exertions, and unable to stem the rapid tide that 
was flowing. We were therefore carried nearly out of sight 
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We were accompanied this morning round ihi 
fortificatfons ofLa Valette, by the acting Lieu* 
tenant-governor and chief engineer, and in fi?e 
minutes we saw sufficient to convince us, that 
with resolute defenders the works of Malta are 
decidedly impregnable. The fortifications how- 
ever are much more extensive than are required 
for the mere defence of the town ; but the knights 
were so impressed with the necessity of defending 
the population of the island, to the greatest 
possible extent, that they continued the fortifi- 
cations to the very extremity of the Isthmus ; 
and by that. means increased the. lines so consi- 
derably, that thirty thousftnd men would now be 
required to defend them. The harbours on each 
side of thd town are perfectly safe ; the entranob 
to them is not more than 150 yards across, and 
they are defended by tiers of cannon, which no 
ships of war would dare to approach. JIhe 
whole of these fortifications are built on the solid 
rock, the ditches and glacis are cut out of the 
same material, and in short, the whole of the 
works appear so perfect and so formidable, that 
they are certainly independant of any force, 
and are only to be reduced by famine. The 
churches appear to be nearly as numerous as the 

of the fleet, and when I bad almost despaired of escape, my 
friend Capt. Pellew (why should I hesitate to mention hi« 
name) ** saw the soldier adrift" and instantly tent his GHg t« 
redout me from my perilous litaatioii. 
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^bastbns, and in tlieir way we, (Oqui^Iy beautifal. 
We vifited the great cbancb pf Bt. JiJi^n tbii 
noroing, and were artontsbed ait its i^lendoor ; 
it ]• the fint Catholic cathedral lever fav, aadl 
must omfess my expectafciotts were mor^ t\»B 
gratified* Mass had junt been perforaied, and a . 
priest was in altondance to poiDt oat «k$ bc^ujtiea. 
^be.body of the church is as ohlooig, i)na«chivkg 
off into 4iiSer9»t eliapek, dedicated! u> pacticuJar 
sffintH; tbetapestry, mth which the .body ^f thp 
eiiorch is baog, k siir^siogly ibeaatiful ;— tbe 
sufajeota representadl are all ^cripUiraU aad mutf 
produce a very powerfal eflfect upua vulgar 
Calbolic (eeliDgs ; indeed I am liot jgtow astomdtir 
•ed at the influence of these decorartions upon tbi3 
wmSs of the sittltitiide. The paiotings are 
-exqaisitely fine ; tlbe beheading of SU John ^ 
Baptist <is nature itself, and «ne cannot faifl to ^ 
deeply impressed with the sfdendour of die iRo- 
«mn chorchy iwlien xme 8ee8:8Uch)8ur{irisingf>i;ool$ 
'df its wealth and magoificence. »8ir R. PJaaket 
4cJld nie there ^were .few ^churches ou Ahe ^ouli* 
nent >of Eovope where greater splendour was 
displayed than in the ohorch of ifit* John. j|t 
is ^entirely paved with sepulchral .slabs of imr- 
*ble, porphyry, lapis lasuli, &c., which ceoord 
the names and achievements of the diiSTerent 
l^nightSy and grand masters, who fell in battle. 
wXhese. aire beautifully joined together, and add 
greatly to the magnificence of . the ichorcb. ^ik^ 
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priest who attended us, related many stories ot 
saints and martyrs, which, as we were slow to 
believ^, I shall not think of recording. He 
exhibited upon the tomb of one of the grand 
masters, a specimen of mosaic work, which to 
my judgment appeared beautifully executed. 
Protti thence we traversed the town of La Va- 
Jette, containing a greater number of magnificent 
buildings, than are to be found in the'same space' 
in any part of £urbpe. The streets are all paved' 
with lava, from Mount Etna, and^ with some' 
attention to your own comfort, you may walk in 
shade through the whole town at all hours'of the 
day. The wheeled carriages in use here are 
very extraordinary machines, they are called 
caleesheSf the wheels of which are at one extre- 
mity, and the horse at the other, so that the^ 
whole weight of the carriage would appear to be 
thrown on the shoulders of the animal. At first 
sight you would suppose it impossible the poor 
brute could drag a weight so disadvantageously ; 
but notwithstanding this apparently mechanical 
imperfection, they drag you without any great' 
effort the whole length pf the island, whilst the 
driver guides the horse on foot, and runs at the 
side of the carriage with astonishing speed. The 
caleeshes are exceedingly comfortable, and said 
to be very safe. The women of Malta are many 

M 
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<^ litem remarkably be autiful, and I tbijidi^f tbql; 
part of tbeir dreas, which » called a faldetta, and 
which coYera the head like a hood, adds con^- 
dierably to the effect of their sparkling black eyea^ 
a^d olive brown complexion. 

Maj/ 3Q/A. — ^We this di^ visited the church of 
Civit^ Yechia, which i& aituated about eight 
mijies from La Yalette^ and where high mass was^ 
performed by the Bishop. T|[us church is also 
1^ superb structure, aii4 the effect of the musi^ 
upon my feelings, when I first entered 1% wa& 
finch a% \ n,#ver before experieueed. The hea« 
v^y vQ^ees in, tb^ (;hpiri and the swell of the 
wgan ,w^ beyond description. be^A^ifu^* When 
the service commenced^ b^wever,^ these feelings 
were soon suppressed; I became speedily ^fh 
gufited with the absurd pacados and cont^p* 
tjijtde foUy of their service, which coipjeyed to my 
mind ^\y thing but tfi^e df^votionto a.4iipreai^ 
Being. II a Mahometan, or Qindoo, ignorant 
of their form of worship, was intPQ(](qced into^ 
t)ie body of a Roman. Qath^lic <?QngregatioD, h^ 
would at opce conceive the <;hi^f priest, ^.be ^^ 
Q^ whom t^y adored- The kneeling^ bow^ 
ifff^ dressing, find iind^essi^i k^s«ing; the Bi^ 
^p's hj»pds» snppKH'tHig hia r^bes^ tj^fowing 

^5ery spiM ovfipo^w^isedi lihf$, |rop«i^ f^9g^ oi^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



im 

reB^Df with whibh I #tts imfresseitt wfaai I 
fiM entered the ehnf ch% Allhoogk he¥etit;s^ we 
X9<ete placed iit a ?ery ebnspkuou^ sit^atioii, iii 
frbtit tX the congregation, and at ftie conclnsbn 
oif the serviee, we were treated with a volame of 
li^y sm^e to pnrge m of aH our sins and iniqtri- 
tres. After chnrch we attended a learned priest 
to bis house, who entertained us with^ fruit and 
wine, and treated us wrth a si^ht of son)e of the 
most beautiful paintings I ever beheld; Christ 
bound to be seourgtK), was lorefy beyond ttiea^ 
sure, and is said to be one of the most valuabtft 
paintings on the island. After church weretumed 
to La Yai^tte, and found the packet had arffred 
fhmi Corfb, upon which the Creneral immedrately 
took his passage to England. 

May 31^.-^8ir Miles^ and Lady KFighfTngd:!^ 
eiMfarked this afternoon ft>rFatmoatb, andsaHed' 
wfth altgbt breeze from the harbour. Although 
I locked forward to much pieasnre dnr'rngmy 
journey across the Continent, yet I could nof 
fail td experience a sensation of great loneTiness, 
when I saw myself separated from those highly' 
e^eemed fhtends, with whom I had encountered 
all the ddLugers and disasters of the Red* Sea, the 
fbtigue of the desert, and the atlrful apprefaensioti 
ofploffue, pestilence, and sudden death. 

JUne 1st. — ^The wind has this day ch&nged^ 
M 3 
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i^aiiist Sir Miles; bat we trust the easterty 
breezes will soon return. Captain Pellew ban 
received his orders to proceed to the Grecian 
Archipelago, and he has kindly promised to run 
over to Syracuse, and land me at that far-famed 
port. I hope the Lazzaretto, which I must inha- 
bit during my quarantine, will be situated some- 
where near the tomb of Archimedes. ^* Stay 
soldier one moment, and I shall have solved my. 
problem." 

2dj 3df and 4th of JtfMe.— Delightful winda 
f/ur the packet. 

&th. — ^Ditto-— ditto— ^dittp. 

6M.— I was this morning awoke at day-lightr 
and informed the Revolutionaire was leavii^^the 
harbour. " Procrastination is the thief of time'* — 
As usual, T was not. prepared, but as I had no 
time to lose, I literally embarked at speed, and 
saved my distance by about a neck — ^The day was 
delightful — ^the frigate sailed like the wind — we 
went eight knots an hour without any apparent 
motion, and at sun-set we were within a few 
miles of Syracuse. 

June 7th. — ^I landed this forenoon about eleven 
o'clock in the Bay of Syracuse, and was much 
gratified that Sir Miles and Lady NightingalL had 
determined to proceed in the j)acket to England^ 
Nothing can exceed the wretchedness of the qua- 
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rantine accommodation. I was put on shore in 
a place about six-feet square, without any cover^ 
inff, where I was desired to remain exposed to a 
burning sun, until the chief of the health office 
should send me his orders : fortunately there was 
a fine sea breeze, which prevented me from suf- 
fering any great inconvenience; with my head on 
my portmanteau therefore, I reposed until about 
four o'clock, when the Baron St. Marco paid 
me a visit, and expressed his regret that the 
place alBTorded no better shelter than a wooden 
shedf under a bright sun reflecting wall, which 
had been recently filled with horned cattle, and 
was still swarming with the vermin they pro- 
duced. The British Consul, to whom I brought 
letters, paid me his respects at the landing place, 
and endearvoured as much as possible to procure 
me permission to pass my quarantine in the coun- 
try, with two guardians to prevent communi- 
cation : but no ! his efforts were unavailing, and 
I was compelled either to lie on the pavement 
with the sky for my canopy, or retreat to the 
wooden shed, with all its inhabitants. As it is 
fortunately difficult to depress my spirits with 
these sort of annoyances, I even made a virtue 
of necessity, and with my servant and my ffuar^ 
dian^i forthwith commenced operations upon the 

*The public servant in charge of a person performing 
quarantine. 
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Woo.deD shed^ which we soon rendered in soma 
degree habitable. I was delighted, wheni len* 
teredy to find that its former tenants had bean 
cows, aod that consequently the smell was. by 
no means disagreeable. I then sat down to a 
l^eqeof burnt beef and potatoes^ which the mas- 
ter of some inn brought to me, and having or-» 
dered a good supply of milk, eggs, bread, tea 
and sugar, &c., the following morning, I ma* 
paged to sleep away the night very comfortaUy. 
Ortygia is now the only part of the aocieat 
town of Syracuse that remains standing ; * tfaa 
harbour is exceedingly beautiful ; it is sufficiiei^tly 
safe and commodious to shelter a large fl/eett 
«nd the richest verdure and cultivation extend 
from the mountains to the very margin of 
the sea. From my prison house I can perceive 
the remains of shattered columns, rearing theiv 
ruined shafts above the vineyards and corn* 
fields of this beautiful country, which I C0Q<r 
elude to be the remains of Ty<^h&» Acradina, 
and Neapolis, extending no doubt aldng the 
whole face of this harbour. The spot upon 
which the ear of Dionysius is situated, is coO'* 
cealed from my view by the bright sun refieot* 
ing waU behind my wooden shed. Before we 
ai*rived at Syracuse, we saw that Mount Stna 
had burst forth in fiery fury, and during the 
litight of the seventh, we were employed in 
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wybching the stKams of fatva descending its sidefti 
Since I ba^e landed^ I undei^rtand the eraption it 
irery considerable. I hope it will not be so formid- 
aUe as to prevent me froai seeing the snn risie 
on ib saramit 

^Ai^'Having deluged tny wooden habitation 
with oceans* of water, and scraped off soml 
bushels of dirt, I began to fancy myself tolerably 
eotnfertable. The innkee^^r has supplied mi 
with tables, chairs, cops, saucers^ plates, Stt^ 
&a, and as tny servant is a capital cook, I do not 
despair of making it out preUy well, during the 
next twenty-one days, which is the period at pre- 
sent ixed for the quarantine from Malta* As 
an evpre^ has been sent off to Falenno about a 
week agfo, to advise the viceroy that the plague 
has been entirely conquered, I hope the period 
will be speedily diminifethed, and that I may 
ben^t thereby. 

gth.^l was this d*y visited by three gentlemen, 
Mr. Glove^ Mr. Monson, and Mr. HoWeH, who 
are also performing quarantine in a small brig 
that brought them over froto Malta. They tell 
me that Etna is toot so violent as it was a few 
nights ago J and they also tell me they can see 
the fountain of Arethusa from their ship. This 
fountain was believed by the andients to commu- 
meate with the river Arethusa, whiefa sinks tio- 
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der ground near Olympia in Greece ; and tiiftt 
a golden ciip» won at the Olympic games^ wfakh 
was thrown into the Grecian Arethusa. was some 
time after cast up in the Sicilian one : that after 
the great sacrifices at Qlympia, the blood of which 
fell into that river, the waters .of thii.fouQtaia 
jbecame quite red. 

June 19th. — ^I am happy to say, tlutt orders 
have been received from Palermo, to limit the 
period of quarantine to fourteen days, and as I 
came in a man of war, I shall be permitted ta 
count the period we were at sea. By this tneans 
I shall have only eleven days to perform, and be 
liberated from confinement on the 18th. — This Is 
being peculiarly fortunate; if I had arrived one 
day earlier, I should not have been permitted to 
benefit by the order in question, as it is directed 
only, to obtain with those ships that arrived in 
and after the 7th instant. — The three gentlemen 
performing quarantine in the brig, arrived here 
on the 27th of last month, and have now been 
seventeen days in confinement; notwithstanding 
which, they will be obliged to complete the 
three weeks, and only be liberated one day before 
myself. How far this is just or equitable, I shall 
not say. 

It is really an object to get speedily free fr^m 
quarantine, not only as escaping from the vile 
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iModen shed io which I am housed, bat as 
giyiog me a chance of seeing^ Mount Etna in its 
present stsite of farious activity. Last night I 
went incognito on board the brig, where the 
gc^ntlemen are embarked, and I there saw this 
sovereign of volcanic mountains, vomiting forUi 
fire at a prodigious rate. We cannot be less than 
forty miles, in a direct line from the mountain ; 
and yet we see the discharges of red-hot stone, . 
and the streams of. buroiag lava running down 
the sides as visibly, Mr. Monsoa says, as Yesu* 
vius can be seen from Naples. 
' «/iiiie 17(A.--^Thank< God, I am promised my 
liberty to-morrow ; I am indeed a lucky £ellow, 
as I have, overtaken at Syracuse two of the 
finest young men I have seen for a long time ; by 
whom I have been invited to join their party to 
Naples. Mr. Monson is, I believe, a son of 
the Honorable Colonel Monson, who served 
in India ; and Mr. Howell is a young gentle- 
man, travelling upon the Continent in search 
of pleasure; Mr. Glover is, I fear, in search 
of a greater blessing — health. I am really 
particularly pleased with them. Mr. Howell 
is one of the mildest, kindest, and most gen- 
tlemanlike young men I ever saw; and Mr. 
Monson is quite of his friend^s cast. They all 
passed the evening yesterday in my wooden shed. 
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entertaitimeiit. If Mh MoM6tl gM6 totll^ iVdm 
Napless, we propose ptDceeditig togfeHk^r H&t^m 
tbe Continent. * 

ISth.-^A^eeMy to the Bi^ron 8t. Mamo'k 
promise, 1 wds this morhin^ emaneipAted ftom 
quarantine, having; obtained pratique, according' 
to the technical Utignkge of these det^tuble 
Mws. When I arrived upon healthy ground, I 
was met by a servant from the Leone d^Oro 
Hotel, who conducted me to the gentlemen libe^ 
rated yesterday from oonfinettieM. !the tOWU 
dP Syracuse appeared much more redpeetttble 
than I had figured it to my imAginatiou in the 
ti^iszaretto. The houses are exceedingly wdl 
built ; the streets tolerably well paved, ittid the 
Hotel a prineely mansion, Mr. Monson sAys, tot 
a Sicilian Albcrgo. The landlord gave us ati 
excellent breakfast, and pi'epdited a boat for uil to 
cross the harbour, aud visit the ruins of the temj^ 
of Jupiter Olympus, where the Athenians fled 
for sanctuary. 

It is said they could not cross the Anaptts, and 
therefore fled for protection to the temple ef 
Jupiter Olympus: but this &Aory, if it be true, 
appears strange to us at the present day, as we 
had great diffieutty tu getting eveti the small 
boat across the bar of the river, at iir con^tiefkce 
with the sea. 
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Mr.MoiMon and Mr. Howell were desirous of 
procuring some of the Papyrus plants which 
only grows at Syracuse and in Egypt; we tbere« 
fore proceeded about two miles up a small branch 
of the Anapusy and on our return, visited the 
raing of the temple. The site is upon a rising 
ground) with a deep ravine to the northward of 
it; but at this remote period, there are only two 
•battered columns remaining. These are of the 
]>wic order, and have been flpted ; but the rest 
of the temple has totally disappeared ; not another 
vestige remains to point out the spot where it 
stood. After we returned from this excursion, 
ve proceeded to the ancient temple of Minerva, 
situated in the center of Ortygia ; but as the 
sagacious priests have turned this pagan monu^ 
ment into a Roman Catholic cathedral, we were 
told, we could not obtain admission until Jive 
o^ciock^ the time we had appointed for visiting Di- 
ony^ius's ear, and the other remains of Neapolis. 
.We accordingly satisfied ourselves with an 
external view of this building, the front of which 
has been modernized by the priests, and adorned 
with fine Corinthian pillars and capitals ; but in the 
western face, the ancient columns remain, which 
have been built into the modern wall, and form 
the body of the cathedral. .After visiting this 
<<e»iple we proceeded to the fountain of Aretbu^af 
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which is situated on tb^ margin of the sea,- and 
near the furthest extremity of Ortygia* It is cer* 
tainiy a surprising stream, and I do not wonder 
that in ancient days it afforded such capital food 
for the lovers of the marvellous. The body of 
water is very considerable; it gushes in a limpid 
stream from the very center of the rock^ and 
although it was defiled when we saw it, by Uie 
dirty clothes of fifty people washing there, yet 
anderneath the rock we saw the water as clear 
as crystal. 

At five o'clock in the evening we proceeded 
to visit the famous ear of Dionysius, in which 
that detestable tyrant confined the victims of 
his oppression. Mr. How^Land Mr. Monson 
had been there the evening before, and now 
undertook to be the guides. We passed through 
the town of Ortygia, and crossed the ditch, 
which separates it from the Continent. It is 
spoken of by ancient authors as an island, but it 
is probable the ruins of ancient Syracuse, divid- 
ed into five towns, may have helped to fill up 
^his channel, as it was a peninsula until a late 
king of Spain, at an incredible expence, com^ 
pleted the present work, and once more restored 
the island of Ortygia, spoken of by Virgil, The 
ramparts fire in excellent repair, and the fortifi* 
cations very respectable; but I believe there are 
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only six guns mounted, ftUbongh there may be 
six hundred embrasures. 

The road to the ruins we were about yisiting, 
passed entirely over the site of ancient Neapolis. 
This we were only capable of discovering by the 
map of Bncient Syracuse, which we examined 
before we left our lodgings. No part of Tycha 
Acradina, or Neapc^s, are now visible. Some 
authors add a fifth town, Epipolse ; bat this 
would appear to have been only a suburb. At 
about half a mile beyond the ditch, the remains 
of a Roman building were pointed out to us, 
said to be the Oustom-house : two columns ol* 
this building only were standing ; the rest was 
involved in the ruinsr of the town. At about one 
mile farther, the ruins of an amphitheatre eon- v 
tinue in surprising preservation. The stone seats 
are nearly perfect to the arena, and if the arches 
of the principal entrances were cleared of rub- 
bish, these passages would be seen nearly entire. 
After we had wandered over this theatre fof 
some time, we proceeded to the Latomies, in one 
of which, the ear of Dionysius has been exca- 
vated from the solid rock. The Latomies are 
singularly beautiful. They are evidently the; 
remains of immense quarries, from whence the 
stones were taken, to build the cities of Syracuse; . 
but the natural fertility of the Sicilian soilt hav- 
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1B0 hMBg anoe {Mrodooed the oflost loxiiriaiBrf 
vegetation y they are at this mtmeat the most 
heaiitifuHy shaded reiaantie gardens i^nagioatioa 
caii coneei^e. In a eoriier of ime of these 
Latomies, we immediatety diseovered the ear of 
Dtonysins ; it iodead far sarpassed my moat 
sanguine expectations ; it is Ibrn&ed exaetly like 
the hotnan ear, and passes into the body of tii# 
roek itt a serpentine shape, npwards 6f%b^f^A. 
The echo is prodigious; the least sound is ttaos^ 
mitted with wonderfal force, anda small cradker^ 
whicb waa tred by a peaaani who aecetnpalH 
ijaedusy soanded like the report of atwenty-foor 
poiinder. The ground pbm of this prisra, la 
preoisely that of the letfer S, thoogfa probaUy 
not quite so mtteh eurved. The apartment in 
which Dionysius was said to hare concealed 
biffis^, for the purpose of diseo^ering the secret 
secUimeataef Ins prrsoners, was> alba pointed <Mit; 
bat the difficulty of getting there was so oonsidk*'* 
able, that we abandoned the attempt altogether 
It is aboat seventy feet from the surface of the 
ground, hewn in the side of a perpendicular^ 
rook, and can only be ascended by means of tofm 
laiMers* The apartment, however, being mmrh 
oearer the upper s»rface of the rock, wooid be 
more aci^sible from thence : event tkus» how* 
ever, the difficulties would he ao conBida:«ble^ 
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ikfif we did DQt 4ttoaip(i ^ g^A 9C««|s t« tihf 
lyraat'ftTywpiiMffll. In tji^ mt^tior q( t\^ i^m 
s|l#Dg t)M 6idA9 qf th^ xwK ther* we eyickmOjl 

psiff^ffi VQfe ii^toi)^:} bill; time was noticing 
lili4 1^0 KiwiplAw ift i^ny p^rt of tb^ ^liTeriii 
Owp coiiclijiQt^ toI4 091 thi^re w€Ve maay io^ tbo 
ebambep (^b^ve; bul; W9 tboaght; U possible be 
migbt iiidii%^ bimseir It Vttib in tbe mtrsellaittb 
wbm he WW we wette im4 libel jt to awen^ tbei^4 . 
Tbe difieriH)!; aw^w w qmrri^s, airer ^w ^p^ 
propmtcd by vop^-makers^ who are mdwtri<« 
Qii«ly spinniog ihm owdage on thQ i^, nff^ 
prob«l3J^» wbere many m. luifortitiile wwtd» 
bm spwn oul 4s wisierabb existQiiocM 

Fiwn. tk^nm VQ ppocetded^ tbcri»tes;«£:% 
Greoifi« tbeatre> in stilL b«ttar pi;e4W^iiW. tiite 
Urn ampbitbfiatre wie bad firM Tiisitdl. Tim 
theatre^ althoiigli very ext&mNQi kmmik^mviim 
than one at Tarominum, which we intend to 
vii«t on our ffimt^e to Naples* It 19 difficult.to 
imagina how Uia.^oice c^d be tiranftmitted oifw 
w €Qo»darabla an um^onfinod. 9|^€o. Thora 
wara soim Qraak insqtH^iao^ near the bottooi^ of 
tjba Ihaatra^ wbii^ my companioiis vead» baft 
coald nal undsrataod. Allar^ waadarmg airair 
aiaarji partio^ tlii^ tbeajre^ wa pmw^eA^ tajsaaffck 
Int tha ifK>t liJMM. tba gmafc Aochjitted^ mi^ 
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possibly have been baried, and where Cicero wa9 
said to have discovered his tomb-stone with so 
much joy, during^ his prsetorship in Sicily. In 
this search, we certainly fancied ourselves partly 
successful. At the top of die risings ground, where 
the theatre is built, and equi-distant from Di- 
onysius's ear, there is a sort of sunken serpentine 
passage through the body of the rock, which is 
about five yards wide, having apartments ranged 
on each side of it, precisely like the inferior eata-- 
combs of Egypt. Between these cemetries, there 
are square compartments, which would certainly 
appear to have contained monumental slabs, so that 
we thought it possible we might at that moment 
be treading upon the mortal remains of the 
great Archimedes. The setting sun now warn- 
ed us to depart, and we accordingly returned to 
our lodging, delighted with our excursion, and 
gratified beyond measure, at the wonders we had 
visited. 

June IQih — Having seen every, thing con- 
tained in ancient Syracuse, we sailed this morn- 
ing in a sparonaro to Oatania. A sparonaro is 
a sort of half decked boat, which plies on the 
coast of Sicily, and passes constantly between 
Malta and the southern ports of this island. 
They are remarkably safe, and when [Nroperly 
managed, are capable of sustaining very bad 
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weather ; we had bc^ed to arrive at Catania in 
the eyening, but we bad hardly got clear of Syra- 
cuse when the wind changed dh*ecUy against m, 
and we were cdmpejled to buffet about upon thq 
coast until one o'clock in tb« day, at which time 
the wind had increased so considerably, that euv 
captain was cocnpell^d to take shelter in the Capo 
Delia Iflaria de St. Croee,— which we chris* 
tened Luncheon Bay, Froni Luncheon Bay we 
took our departure a second time, about two 
o'clock; but the wind still continuing violent, 
we were obliged again to return, and take 
shelter until five o'clock in the evening, at which 
hour we started a third time to try our (brtoiie, 
against a contrary wind, and after beating about 
the coast until twelve o^clock at night, we ob- 
tained anchorage in a small harbour, about 
dght miles nearer our port. In this little creek 
we remained until day-Iigdt, at which time a 
favourable breeze carried us over to Catania, and 
landed us in that town about nine o'clock. 

During the whole'of the niglit we saw Etna 
vomiting forth lava, and throwing up flame at a 
prodigious rate. — In the morning when the day- 
light enabled me to see the outline of the moun- 
tain, I could plainly perceive the new crater 
had been formed at the base of the upper cone, 
and that the stream of lavst had descended upon 
the northern side of the mountain, as an inter- 

N 
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yening ridge coocealed it suddenly from my view.« 
This may possibly be the only bulwark betweea 
the fire and the city of Catania. The present 
port of Catania is formed by the stream of lava^ 
which scaled the walls in 1669, and pursuing its 
destructive course to the sea, formed a sort of 
basin, in which small ships can take .shelter. I 
was astonished when I landed, at the magnifi- 
cence of the town. Although totally destroyed 
by the eruption of 1669, it is splendidly rebuilt; 
the bouses are many of them superb mapsions, 
and. strange to say, the streets are as broad and 
commodious as the handsomest streets in Lon- 
don. This, Mr. Monson says, is rarely the case 
in an Italian or Sicilian town. We took up our 
abode at the Elephant Hotel, to which the eur 
trance was so exceedingly filthy, that we shud- 
dered at the horrors we were going to encoun- 
ter. After wading however through a sea of 
dirt, and a passage of smells^ we were agree- 
ably surprised to find a suite of apartments 
tolerably comfortable^ in which we immediately 
established our head*quarters. After breakfas^t 
we waited upon the English pro-consul, to whom 
I had a letter of introduction, and solicited his 
assistance on our projected excursion to Moui^t 
Etna. In the evening he returned our visit, and 
brought with him letters to diflferent people, at 
the foot of the mountain, who were to furnish ol 
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with gaides, and render tis every aid in itbeir poweK 
We accordingly ordered a respectdble supply ©€: 
provisions for three days, and determined to 
commence the journey the following evening, and 
sleep the first night at the monastery of Santa 
Maria deirAr^na, within a diort distance of 
the Moat6 Rosso, the bowels of which destroy* 
ed Catania in the year 1609. We are exceed"^ 
ingly sorry that w« shall be compelled to leave- 
Mr. Howell behind, whose health is too delicate 
to permit him to venture on the mountain. 
. This town appears to be wonderfully popalou$ ; 
it is Sunday, and all the inhabitants of the city 
are parading the streets in their gayest atUre. 
Carriages and laced footmen are filling the 
Corso, and indeed CatcUiia apjpears to be a place 
ef no small consideration. As we understand 
there is a play in the evening, we propose going 
there, although the waiter of the tavern, who is 
quite an original character, says we i' shall not 
see nothing worth looking at/* ^ 

2UL We went yesterday evening to the play, 
but the performance was so wretchedly bad, that 
it literally beggared description. 

The place was a temporary sort of shattered 
stage, erected in a ruined cellar, the walls of 
which were as' blaek as tnud and dirt could 
make them. The body of this superb iheatre 
.was lighted dp by three lamps, the rays froiQ 
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which were j ast BoffieieBt to shew u» die sex of thi^ 
attdteace, without being* able to distiaguish ft 
siogle featare in their couiitenanoes. Every lady 
jireiefit was accompanied by a fat Romafi fnriest, 
who appeared to consider her as his excla-* 
Awe property, and thrust himself t«to a corner, t^ 
watch andsnarl away iotruders. The performance 
was wret^edly bad ; the drop so^ie was tattered 
Yotteil canvas, hanging b shreds from the eeWmgf 
and in danger every Jnstetit of tdcing five'fcom 
the laiQps on the stag^ ; aad the principal ^rha^ 
raeters were snstuaed by <ehildren. Tbs Prima 
Donna sat herself at the door to receive Ab 
mon^/and aboot one handled and fifty common 
Sicilian s<ddiers were brought^ upoa the stage^ 
in proprid persandf to heighiien the effect of the 
scenes. After affording a superb tceat to fleas 
and other vermin, we took leave of this mag-r 
nificeat theatre, with oar hacids on our podcjets^ 
to prevent them from being picked. 



ASCENT OF MOtJNl* ETNA. 

Juuejl, 1819. 

I have akeady stated that Moimt Etna had 
become foriously active about the «od of last 
jmonthi and that we ihadibeen watching its awfal 
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oofivolsioos durk^ ov dekeation vt Byraease, 
apd QD our voynge to Gatania. W« noir cott« 
sidered €MirseIve« peculiarly fortonate, in bMmg 
arrived at so ioterestiag a pm*iod, when we 
diould be enabled to visit thi« volcanic sovereigoi 
]|» the very zenith of its splendour^ asid after &r^ 
years of UDinterrupted tranqoa^Uity. At four 
o^ctoek in the afternoon^ we were prepared for 
O0r ftrst day's jonraey to the cea vent, near Nteo*- 
losi, «wilh five males, and five days provimae: 
oor party consisted ef Mr. Monson, Mp.. Glovet^,. 
and tnyeelf, and mtk feelings of lively antici- 
pation afc the pleasHinres beibre as, we left the town 
of Catania at aboirt half-past four. It was i»ther 
fortuitous) but More by accident than design^ 
tlNit this exeursion was coosmenced en the long* 
est day of the year : ' the road to Niceiosi passed 
through the center of the town,, and the smmmt 
of MjOfUnt Etna now involved m smoke» eroilted 
sounds of thundering import, whseh onfy served 
to whet our cwriodty and spur us forward apon 
ear interesting journey. After leaviiig the paved 
staeets of Catania^ the road became so wretch- 
edly bad, that it was surprisiug to find even mali^ 
were capable of floundering tiiroiagl* the huge 
blocks of rugged lava, which' every where iotev- 
raptisd our progress. Thkk strean^ we fonud ta be 
the ihmKHis tcofent of destruction, which poured 
upon tb&eity of Catania, ibthe yMir 1069, and 
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after scaling the soutbem walU of tbe towB, 
destroyed nearly, the whole of this beautifol city. 
This torrent was thirty miles broad, and fifteen 
miles long, and when it reached the sea, I believe 
it first formed and then capriciously destroyed a 
beautifal harbour, which was capable of giving 
•shelter to a very considemble fleet of shipping. 
Upon the. sur£ace, and through the intetstices of 
this lava, a, mil about two inobes, thick has bee^ 
formed, and it is almost, miraculous to observe the 
JnxuHant vegetation which every where prevails^ 
«nd the groves of. orange and othet fruit trefs 
which shed their perfume upon the vs^iW and 
romantic scenery of the mountain^ As we 
advanced towards Nicplosi (near which the.cour 
vent of Santa Maria dell' Arena is situated), the 
road gradually improving, passed through a 
.immber of villages teeming with population, and 
.es:hibiting scenes of rustic happiness and festivity, 
to which I had been a long time a stranger. At 
seven o'clock we passed over a bed of the richent 
soil (produced by the ashes from Moot6 Eosso) 
.which was studded with vineyards and fruit trees, 
the property of the convent, and at eight o'clock 
we arrived at the village of Nicolosi, to the supe- 
rior of which our first letter was addressed. Mr* 
Gellemaro was ei^ceediogly attentive, provided 
guides immediately, to conduct us to the summit 
of Mount Stna; and as the cpld bleak rain frooi 
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the monntains bade us hasten our departure, we 
remounted our mules, aud reached the convent, or 
more properly the monastery about night fall. 
Here we found two Dutch gentlemen had pre- 
ceded us, and secured the prior's apartment, 
which was by far4:be most commodious room in the 
convent, we were therefore shewn into'two cells, 
the furniture of which, soon bespoke the charac- 
ter of their gloomy tenants. In a corner of each 
cell there were iron bedsteads, with mattrasses 
ah'd pillows, and a small recess in the wall, to 
contain the wardrobe of the monks : the head of 
the beds were embellished with crucifixes, and 
from the walls were suspended drawings of mar- 
tyrdom and the Virgin Mary, which were just 
rendered visible by the dim lamp of our attend- 
ant monk. As however this sort of dusky twi- 
light was much too romantic for plain matter of 
fact travellers, we solicited to have another tripod 
lamp, which enabled us to see our apartments 
more distinctly, and to prepare for our evening's 
repast. As we were about to commence opera- 
tions on the cold ham and chickens, we received 
a visit from the two Dutch gentlemen in question, 
who cautioned us to be upon our guard against 
the imposition of the mountain guides; they told 
us, that if a bargain was not previously concluded 
with them, they would ask us a most shameful 
sum for their services, and we should be com- 
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pelled either to submit to thfeir eltortioo, ot" 
subject ourselves to lotig and onplea^ant alter<* 
cation ; they therefore proposed to join our party, 
and undertake the management of these gentle^ 
meo^ to which we glatily assented^ and we had 
soon reason to be thankful for their kind inter-' 
ference, as it was with the greatest difiictilty a 
fair arrangement could be concluded^ supported 
as they were by the cunning priests of the con« 
vent. At lengthy however, the business was sa-* 
tisfactorily settled, and they agreed tp conduct us 
to the top of the mountain, and to the stream of 
running lava near Zaferena. 

The Dutch gentlemen told us that they had at* 
tem|>ted this same journey. on Friday I^st, and had 
passed the forest region a considerable distance, 
when they were unluckily assailed by so violent a 
storm of snoW) that it was impossible to proceed^ 
bnd they wei'e therefore compelled to return^ 
They further told us, that the present evening 
foreboded the same sort of disappointment on 
the morrow ; but we were too sanguine in our 
hopes to listen to their appr^nsions, and after 
Viakiag all our arrangements for starting at day- 
light in the morning, we partook of the contents 
of 9ur baskets, and wrapped up in our great 
boats^ we retired to the rugged couches of the 
Benedictine monks. Her^ we reposed^ utitil the 
bright beams oi the inorniog sun aroo^ ii$ from 
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our shimbers, and told ua it was time to depaift« 
,We accordingly satisfied our Htoroachs with cana 
of e3(cel)eut cfaocvlate^ and oiouDtad oar mules at 
fiye:^'cl9ck« 

, June 32rf.-r-Second day^s journey. — ^Nothing 
could, surpass the beauty of the landscape when 
we first emerged from the lonely yet lonely glen 
in which the convent of Santa Maria is embor 
fM)ped, The snowy summit of Mount Etna rising 
far above the fleeting clouds of the morning, 
semqed at once to reign, the undisputed monarcli 
of these romantic wilds, and exhibited such varied 
shades of rich verdune and cultivation, stretching 
down to the very m;argin of the sea, that mal- 
gr6 the naturul infirmity of my disposition, I 
wast coQdpelled to gaze ^n silence upon the scene 
before me^ and continued for some minutes ab- 
sorbed in wonder and admiration. The crater 
of Mont6 Rosso is certainly not more than a 
^l0 ijkistant from the convent of Santa Maria, 
and; it was this mountain which yielded such a 
^orr^nt. of fire upon the valley of Catsnia in the 
^ear 1^9' The fertile i^il round the monastery, 
l^[^furs therefore to haverisenout of a bedofashes, 
whilst the lonely convent ijtself, with its avenue 
.of fir treeSy its shrubberies of woodbine^ honey^ 
mt^kf znd/rci^ant wildjUnvers of the mountain, 
fi^eaFfd ta ost at the still hour of morning, 
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tbe ?ery abode of innoceAcey peace, and happi- 
ness. ' * 

At about a quarter of a mile from the convent, 
the road passes over a torrent of lava, which 
appears to have swept through the woody region, 
on the east face of the mountain, and descend- 
ing into the valley of Catania, by the soutb-sid^e 
of Mont6 Rosso, produces the istrangest possible 
mixture of barrenness and fertility. This stream 
of lava, we afterwards found to be the one which - 
brought such destruction along with it in the 
year ilW. 

In the midst of this prodigious torrent (about 
six miles broad) we saw islands of the richest 
possible cultivation, whose height above the 
general level of the country, haid preserved thenk 
from being overwhelmed by the liquid fire, and 
the monks of Santa Maria, relate a curious anec- 
dote of this same eruption, which can be easily 
believed by those people, who have had an 
opportunity of observing the progress of lava. 
They state, that a rich vineyard, belonging to 
the convent, lay directly in the way of the tof^- 
rent, and that in consequence, they had no hope 
whatever it would be saved; but to their asto- 
nishment, when the liquid fire had reached the 
vineyard, the lava entered into the different 
caverns below tbe cultivation^ which being also 
composed of the same material, became imme-^ 
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diately a part of the ranning body, and lllf 
whole Tineyard was transported for several miles 
upoa its surface. This famous mountain is di* 
Tided into three distinct regions; the Regione 
Gulla» or caltivated region; the Regione Syl- 
vosa, or. woody region, and the Regione Scoperta, 
or barren region. At the convent of Santa 
Maria, the Regione Gulta terminates, and about 
balC.an hour after we left the monastery, weei^ 
ter^d the Regione Sylvosa, or woody regioq, so 
lamed for the beauty of its forests. Mr. Monson 
said, he was somewhat disappointed in the expec- 
tations he had formed, but I confess I was very 
much gratified. The forest consisted entirely of 
oak trees, which grpwing in the midst of fern, 
extended with the utmost luxuriance more than 
five miles up the face of the mountain* Through 
.this forest the road passed in. the most beautiful 
way im<Lginabl^ ; in some parts, nearly imper- 
vious to the rays of the sun, and although the 
branches are more stunted than,pak trees usually 
are in Europe, y^ the trunks ar$ some of them 
of enormous magoitud^; the road continued 
exceedingly good, and the ascent by no means 
so steep as I had expected; the cold wa^ much 
less, severe. At about eight o*clock we stopped 
at a shepherd's cabin, and refreshed ourselvcjs 
with a draught of goat's whey, after which we 
proceeded upon our journey, and emerged from 
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tb« for«st at about tiinft o'cloek : mt the top of 
the forest regfioo the Grotto deHa Capri, or 
Grotto of Goats^ is sttiHUted, which peqps from 
the most romaotic little dell I eve^saw} it is 
t)ompletely embosomed within a thick woodjr 
iHBCess of the noiountain, and ca(>ab)e with a good 
tk*e of affording very considerable oemfort to 
those traveUers who proceed thos. far, with the 
view of reaching Moant Etna by sQH'rise* 
Here we met the Marquis del Pucci, who had 
JQst returned from the crater, and appeared to 
be enraptured at the success of his enpedition. 
We now entered the Regione Scoperta, or 
Imrren region, which we soon discovered by the 
diminished vegetation on the mountam. Here 
the i*oad became so steep, that the mnleteers 
requested us to halt for a few moments to bait 
omr mules, before they proceeded on their weaii- 
some journey ; we accordingly alighted^ at 
abont three quarters of the way op the mounlain, 
and looked down with astckitshment and awe, on 
the wonders beneath iis,''--^HiHs and mountams, 
which from the town of Catania appeared tower- 
ing to the clouds, were now involved in one 
general level, and it was only by the celenrof 
Mont6 Ressa, (three thmistmAfe^ above the kml 
^f the sea^J that we could trace its oatliae npon 
the valley of Catania. Hens we s«w for the 
first time, theiuimeroas oi&priiig el tliia volcanic 
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sOTdreign; sorramidiDg' their exalted parent, andh 
sbrtiikiiig 213 it were from observatioQ, amid^* 
tfad riobert posaifole verdure and eoltt^Qitioii/ 
The city of Oatania, ft»d the jwtanesque Tillageg 
that skirted the foot of tibe moantAin, appeared 
literally faiit m stnoe*^ throw frora our iterated 
piatforai, whilat the xslotids as they rolled past ii0» 
would %M remal the distant sheres on the fr^uth 
side f of the island, «nd then th^ mount^iins ovtM» 
the oity of Palermo j but the l^elowing^ of fath^f 
Ittna; taflght w to rememher our toils wore oot 
yet coochided, and we accordingly proceeded to 
a aort of distant tower, which the guides told «g 
was a landnnalh to eondnct them through the 
deep soowft of the winter. The tbermoDietor 
bad not yet faHen bdow 60^, aod' wo woM 
agreeaUy jierprised at the miidhpesa «^ the temp^ 
ratoffO:. Upon reaching this tower, we camesnd'^ 
dmdy in sight of the saowy smamit of the great 
erater, amd « most beauti^Ddly romantic HttM 
ciNttagBi si tasted on th^ highest shoulder of 4he 
aaonotain at the base of liie upper 'Conei Thi* 
liMe eottage had been buik hy tiie Engliifc 
during their stay Ufoa the islaod, and exhibited 
a v^ry pleasing oontrast to the sterile, snowy, 
splijbsry d«aert, by which it was surrounded. 
Here, we passed oversnpw several feet deep; but 
sKieh WM the iofloenceof the solphiif sous smoke 
Wfiat dJie altiMosphsre, thst the thermometer 
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fliHl remained at 00^ and I felt sorry I had 
even incommoded myself with a great coat 
We proceeded upon this elevated ledge tintil 
about a quarter past eleven o'clock, when we 
reached the Casa Inglese, but lateTy buried in 
snow, and now most cold and comfortless. Here 
the ascent became too steep foi* mules; "we 
therefore remained for a few minutes to collect 
our party, and proceeded on foot to cliinb the 
upper cone. Before we reached tiie Casa 
Inglese, the guides were desirous 6f. taking us 
to the active crater, about 500 yards to our 
right, which was now bellowing with prodigious 
force, and throwing up ashes and red hot stones 
in the air ; but as the highest summit of the 
mountain continued free from clouds, we deter- 
mined to accomplish this object finst, and visit 
the other wonders upon our return. ' The ascent 
^{ the upper cone was much more precipitous 
than we had supposed it to be from the Casa 
IHgtese, and our footing upon ashes, and loose 
liumice stone, was so very uncertain, that at 
limes we advanced one step and retired two. 
!I!he snow was also in some parts so deceitfiil, 
that we sunk suddenly up to our miAfle in th^ 
bed, and we fancied ourselves exceedingly fortu- 
nate, if our shins escaped damage frdtn the 
ragged edges of the lava, dispersed about the 
4H>Q6« At length* after a uniform pac^^ of abool 
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fifty yards in five inmutes, we^giaibad the siiiii.* 
mit of this gigantic elevaUoii, and mamdy con* 
gratulated each other upon the accomplishment 
of our wishes* From hence I addressed several 
letters to my friends, both in India and in Europe, 
and I then gazed upon the vast expanse below 
me, with feelings that are much better felt than 
described. I calculate the cone to be about 600 
feet ,above thlb^' upper shoulder of the mountain^ 
and about 800 feet above the active crater^ 
which now shook with its explosions, the uncer-» 
tain footing upon which we were perched. I 
shall not attetnpt any description of the scene 
before me ; the subject has been so frequently 
handled by abler penis than mine, and I feel 
myself so thoroughly incapable of conveying any 
idea of the immensity of feeling (if I may be A ^ 
allowed the expression) with which I was assailed, 
that I shall not presume to attempt any thing 
like detail. I appeared to be translated into 
another world; my eyes dwelt upon nothing 
that was familiar to them ; if an opening in the 
clouds gave me a view of the plains below me« 
\ discovered the enormous altitude to which I 
had risen by the incorrectness of my vision; it 
was only by a speck upon the ocean or the .white 
sails of a vessel passing, tba( I could be brought 
to acknowledge the amazing extent of this ele?* 
vated horizon, which could with difficulty be 
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dMngukhti from the tftinisphare afa^ve* the 
wliole country lay tike a map at oqr feet« Tine 
citj of Catanui appeared but a mile or two ilis^ 
taot} die ooaveat o( Santa Maria, surrouoded 
by iti abrabberies and vilaeyards, seemi^ perched 
upon Che 'very verge of tbe cral^er of l(pot6 Rosso j 
the RiTer Simetus, appeared windiog to our 
rigbt amid plains of eternal i^erdnpe, whilst tbe 
high moantains on tbe soqth 6f the ifiiand, 
seemed anxious to hide their diminisbed beads, 
amid tbe white clopds that environed the w<>ody 
iPegion of Etna; m short, we felt ourselves in a 
region of wonders, and more tbap half oppressed 
with opr feelings; 

At length when we bad in soiqo degree 
upoovered from oor surprise, we consulted 
tbe tbermooiet^, and foiind it stood nearly as^ 
high as midsummer be^t in Skigland; this 
^A/;^as not at ail surprising to us. The crater 
i 1to our left, which was issoieg torrents of fire, 
had evidently extended its inflcienee to the 
upper iBone pf the mountain, as tbe center and 
i^des woM issuing hoteulpbnreous smbke, whiefa 
eonld not fail to affect the climate. When we 
sat upon tbe ashes, they were nearly as hot as 
Ibey could be borne, and three i^icbe^ Mow die 
surface llie beat was exeessive. We arrived at 
this fiery summit exaetly at twelve o'clock, 
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n^maitied there half an hour, and coinmenced our* 
descent tit half past twelve. 

We next proceeded to the brihk of a preci- 
pice, wbidh oi^erlook^ the active crater, and 
from which we were separated by a valley of 
about 100 yards across. Here we commanded 
as complete a view of this convulsed mountain as 
it was possible to obtain— ^when at ti considerable 
distance/ the sounds resembled the roaring of a 
treoien^ous sbrf ; but now that vre approached 
the crater, within 100 or 150 yards, the concussion 
was much more violent and appalling ; they 
recurred every five or six seconds, and threw red 
hot rocks of enormous magnitude some hundreds 
of feet in the air« The greatest part of these fell 
back into the crater, but many of them came 
rolling down the side of the mountKrn ;-^he place 
where we stood was covered with stone and 
rocks, that had been dischsirged from the oratef 
when it first broke ocfl:, and the.^ound was 
^racked some hundreds of feet beyond the? place 
to which we ventnred^ by the violence of the 
earthquakes^ that accompanied the first eruption 
in this mountainons region* These earthquakes 
still continued, and it is rather si^ignlar that I 
should have first felt the phenomenon^ on the 
top of one of the highest mountains in the world-, 
when I had been three times at places where \% 
oecnrred, but each time/aM askep. Soitfe of the 
. . . ' '. >o J ^ • ■ • 
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fissures produced by tlie earttiquaksei were vefy 
considerable, and as the forpe of t^e explo^ioofb 
seeined rather to increase tbau otherwise, we 
thought it advisable to avoid the fate of Emp^ 
doclesy and retire to a more respectful diiBlauee. 

Tbe guides now conducted us to another precir 
[Hce» from whence we saw the lava iswlng out of 
the cone ; but the glare of the sua prevented up 
from difcoveriug the very red heat* Thia they 
said was only a small aperture, but they eon^ 
ducted us to one alittte lt>wei: d^wtt^ which was so 
thoroughly involved in smoke^ that we could see 
notlmig ; but we heard the lava issuing in fright^ 
ful gushes from, the naountajii below U9» aud 
shuddered at the oceans of liquid fire^ from which 
we were probably separated, but by a few feet 
of sulphur and ashes. The aouud of the lava 
issuing tlurougb. this aperture^ waa like tbe foumi 
of a high wind rushing through a confined spaooi 
or what may probably, be more familiar,, if I 
be pard<med for an anti-climaXi it waa like thai 
tearing of silk«^ except that it was fifty times more 
loud; from hence we contimied our desceai 
across this inclined plain, and passed another 
extinguished crater^ about fifty yapdsto Uie right 
of the road up the mountaiu. Thia crater is only 
visible wheo yonare close to the bnuk ; my servant 
dtscoveved it by accident, aud if by any unforti^ 
Mte chauge it «lMuld beooniQ aetivui the traveb 
tors would certainly be jcompelled to find 
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flier road to (be sanktuit, Frotn Kcoct W^ pro 
needed by tltig sanje roiAer ridinff on our m(U 
die bonet to the conTenl <yf Santa Maria, wbis^ 
l^^teeful ebadei? %e reaiohed obopt saa-^sat, ex^ 
eeedingty fatigued, bat g^tMtly griitified with onr 
'^xcarsrmi. 

As Etma bas baeti qoiet sitio^ the j^ear 1S)4^ 
Ui^ l^reseat emptitMi ra kitted witb great joy, by 
tboise pMph^* wbo are beyond Ha deirtrdotive ia^ 
flueoc^e. Earthquakes aw ontfikrmiy tfce cotise* 
cpBences of voieanie tranifaittity, wbtcb ^oriog' the 
last tweire ttofttbn hnkw bcien T«ry freifuent. To^* 
morfMr we proceed to Zefbratia^ to eee tbe Kqaid 
lo^a^ \tpbicb I ana sorry to fmy« bat already egt« 
tended ten miiett from the iM;<Jive crater. 

The Ibeility g^ noaDttng: Sina, is greater than 
Mil well be imagioedr the road tbrougb i\m 
ibrest wwdd be bardly too Ae^ for wheeled 
carriagies^ and except one or t«i^o «^s <tf ismaH 
«s«eM> the aiules haf«r iM>dfiffi(c«Hy whMei;^ ki 
eetryiag up their burthens^. Lord and Lady fiet 
BAore eliaabed to 1^ sutninit laift ye^r j and i am 
teMr bier ladyship atbottip>tnhed the «ask wtthoot 
•«iy sort of difficulty. 

I ifciDk Rrydofte spetiiks of tb<^ people ttpoA 
Blnfii «s ibrocioos and savag^e, aild retdteB Att 
M«odo1»^ of beitigf altRacked by aboot ftfty p^tt^ 
sMtSy who fancM him g^mng^ ia seawh of btddeA 
tfaiKmlK, iriidi ti^bo wvrre pl-evaflbd a^ with 
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great difficulty to permit bis gdide to conduct 
him up the mouutain. In reply to thig statement, 
I can only say^ that either the people must have 
very much improved, or else Mn Brydone must 
have judged them very harshly} as we expe- 
rienced nothing but kindness, respect, and good 
nature. The children came runniiig to us fromf 
every direction^ and a few pence> which I dis^ 
tributed amongst them, made me^tbe sovereign 
of every little village we passed. 

Jwae 23(i.r— This morning we rose at daylight, 
and proceeded to the village o^ Zeferana, on 
the north side of the mountain, near which the 
stream of lava is now running: the road was 
exceedingly bad, but the country was lovely 
beyond measure ; here we passed round the base 
of extinguished craters, which were cultivated to 
the very summits, and luxuriant woods and 
vineyards extending as far as the eye could reach> 
At about half past nine, we arrived at the village 
of Zeferana, and were upon the point of setting 
off upon our excursion, five miles higher up the 
mountain, when we fortunately met the Marquis 
Lucci, who had just returned from the lava, and 
told us on no consideration to go there during the 
day ; he said the sight would not repay us for 
our trouble, J but that if we went there by night, 
the scene would be really sublime. W« Accord-* 
ingly determined to bivouac at luSiciliaQ cot^ 
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tege, and I sent my servant in search of one that 
woald accommodate os : in a short time be re* 
turned, and conducted as to a romantic little 
cabin, concealed amongst shrubberies and fruit 
trees ; the owner of which, a neat, clean, grey 
haired old woman, greeted pur arrival with true 
christian hospitality. Here we dined upon the 
contents of our travelling basket, to which a 
most delicious dessert of cherries, pears, and 
strawberries, wa^ added by our hostess. 

A few minutes after we were seated in the 
cottage, we were aroused by a violent explosion 
within a short distance of us, and running to 
the door, we found a fresh eruption of lava 
had that moment escaped from the mountain^ 
about three or four miles above the village. 
God help the unfortunate inhabitants of this land 
of fire; the black sulphureous smoke as it curled 
over our heads, seemed to speak a language of 
dreadful import, and we were not certain but the 
next eruption might escape from the center 
of the old woman's cottage. She told us she was 
certain it would destroy Zeferana, and that 
tber^foi^e she was determined to leave it the fol- 
lowing day. Notwithstanding these awful phe- 
nomena, howeveV, we continued to amuse our- 
selves until evening, when at eight o'clock we 
mounted our mnles, and proceeded to the running 
lava. The road was by far the. worst we had 
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yet traveited ; the ascent ww vary e^nsiileniMe^ 

^ woaa4 for about fow oniiet aloog tjie aid» 

of ^ep mouDtaios, from wbanoe the inhabitanta 

fieemed to have fled m horror of the eraptioh ;> 

we were lighted by torchet, wbieh were coin* 

posed of a sort ^ rtainoiia fir, abeondiiig m 

Ibtee regiom. We had proceeded i» tUs umni'^ 

ner about feor Hnlesfrom the village of Zaferana^ 

when eKaibing up the side of a f ooby monntaiai 

we arrived suddi^nly m sight <^ the iiqaid ndd hot 

lata: never in my life shall I forget the impres* 

sion produced on my miad b^ ibis beatttiful speo* 

tacle, so infinitely surpciisii% my most saqgitine 

'expectations} we stood at the time en the aidgti 

of the ^pnntaio to which we^ad elifnbed» a«A 

about half a mile distant from another ledgti 

ever which the flaming torrent Was rushing iato 

the valley betowt The eSbet of this awful de* 

strnctive stream was surprisingly gnaed; it poured 

ddwn the side of the cippc^site monntaini a sparl^-< 

lil^ river of fire, and collected in a hhiaip^ mass 

below, wh^re th« de<:Uvity of tbe gronnd was 

fHwaid<9rab\y \^m^ i^d where its rapid progresa 

Uras consequently impeded* It witt appear strange 

whw I teU onr det^fminati^n to pass h^lm^ this 

liquid Hrei which was; eon^aed by the mqnntaJns 

eo 0Kch ^de of iti a^ ralUng gradn|J)y iitfetlie 

IpJauK. Qn th^ ^de of the mo^atl^D) tiie stream 

wight prf^hJy he t«ro mil^ broad; bat when it 
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i^pace between the ^mountains, and obtaiaingf a 
l^eral level, it presented to ua a front of liqaid^ 
rollings red hot fire, at least twenty-fi?e feet high. 
To the front of thii Uastng' rampart we ac^ord<» 
ingly appPMched with oor mnlesi nntil wi^in 
nbont a hundred yaids, wiien we aligfhted and 
proceeded within a few feet of the awfbl torrdtit : 
«othing eould be mot^ favourable to our eitcur- 
iion than the tfitatetof the weather ; the night wa^ 
darfc^ the wind bleVT directly from us to the laVa, 
whioh sweeping the sulphureous smoke from its 
«wfiice^ exhibited thf$ awful spectacle in all its 
Inu'ning majesty^ - It may be supposed that a 
4MSS of fire of sueh enormoas bulk» would emit a 
degree of heat almost insufiferable» and that we 
'Were culpably adventurous in approaching so close 
to the stream, which was rolling towards ns at 
a very considerable descent, and would infallibly 
overwhelm us if it received any considerable im- 
pulse fit>m behind : it dioald therefore be slatdl, 
that we were at least ten miles from its source, 
that lava even in its most liquid state will ad- 
vance but slowly^ (if the descent is not very con- 
siderable,) and that it conld n^t possibly receive 
My g^at aceessiofl of fierce, without being dis- 
covered rolling d^wn thii hill in front of us* 
With this conviction, therefore, we remain^ 
roasting m froitt of the fire, for at least hdlf au 
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faoor, the guided brtngiog as pieces red hot fi^m 
the stream, in which we ehdearoiifed ivitheok 
effect to insert small silver coins, as proofs of our 
having taken it in a liquid state. We therefore 
drank the king's health in a beverage, previously 
prepared, and bade a reluctant adieu, to this 
sublime but terrible visitor on the plains of Sicily ; 
nothing in life could be more splendid than the 
sparkling torrent, rushing down the side of 
the moantain,«*-forming into huge masses of 
fifty and a Imndred ton weight^-^Uiundering over 
the precipices into the valley below, and dash- 
ing into pieces of the most sparkling beauty. 
Again upon the - front that was opposed to us, 
huge' masses of fire would overhang the base, 
until the weight could no longer be support- 
ed, when the whole ledge would comb tumb- 
ling to the bottom, to form the base of another 
rampart to the stream. In short, our enjoyment 
was complete^ we arrived at our little cottage 
about twelve o'clock at night, and after regaling 
ourselves with new milk and tea, we^roceeded 
to repose. The foltowing morning, at peep of 
day, we remounted our mules, and after passing 
through a country moM^ abundantly supplied with 
every blessing of nature, we reached our inn 
at Catania, to a late breakfast, at about ten 
o'clock. 
Before I take leave of Etna^ I feel impelled to 
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«Ute^ tiie particalars of a very melancholy event| 
Hrbich was related to us by several people in 
Cataniay and which reflects indelible disgrace 
upon one of oar country men. They relate^ that a 

gentleman named A had arrived there 

during the month of. May, and that notwitlw 
standing be suft*er$d v^y much from bad health* 
he was determined to attempt the ascent of the 
mountain; he accordingly proceeded with a 
friendf who aocompanied him, and reached Nico^ 
losi without difficulty. The following morning» 
himself and his friend continued their journey to- 
wards the summit; but the upper part of themoun- 
taiu being completely covered with snow, they 
were compelled to abandon their mules, and pro* 
ceedon foot towards the crater. This exertion was 
^uch too considerable for tho unfortunate young 
man who attempted it ; he was frequently lost in 
the snow, and the guides in vain represented to 
his companion that he would perish: the only 
answer they received was nonsense! nonsense! 
he will get on very well. In this situation he was 
left behind altogether, and continued, I believe, 
some hours in the snow, when he was at length 
found and brought down to Catania, where, after 
lingering some days, he died at the ion, his friend 
having previously taken his departure! ! ! 

The peasants on this wonderful mountain are, 
in my opinioui the most truly kind and hospitable 
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creatures I ever recollect to have men, an^ it ii • 
lource of great pride to an Bngflishman^s feelingf^^ 
that his language and country are at once a 
jyassport to their good offices. The very nam« 
of England attracts a crowd to your door, and 
the impudent smiling confidence, with which the 
little children approach you, is delightful to tho^e 
people who seek to inspire regard. The woman 
who brought us milk from the mountains, with 
her two smiling little brats, were the very pic* 
tures of health and good hnmonr : she had teeth 
of ivory, and eyes of jet, and a complexion that 
many of our Indian friends would be proud to 
purchase. She told us that the eruption would 
certainly overwhelm their village, except St 
Agatha, who had been similarly kind upon a 
former occasion, would again be so generous as 
step to their assistance. 

June 25th. — ^We this inorntng visited the itiu* 
seum of the Prince of Bescaris, in which the 
natural curiosities of the island, and various anti^ 
quities found in Sicily are exceedingly weH 
arranged. My companions accused me of being 
as much interested in examining a child, with two 
heads, as they were in looking over the various 
antiquities of Rome and Greece, found in different 
parts of the island. The remains of some of the 
statues, to which modern limbs have been given, 
were exquisifeTy beautiful. 
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tn the eve oing we visited tbe chapel of tW 
ogn? ^ of St Julismo, which is neat ftml simpk, 
snud a very ^legan^ stmctare* The pictures mtk 
wjiicb it is furoishedt are principally repreaeq^^ 
tfitions of female martyrdom, wbiob are far fiotu 
pleasing ^objects for contemplatioo. The maiW 
i^er in which the gates and confessional^} for thfit 
^nm are disp^s^clf ^re exceedingly ingeniooa}^ 
the church, embraces one entire side of the con^ 
vent, from whence I did not perceive any direct 
Qommunication.'*^Round this churcbji and andee 
every window, there are gilded grates for the 
QiuiB to. pray throagh, which are so well cqii^ 
trived, that they appear to be the comice# of the 
building, aind therefore escape observation* The 
galleries behind these grates are so dark, that iim 
outlinet^ of their figures are only visible, and the 
channels for confession, are grated aj>ertnrea of 
^boot eight inches square, which pass from the 
church into the body of the convmt — behind 
these apertures the penitent sits in gloomy conceal- 
liient, and reveals her sins to the ear of a crafty 
priefitt who sits in the aisle of the chiurcb. Whilfil 
we were walking ^boot, a holy father^ clad in thr 
table garments of his order» was sitting at tlia 
aperture^, and. receiving the cQoiesAion of sQme 
vnhappy i«cluse« The eiSeet of a delicate voice 
whispering through the tunnel, and tbe occa* 
siMal esihortations of the confessor^ did not fail to 
produce an extreonliuary degree of intevest oa 
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^ur minds. From hence we went to a famous 
convent of Benedictine monks, one of the richest 
orders in Sicily, where we were fortunately in time 
to be present at the beginning of mass — ^to me, 
, who ain passionately fond of music, the heavenly 
peal of the second best organ in Europe, excited 
feelings which I am sure must have convulsed 
my countenance^ I never shall forget the sounds^ 
of this divine instrument, which set me at peace 
with all the world, and came, like <' flattering 
auction to my souL*' The voluntaries conveyed 
to my mind such exquisite delight, that I no 
longer wonder at the influence of catholic forms 
npon vulgar minds. On the following morning 
we paid the church a second visit, and were 
shewn into the garden of the convent, which is 
laid out with exquisite taste, and breathes per- 
fume npon every gale. We were wandering 
among the shrubberies of this delightful spot, 
when a young monk, of very pleasing manners, 
who had noticed our attendance the day before, 
came to invite us again into the church to 
liear the organ played by one of their order. 
We were of course delighted with the invi- 
tation, and gratifled beyond measure, to find 
he spoke French most fluently* Upon pro- 
ceeding into the aisle, we found chairs were 
placed for our accommodation, and we en- 
joyed a renewal of sweet sounds, which can be felt, 
but' not described* There is only one organ \n 
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Europe, that of Haarlem, that equals it I think 
it impoiisible there can be any superior. Th$ 
outside of the church is not finished — but the in^ 
ternal decorations are beautifully chaste and 
splendid. Some of the pictures are superbly 
executed } and I was proud to see one by an 
Englishman in great repute. After our organ 
treat, we were conducted to the museum of th^. 
convent, and to the magnificent library of the 
order, all of which bespoke their wealth and gran^- 
deur. In the museum there were some BLindoO- 
gods, Vishnu, Ganesa, and Bhood, which they 
had mistaken for the idols of American Indians; 
until I explained their error. The revenue of this 
convent is about £45,000 per annum. They 
shewed us a miraculous turn which the stream of 
Java had taken in 1669, when it wound com«- 
pletely round the convent, without touching its 
walls. In consequence, the bdilding is now 
thirty feet below the level of the lava, upon the 
surface of which their beautiful garden has been 
formed, which is level with the upper story. On 
our return through the town we visited a theatre^ 
and an amphitheatre, which remaio tolerably 
.perfect to the present day. It requires, however, 
the eye of a savan, like that of Mr. Monson, to 
discover Uieir great beauty. We were exceed- 
ingly fortunate that we returned to Catania upon 
Thursday last, as a whole. troop of Sicilian miii* 
tu-y had been billetted upon our inn, who were 
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iient to keejl the unhappy ftlavet of tti6 eomi' 
try in auve, and preveit an ]ii8iikTecti6»# Thti 
di$tiirbanee is prodnted by a tnort Yexaliom eon* 
BcripttOD^ which the bright king of Sicily and hit 
kiAiBiotis mkiistefff have visited Wf^^ the frnfor^ 
innate people. They say, thaldkiringf ibe war^ 
ivhilft they were under the protection of tsbiB 
Etogligh i»atiea» they et^oyed freedom andbap# 
j^e$§; but now that they hnve aga»n been de^ 
livered over to the aacontrolled tyranny of tbetr 
deteslsable goverameat^ tliey are torn: from their 
laimliesi despoiled of their property^ and sent t^ 
serve ia eternal banisbbuBot aoMwigat Itn^gnei* 
and ioe^ There are in«tanees of these unfbrtia- 
Mile wretcbea having sold all their property to 
purchase a substitute ;— the officers of geverii* 
inent falsely declaring that the sufasAitotes had 
escaped ; and wbeo, at Imgdu, after repeated i»k 
positions of this oainre, the poor creatur« had 
expanded idl their property^ they Wene then camih 
pelled to proceed thesaselves to d>e arniky, where 
they generally discovered the people wW were 
said to hate deserted. 

Married menareieMtepted from the law ^ so that 
ladiea aiie, at this momeni, in sneh gveat reqcrent, 
that e^hi^n m frequent^ paired %ith d^riy. 

The evening before we embarked^ Hre wentto^ 
see the collection of coias< ami tuedab belbngiwgr 
to the Baren Becnpsro, which are indeed wdt 
deserving of a visit from tiia tMnreUee.^ Hero, we 
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saw Egyptian, Grecian, Romania, and Carlliagi^ 
piao money from the very earliest ages» and two 

% Italios of surprising beauty^ at which ny co»* 
pagiioD da voyage was greatly enraptured. The 

' A^cct of the one, was Hercules and Anteas« and 
the other was the Rape of Proserpine^ 

Jwne ^Qth. — Haviog thus visited all the won- 
ders of Catania, we embarked in a spafo-nato 
at eight o'clock at night, and proceeded towards 
Taromioum and Messina. Duxing our noctnmal 
voyage, the flames of Etna were sublimely beau* 
tifttl. The torrent of fire Reaming down the lude 
oi the mountain, and the gushes from the top ef 
the crater,. w«re indeed surprisingly grand. At 
eight o'dock in the morning we were coasting 
along the shore near Tarominum^ which for pic- 
turesque beauty surpasses e vei^ thing of ^e kind 
we had yet seen. The towns perched upon 
ledges to the very summit of the moontainsi 
and the mined Sajracen ranoq^arts of aa old 
cromUing castle, could not fail to bring to our 
memory the descriptive flights of a Radcliff^ 
or an Owenson. Here we landed about eleven 
o'clock, and visited an amphitheatre tolerably 
complete. The arena is perfect;, but a little* 
force of imagination is required to complete 
the curve. The Saracen castle and its moul* 
deling^ battlements, is. now a heap of ruins 2 
its dih^dation is too great even for tlie haunt of 
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tMto^ftti. After dinner we embarked a^in Irt 
Waf sparo-naro, and coasted all night along shore. 
The following morning at day-light, we were ill 
sight of the lovely harboar of Messina, and other 
objects the most beautiful in nature. On ovf 
right the mountains of Calabria appeared towers 
ing to the clbu^, with villages and cultivation 
extending to their very summits; on our left, 
the shores of Sicily exhibited castles, crowning 
heights ; gentlemen^s seats peeping from groves 
of orange-trees, and villages dispersed both ofl 
hill and dale, amidst the most luxuriant cultiva<'> 
tion; — ^in front the Faro of Messina, with its 
castle of Scylla,' and its imagfinary Charybdis, 
completed a scene by far the most beautiful I Imd 
ever in my life contemplated. During the latter 
part of our voyage we were dragged by oxen 
along the margin of this lovely lake. The wind 
blew directly against us, and we did not arrive 
at Messina until ten o^clock in the forenoon. 
Here, after having undergone due examination 
at the pratique office, we were permitted to 
land. The harbour of Messina may well be ranked 
amongst the safest and most beautiful in the 
world. I have endeavoured to convey tome 
faint idea of the scenery by which it is sur* 
rounded ; but I sensibly feel, that any effort is in» 
capable of doing it justice. The peak of every 
mountain, except the highest summits^ is crowned 
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ttofi' 18' required *t6 ftmcy i>fi6'tf self in the very r^- 
giomof enciu^Mment. - 

ithe Greeks called tlie hfttbonr Ztnefe, tft 
Sickle, declaring that the sickle of Bajarn had fall- 
^M i^fi'tiiat 9poft $ and indeed nothing etn be more 
llkfethe insttomentii^fhaftbaiidry than the baren 
hi' qoestfom In the -evening, whto Mr. Mons- 
oon tod tnyself httd clmihed to the tofi e( 
one Df die highest wountaim in the.iietghbottr- 
hood/tend looked down upon the harbonri the 8)» 
inHftxide *wm very ftttiking. At Messina We were 
lodged mdst coiiifbrtably ; indeed, it was the ilrirt 
time I had been ftee from fleas since I^ foft the 
priace at Malti(. There ^te no reKcs of antt- 
l]tti^ worth seeing at Messina ; bnt the terdihit 
fice of iiatare more than compensates for this 
Wiinl. We dtPovevthrough the town every even- 
ing during ew stay, Imd were astonished at the 
{Mpttkttioii of the city, which mrust be very con- 
si^Vatrfe ; 4nd ahhongh it has soflfered so 
se^^orely aHdiso fireqaently iVotii earthqaakes, yet 
they bnih} and rebuild as if all the intiernal firea 
^ JEttt* hMi bten expended by the last eit- 
|d(MdlL nere was a tii^t shock felt the 
m e ittnig tlfter we as^ived ; hot 1 wm happily 
asteqp^ and estof^^ the Illamir-^J kav^ia ifidkjf 
Vkmhfitt ^teping ikrm^ tarthquskes. A Miss 
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Somihod^f yf\^wBi fath^ and mother we viilM^ 
the evening before our departure, pointed 
out the enprmoBs thickness of one of their 
walls, in which she said they usually took refugo 
during the period of these agreeable undala* 
tions. 

Mn Monson and myiielf were delighted witb 
the inhabitants of this eTerrblooming island, and 
their myrtle-clad cottages. They spoke with thf 
moftionthasiastic attachpaent.of.our countrynien, 
and no sooner did ,they discover us to be Sign^HV 
loglese, than all wei^ alike zealous to guide and 
assist us. The old women brought us spraag 
water and professions ; the young women brought 
us fruit, flowers, and nniles; and the young 
children brought us noisy confidence and laugb- 
ten From one .of these elevated hamlets we 
commanded a most beautiful vi^w of the Straits ; 
die shores of Calabria ; the towns skirting the 
mountains; the city of Messina; and the Sickly 
of the ancients crowded with shipping. I think 
it impossible that any thing can be more beapfifuL 
Mr. Monson has even da^ed to say, that it is more 
lovely tl^an the Bay of Naples. The fained 
whirlpool of Charybdis has so thoroughly v«r 
nished since the days of.Yirgil, that the place oS 
its former existence is now disputed. Mr.Barkeir, 
the English Consul, tokl me, that it was supposed 
to have been on the east side of the harbour, 
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wbith is at least ten niilet frosn^tbe rocki-^di 
^y Ha ; but, for my part^ I ahotttd judge tbewbida 
to be a faUe, originatmg in'tbe streag* eddies proi^ 
duced by the cui'rents and winds meeting; eaek . 
nther m the Straits. Rere I reeei^ed a note (tma: 

Sir R P-i*—*-s informing metbat.thd 

Admiral and the Glasgow, witb Lady A. and 
her two fair daughters, ^ had 'sailed for ' Palermo^ 
fo witness<die ftte of St.Rosolfe;* ^ ^ ' '^ 

r. The city of :MesMna,'like«Tery iither part of 
Sicily I is crowded ' with priests and' monks to ffk 
most intolerable cfegree. They- appear to auti 
Mimber'ail the' rest of the male populaitibny^^tad 
their shamefnl and abominable mduence dpob sAl 
classes ^:sooiety^ is matter of disgust to every 
liberal and enligbtenlid mind. If'tbetr general 
conduct^ or their individual cbaracteni, were?at 
ail ^suited to their sacred profession, or^ if tbfy 
ooodeseended to thrd w a veil over the efnormoos 
criiiies that are daily committed by/theirrsabk 
4srew, i^one^ ^ould feel' less insulted with their 
guilt, and less <fii$3posed tbhold'them up to inffinvy. 
But when one »seeB the garb of religion, but'a 
dioak lor the most dete^able villany !; when one. 
hears thMs ruffians of sanctified gniult^ boast an 
independence > of all temporal 'authority, or re^ 
straintv it is then that obr ^mdignation is excited 
to thfBnnost violent de^l-e^ apd that we are d» 
^poMi>«to W4»thip the' power .that would expose 

92 
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Mieir anmm, aad atm^ihite liieir imfliiraee. Qiur 
hkif^ABiOnd^imciy'mthe profxeity of tbc»e 
dvtesteble priesfat The enermoMs weikh ttml ii 
iopsan^cp^ by thftm h han%<# beconcMved. 
inbay Are ii«t aamiabk (br tbn graveal dTeaeea 
tD aay Dtbcr eonrto tbaii tbeiir awa; and if a 
priest Aiufdari Ms aoveratgn, te aaa onl^ be tried 
Iqr -^ bitbcq^ 8ach is tbeif gigatitiii power ill 
this unhappy kiagdefati/ that I eka ilmibtfid 
MiMber, eifea that eAiice» weald net pass with 
impaaiijr* I wouM aot sbil m\f |Mper Iqf dcttail^ 
])i|p any of their enermities, bat 1 shiU sioiply 
Mnle^ tbsA there k hardly a critne bown to liM 
tlK>st yickms of annklnd^ tJult ia ad pmotibed by 
tihese diam^ees toffiana. : It is eoo^aled that 
faatf the piopalation of great toifiifc eoiisjst bi wo* 
loen and priests; and alihoitg^h they dare not 
eftnTy avow Ibe ofispriag of tlicir guUty inters 
tmnrse^ yet they take care to introdaee thai at 
m Pery isarly age to the weabhand eiqer^ettts of 
tiitit liioAel' church, and gifve theaoi (as avowed 
evphaaa) the jdandbrkl BNignifieeMb ^ tfceir 
ftsnmU. Hy pea wifl keep no aMaeum ^whea I 
apeak lof these liceased stMienh*wwbi8n I -f btok 
m£ la ikie population being kept is ndkmeher 
efaoly tbraldom b^ the very "worst of nubikaiid^'*^ 
If a B»a baa a beatstilbl wife or a idaogbtprt aod 
Ae uahappBy engages the aiteotiwi rf a pitast 
ierdeottisfiaed. The cluaieia sm a ibaasaa^ 
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to Me tht( tiM ^mmMic hftj^pinessof that tvmlf 
h destroyed fer erer. It is ts Vftia to complml 
lit vheir ill fntane m it is impossible to avoid it; 
HecAt sdbmissioD to this pfiyileged sinner is the 
only means of avoiding a worse resolt. Him 
lAamefess insolence with which they pRyelaiai 
their tnrpitnde is not less insalting to this misers 
abfe people than it is ootnageous to eonuMtt 
aense. To fifty dekided wreteives, I hate pointiid 
OQt their hypocrisy and guik; bat Strang 
to say, although fully sensible of the trad^ 
ytt sudl is the inficieoce of Catholic habits, thai 
they cannot shake off the yoke. But I moA 
t^ease the subject— it disturbg tht nalutdi miHi- 
aess dnd equMimitf of my disporitmu 

Having learnt that the earlnest period of a 
iihip sailing' for Naples, woniM be eight or tdfi 
days, we determined to adopt oor oM mode of 
trarellit^g, and hrre a sparo^naro t6 tarry Mi 
aei^bss the open sea to Amantea, whene 'we itt- 
tended to land, and crossing the A]^nniaw ti» 
CoRg^oza, in C!aiatma, proceed from Ihtweei %y 
*Iand to Naples. This proceeding m an feii|^iiAi 
tltDMee woald foe rather hasardomf, bat Hlk 
Bf edHenrani^an sea, during the samoler ukbMAil, 
ki so thoronghfy traaqtuF, that its dang^nrmay 
be braved without any sort of ^^. We^ 
accerdtngly embarked ^is lafohfing, the fst i6f 
July, with good stofi^ of pr^iKiOBB, Kod paiMd 
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tile Faro of Messina at aboat eight o'clock. We 
liad hardly emerged from tbesci beautifdl Straits 
vhen the ivirtd sobHided, and we contimied in a 
edlm until three o'clock io the aflernooiii at 
which Mme the dea*breeze set in rather strong, 
and'wQ coasted along the picturesque shores of 
Calabria, changing with every tarn of the 
moantauis, and displaying every possible variety 
of the most romantic scenery, and the richest 
.possible fertility. Villages, churches, castles, 
and convents, are scattered by hundreds over 
the face of these mountains, and so iar from 
Calal^ia having the appearance of a wild or 
inhospitable country, it appears to be one of the 
richest and most abundant in nature. The Me* 
diterranean may well be called, at this season, a 
/< glassy sea/' There is hardly a breath of air <* the 
'ablue wave to curl ;" and if I wished to select a 
|iicture of repose and fertility, I would certainly 
(shopsethe village, castle, and woods, in the neigh- 
(Ifourhood of Tropea, which we rounded about 
^qn-set, and thought it the very spot where natuvie 
, seemed to bje at rest. At times when our boat 
^passed* under romantic clifis, on the sumnjit of 
which the spire of a church, or the battlements of 
,a castle, were seen peeping from the forest — or 
,,by moonlight, )v hen the note of the nightingale, 
, or the chime of . a convent bell stole along the 
fl|lent waters,, no great force of imagination wi^s 
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itqaired to indoee a belief that we were really 

the chHdren of romance. 
July id. — At nine o'clock this ndoming, we 

arrived at Amaoteai but found to our gte^A an- 
noyance, there was no autbority in the place 

competent to grant us pratique. They told us 
that the people at Messina had done exceeding^Iy 
wrong to give us a passport to that place, and 
that iir the passengers landed, the boat and every 
thing that belonged to her, would be confiscated 
to government. This consequence was dreadfully 
alarming to the poor captain of the boat^ who 
suffered the most painful apprehension lest we 
should desert him in his utxnoist need. The port 
of Paold, at which we could obtain pratique, was 
fifteen miles distant, and after some discussion 
with the people at Amantea, we proceeded along 
shore to Paolo, where we arrived about four 
o^clock in the evening. Here Mr* Monson and 
Mr. Howell landed to cross the mountains, 
being anxious to explore the celebrated Ca- 
labria; but as Mr. Glover and myself were 
exceedingly comfortable in the boat, and liked 
the sort of coasting voyage very much, we 
'det^mined to continue . our progress by sea 
in the sparo-naro. We accordingly took leave 
of each other at Paolo, two to journey over the 
mountains, and two to proceed by sea. 

During our detention for a few hours at Paolo, 
we experienced the impertinent meddling spirit 
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that I think it deserveft to be rQQo^ik4. The 

f^: %)^ej f pr^parVi^ % ftew fqt oi^ !4ilW^ 
JMlnre . «? s^par^ted^ 'We Qbperved . thj«, «fal4€ 
moAit^r paiadiog rowid, il,h#, iteiv-paii an if }»e 
(fUnbed tbe fiwoiirj wieit; tb«t i^xi^e^ ifgvm 
yt^^nd vr^ optioned J[oi»i^ . tp, km^ Im ey«€|ii 
^ l^g^ i^od viiqg^ M he ^AouULoiMt ^|t|| fimi 
fflajf^ We> dpd. 9ot. fpi; 9 OKHIient iqti^igiiM 
Vfk^% bis qt?/^t CQpJM i?(9f wtH (9 oar ^^wu^^jbr 
9»Wt, h«^t^qide.M9: ta. im, aii^i t^l|ii)g m» it xitm 
foftd^yr, be fodrbf^ u&i tq eat meet until we -^«td 
|j^ ^Ji/ie tq thefih^^n CMH I: tjbat^i^ bM l^ewd 
^b<2^ roer ^f conteiiiptuoaa derisjeoa ipfikb fRbi<^ w^ 
|r#ceur^ ht&i^rdei:^ ^ndthe MoJ^ng repljf. (bM^ 
•we gaive bjia ia cetura^. We aak'Cd bioi i| i|p 
were about- 1<); c^ioiit # sii^ b^w 4^ dared to ea> 
p^t;tbeiPi!ic9.(«f iti bow ii(e ^iouldi filter biioir 
fiielf tbs^b bU interferepce wo^kt berire t)ie .fqpial)fit 
weight: ; ^nd tbat to fer from bifi ofiiiiia^ oc auf- 
tboi^Hy, iJD^iAeqci^g tj/Sf jd tha leant degreia,, iv:.e 
#uMi)d i)pw eaf; t^n tipiesf woi^tb^a we]|^i4 a| 
^rstiat^dedf 

If Ibe fellow had desiired Kft not tp eat meiit 
at ellf I should have tbpi:^g;bt nothing of bis inter- 
£^eace, aad Jl^ sboqJd ba,Te treated bim with 
respect ; hut tbet, be; should have premmed to 
Mfc ip V> JPKW Ai»if for peipquistpe^. wa^ really 
9WteaUei|fbAr»nM^, 



Digitized by 



Google 



mg nloQg <i;abbria», and giradtially uppioftcliii^ 
Nlipkti. Ob the 4tli our stoick of previsioasr wm 
•tt #aq[»6iidMlr ^od we. were obliged to j^ut into a 
littte port ¥poa the coasts where we reeeiTed a 
fresh siti|>ply 1 9knd then proceeded opoa our vioy^gA 
lo thie port* also called Paolo, we JlifeeraUy 
maobored the boat in a bower of myrtle. Oa fchf 
^r%nif^g of the4ihs we passed beiweea the Cape 
wd the island of Capri ; but it was too darit to 
ase apy part of the bay. Yesovius oaly wa$ 
rifdble discbargiDg lava from the sooaiaiit* The 
ce^t of this lovely laodscape was iavelved in nigbkr 
The following morning at oinet o'fslockf we ob« 
tain^d prati^|U6» and landed at the Gran 'Bf^ 
t9gna Hotel, whei^e we took a saite of apastm^nte 
ittperUy fiusishedi for five doUara a day. 

I have nowt my dear Colonel, cendiMt^ yott 
to the ooatiaent of Enrope, where I ehaH eoo^ 
f hide tny third epietle. 

4^ rabscrihe myeelft 

Yery faithfoUy yews/ 

ilAwt. CqI. BhuAer,, C. B. 
Qr.Mw. Gm. of the Modify Arm^. 



Naplies, Jbly 5, letfe 

X l^ust aow premise to yfoot wy dear 
Cofooel^ .thai from, this momeiit. focward, it 
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will be in Tain to expect either a carefal 
or regular detail. Sights and wonders crowd 
opon me so prodigioosly, that it is with the 
greatest difficulty I can command sufficient time 
to note them down for this valuahltcorrespondenee. 
If therefore I should become somewhat inca- 
herent or confused in my narrative, it must be 
remembered, that I am an inhabitant 6f one of 
the gayest and most fascinating cities in the 
world; that erery object around me, seems to 
breathe an air of 'enchantment, and that nature 
and art * here vie with each other, which 
shall excite the most powerful interest in the 
nind of a wondering Indian. On the morning 
of the^b instant, we reached the pier of Naples, 
and obtained pratiqne immediately. The 
scenery of this lovely bay, has been so frequently 
described, that I shall say nothing of Yesovins 
flaming in the back ground'— Portici skirting 
the foot of the mountain^— The rocky hill of 
Castel a Mar6 towering and teeming with 
gentlemen's seats, and the whole curve .of the 
beautiful coast, exhibiting more rich and varied 
scenes of art and nature, than imagination caiv 
conceive, ^*or youthful poets fancy wlien they 
love,^* We drove to the Albergo della Gran Bre-» 
tagna, and obtained a most splendid suite of apart- 
ments for five dollars a day. Our companions, 
who travelled through Calabria, had not yet made 
tiieir appearance; we were therefore obliged to ' 
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proceed by Coxa's Gaide, to see the "ifonders of 

this monng metropolisr. This evening we Tistted 

the- opera of St. Carlo. Althdagb my expecta* 

"tmishad been much excited by the vivid picture 

given to rae of this beautiful edifice, yet I mast 

say no degree of anticipation is capable of de« 

piettng to the mind's eye so prodigious a union 

of all that is splendid, chaste, and magnificent in 

-architecture. It was what ^he Italians call aniUu^ 

.Mindjzrtoit^ so that I saw the theatre at once to 

-the very .greatest advantage, and I am sore I 

shall never forget the impression produced upon 

my senses by the beauty and splendour. of 

every object that surrounded me. The operv 

was a new piece, performed in honor of the 

^prtnee's marriage. The ballet had been fr«« 

qnently performed. The singing was divine; 

the music was enchanting ; and the dancing waa^ 

.in my opinion^ the very acm6 of grace and 

beauty. The king was present incognito, and 

a fat shapeless bloated prince was also one of 

the audience. ^ 

- i 7tki-^AfUr^ night of sound repose, the first 

*.we hdd enjoyed since we left Messina, Mr. Glover 

and myself, sallied 'forth npon our travelling re^ 

searches. The first pla4:e we visited was the 

mvseom, or . lo studio, in which are deposited a 

'. rery choice collection of statues, pictures, bronxe 

: figuces, and other wonders, from Herculaneam 

' and Pompeii. The statues are so very nomeroos, 
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iod ihut are m nany equally remarikifele for 
their beauty, tbat I cannot pertnit myself tio be 
niinfite in the description of tbein. A very 
fine fttatde of king Pyrrhds,' fofuid at Fo«»- 
peii» is in wonderful preservatiiAi, and probably 
a Btatoe 4^ Yenns aux bel/es fueeif ta the. moat 
e&quisite piece of sculpture in the coHeeticv. 
There were some wounded and dying gladiotma 
exceedingly lorely, and some amazons on hofB^ 
bade, that we much adatired. Boman mattma, 
Boa»an coosubt and Roman warnors, etuh «i&* 
cited our adatiiration m Uxeir turn, aiid after 
'fca?iog pawed a couple of hours in their ailest 
eoei^y, v^e praceeded to the gaUefiea of paiafr* 
4iigSy which were many of them ara'prasiog^ 
4ieautiful!. ' The subjecta were principally taken 
iirom ficripture, and I was dusguated to »e that 
^acrr $amNir was vnsversatly painted as an iniattt 
of nine months old. In sborf^ I am of oproian, 
that a vulgar Koman Catholic is any thin^ bat a 
Chriotiani. His belief in the ditiaity of oar 
Saviour, is certainly secondary to hia woashifi of 
tba Virgin Mary, who appears, upoa' evei^y oc 
•oatiitHi, to ha tfaei principal deity in the &eman 
chufdL The muaeaa liiaa the itost hiteeeskiDg 
{lartof (his celleotiony or rather that brstnehef 
the maseam, set apaat for the more oarioos 
lelioa pf aaliquity. Here we- saw aa itnmeaie 
colkctioo of artialea dug oot of Hsrcidaneoin 
aBd:.£ompeii, aphieh^aold aot fail to exdie the 
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morf; p6(vtferfui kiferest ^ Pom pAx, vhidk we in-/ 

tend to.Tisity'wfUfoverwIirimed bj^ a shower ctf* 

rfihes, ftbodt «igtef yeara after the birth of C^ritf^ 

and vas diittovcred abaiit the jfear 1757^. ^: 

liiat everj article fooiid them has t>een buried 

Marty 1700 yeafri. ^ A B4>maa bdy's toilet, it€f. 

M»f«, tberethains of medical ifstnlments, ateek^* 

yandf^ di<ie, cookipg otenMls, rtoTes, stools^' 

chairs, larap^, tases. See. &c. &e. «¥ere netrly m 

perfect aa tie day they were borjed. Thew 

preciooa ireaiaina of antiqiiity are exceedingly 

well areangied, and the itaiian ctceroni did the 

heoon of the fluuemii remarkably well Hera 

were also to be aeen cork modek of the rains at 

Pestap, the coliseom at Rome, and the Roman 

streets ekca^aled out at thfe ashes at Fompeti* 

These wandsrs we ^faaii visit in their natural 

state. After hairing feasted upon these remains of 

the Reosan world until three o'clock, we returned 

to oiir iofii and at eight in %ht evening, repaired 

egaifa to the opera of St. Carlo^ which delighted 

m beyond meaaune. The representation t^^ 

night, was for the benefit of a fainoos violin 

playerl who exhibited most Wonderful execotioi» 

OS that bstrament. The ballet was the same af 

t]ia> evening befonev bat the opera was diflrereat.»<« 

I regret niucb tiiak my igasonmce 6f the ItS^iaq 

libguage will not permit nie ta enter more fully 

into^the plot of the piece. ' 

81A,-— We this morning proceeded, about seven 
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o^cIock, fo visit the wonders of BaisB and the haf ' 
of FuzzoU. We passed throagh the grotto of 
Fiasilippo, which is a most ren^rkable tunnel 
that runs through a very considerable mountaiik 
to the westward of Naples, and must, in my 
opinion, he. nearly a mile in length;. Therein 
no record of the period at which this work wa»c 
executed. From thence we proceeded along tba. 
coast to the town of Puzzoli, most benjtifblljrt 
•taated on the east point of the bay, from wbehoe 
the bridge of Caligula is seen stretching itr 
mined fragments towards the opposite coast of 
Baias. It may be here related, that towards the 
end of the sixteenth century, the whole of this 
coast was changed by a violent earthquake^ 
which- in one night threw up a . volcanic moun*: 
tain, nearly .200 feet high, and separated the 
Ijiorine Bay from the sea. The bridge of Ca«- 
ligula was destroyed by this subterraneous con^ 
vulsion ; but the Lake Avernus, which was said to 
emit such noxious vapour, that birds could not 
fly across, has now opened : a communication 
with the sea, and is perfectly sweet. The same 
earthquake destroyed the remains of Nero's 
palaces and baths, most beautifully situated upon 
the sea shore. But I must not anticipate our 
progress, but proceed regularly. Having oIk 
teined aguide, who spoke English perfectly well^ 
we visited the ruins of the temple of Jupiter 
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Serapis, which rtandsin the town of Paztoli, Hiid 
M fast falling to decay, Tbe columns that- ro^ 
main are of the Doric order, and the temple ia 
tbe meridian of its Aplandbur, most hi^ve beeft 
▼ery beanttfaL Here tbe ciceroni pcliated om 
to OS the remains of cold and hot baths, wbieh 
were paved with marble, and were no dottbt ex^ 
eeedingly magnificent in their day. The mineral 
water that supplied one bath was possibly at 140^ 
of Fahrenbdl;.. Tbe ciceroni also pointed oat « 
brass ring, to which the victims were bound to b* 
sacrificed. I confess, however, upon examining the 
ringi it appeared to me to be much more modera 
than the bnilding; although, I am told, an English 
antiquarian offered a very la^ ge sum of money to 
be permitted to take it away with him ! A Bo- 
man amphitheatre was the next remnant We 
visited. In a vomitory of this theatre, is situated 
the cathedral of St. Januarius, who is a very 
sacred saint with. tbe Roman Catholics. The 
yile imposition practised yearly at Naples, by 
liquifying the blood pf St. Januarius, is anothef 
instance of abominable priestcraft, at which my 
Uood boils with indignation. It is stated, that 
during the time the French occupied this country, 
there were some apprehensions the blood of Saint 
Januarius would not liquify as usual, and that 
the sins of -the conquering army would previsnt 
the iqiracle from being accomplished. This ap- 
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prih^MMNi hftTm^ readied tW Frencb Oeiienl, 
lie was indnceil imwcdiatrij to send for tha iMad 
ef the Neapotttati ekoreh, and express kia ^erj 
greet aerro w at the feart tliat were enlettaiiieil 
He itated |o the arohbtthop, that he was biiaiielf 
wnj indiflRNrent whether the miracle was perftraii- 
edor «et ; hot that aa he knew the Itafians viewed 
llle aelgect as matter of anach greater eeme^ 
<]ttenee, he weoM be under the disagraeable ae- 
temity of striking off the heads of a desen bishop9, 
beginning with faia boKnem, if the miraole di4 
not take place as usual. This threat efieetaaliy 
aileneed their apprebemiona^ and jUio Ueod 
^ 6t« Januarios liqaified on the day ap^- 
pbHited, a most bmmteaus stream* The amall 
reeeM in the theatre, which is dignified with 
the high sounding title of a cathedral, ia a 
wretCihed bole, with a rude picture and a «ru* 
ciftX) of no sort of value. The blood and the 
head of the saint are deposited in a naagnificent 
thurch at Naples, which is also dedicated to this 
holy martyr. From the iamphitheatre, we pro- 
ceeded to a Roman tomb, which was discovered 
abdut two years ago by a Neapolitan peafmnt. 
This tomb was rather interesting. There were 
%wo sarcophagi found there, containing skele* 
tiMis, the sculpture upon which was very perfect* 
One of the deceased must have been a great 
^rtsman, aa the subjects represented in basso- 
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relievo were ei^itirely taken from the chase. 
The boqes were still remaining — ^the skulls had 
been removed. From this mouldering sepul- 
chre, we proceeded to the Solfatar^, about half 
a mile more distant from Puzzoli. The Solfa*? 
tar4 is neither more or less than an active crater 
that may hourly be expected to bubble over. A 
great quantity of sulphur and alum is obtained 
here, and in many parts the heat of the ground 
is so considerable, that water would boil in a few 
minutes. During the reign of Murat there were 
extensive works at Solfatard., for procuring sul- 
phur ; but since the restoration of Ferdinand^ the 
island of Sicily is the store from whence the 
governnaeat is supplied. From the Solfatar&y we 
proceeded to a place which our ciceroni told us, 
had been discovered within lateye^ars, and which 
he called a labyrinth. Upon entering this sub- 
terraneous building, we soon discovered it to be 
an ancient reservoir, of which there are a great 
number built in this country. The reservoir is 
now half full of ashes and rain water. From 
hence we returned to Puzzoli, and embarked in a 
small boat for Baise, landing previously at the 
Lucrine lake, and passing from thence to the 
lake of Avernus. This lake is situated at the 
bottom of Monte Novo, thrown up by the erup- 
tion of lo38, which destroyed the whole of this . 
neighbourhood^ and altered the appearance of 

O 
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the coast. This was, indeed, an extraordinary 
phenomenon, as the whole mountain was thrown 
up in one nig^ht, and as the Lucrine bay was en- 
tirely cut off from the sea. The lake Avernus 
appears to me to he an old crater. On the west 
side are seen the ruins of the temple of Apollo, 
and through the mountain, on the east side, the 
Sybil's grotto passes. We proceeded by torch- 
light, and waded up to our knees in water, along 
a subterraneous passage to the place where the 
old Lady was said to have bathed and delivered her 
oracles. God knows, her dreary chamber was as 
black as midnight. After having knocked oqr 
heads against the low vaulted roof of this damp 
dismal dungeon, we emerged from the grotto 
on the opposite side of the mountain, to that at. 
which we had entered, and re-emb^rkiog upon 
our boat, we proceeded to the famous baths of 
Nero. These are now upon the coast, but I fancy 
they were some distance froQi^ th<e sea, before 
the eruption of 153% Thef'e are two pas^agpes 
to. the hot bath, to which our guide offered to. 
conduct us by torchJight. I a,ttejmpt,ed to n^^ke 
my way after him; but in a few minute^ I found^ 
myself so suffpcat;ed by i^j^am, that. I, w^.. 
obliged to return. My comp^ion, Mr. Glov^r,^ 
undressed himself to his lo^er garnjejii^ ^nd^ 
after suffering nearly Spalding Jieat, ^e f^ach^^ the 
boiling water. From the baths we rowed along 
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the cbasi towm-ds Baise, the castld of whtett is 
most beaBtifblly and romanti bally built on a bold 
projecting clifF. l^fae bay of Baicci k tawMi 
wiftb the nrrm of batlM- attd viUasr, cksti'oyed atfd 
mutilated by earthqaakes. ^he§e Wef€ fbrmetiy 
tfa« property of tfa6 tox^lrkni^ RcHEflili«»^ the de- 
cayed grandfeuir of wtiieh btit serrei^ to shew the 
Iblly of worldly magntficence, md the ttinpdfett^ 
ot wealth att)d power, Wh^tf opposed to the if^Mi 
devastatinff band of fhne^ Afi^ it*^ pMsed to'ttte 
harbour of Miseaus, we lan^d to<tia^ tkk te- 
maitfs of tb« t^iMpka of DiftHa, Teaus, aad Met- 
cttpy. Th^ laHter in I'etaarkabfe fbr cotn^eyin^ 
Mund so Mna^iously, tffoit (he lowest- whidptt 
u comm^tac^ieA all rouad^ the bdildiug. Vhk 
«ttrpri»in^ edto has; bowe^r, been c^midefttbfy 
iMps»ned witbhi' the lasC year^ d# part of th^areh 
l|fips»fattea^ io'. mnesetewplM are buiU of brick 
and are muetif m ruldSi We were' neiit flh€^«m 
ttte" totdb of' AgfippfMa^, wifb of "Viberiae, add 
thence wepreceededMrtha Effysiai^ Fields, wttk4 
are now ebiirered l^it!l< ffne^d^ and! thef DHort 
hsxwiSaiiltultiyaCktn; Th^ Fisdna MiVaitiite ^i^ 
points out^t6 mKas'a^ re)»err<yhr ^ conitain wntet 
for the scrppiy of tffe Boittait shippfh^, a^d ndt 
as » Jish-jiond. I cotdesH^ ithasmosrt ^e^ap^ 
pearaaee of a^ resertmr: lite Cento CaaMfreU^ 
or hundred chambersi is an extraordinary sorfd/ 
a 2 
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gloomy subterraneous edifice, to which we de-^ 
scended by torch-light. Our guide told us this 

•place had been used as a prison, and it certainly 
appeared to us to have been appropriated to this 
gloomy purpose. The apartment above, through 
which we passed, had the appearance of a guards 
room. Having completed our researches at 
Bai», we embarked on our small boat, and re- 
turned to Puzzoli by about three o'clock. On 
our way to Naples, we stopped at the Grotto 
del Can6, to see the effect of a vapour^ which 
rises from the earth, and cannot ascend more than 
six or seven inches. Any animal placed within 
the influence of this vapour, dies immediately^ 
and fire is much more speedily extinguished 
than if it were submerged in water. The effect 
is indeed instantaneous. A dog, which we 
placed there, was senseless in about ten seconds^ 
and would have been dead in less than a minute, 
if he had not been removed. The fire of a bla|2« 
ing torch was extinguished the very momeiit 
it came in contact with the vapour. Thi\U 
extraordinary phenomenon is simply, occai^ 
iioned' by the destruction of the carbonic 
gas, in the atmospheric air. The grotto 
is also situated on the edge of an extin- 
guished crater, which is now a most beautiful 

• lake. .;..'..•• 
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On oar. return to Naples, we found that our 
travelling companions had safely arrived at the 
inn, after baving suffered very considerable alarm 
in the mountains of Calabria. They left Paolo 
the morning after we separated from them, and 
crossed the Appennines to Cosenza, without sus- 
taining any sort of difficulty j but upon the se- 
cond day after they left Cosenza, when they w^ere 
passing through the most wild and romantic glen 
imaginable, they were suddenly attacked by ban- 
ditti, who gave them the first information of 
their approach by firing two or three shots 
through the body of the carriage ; fortunately, 
none of them took effect, and Mr. HowelFs ser-* 
vant, Ramojer, being seated on the box with the 
voiturier, immediately seized the reins with great 
presence of mind, and pushed the horses for-^ ' 
ward to the very top of their speed. The mo- 
ment the first shot was fired, the cowardly coach- 
man dropped off his seat, ^nd implored the 
banditti for mercy; but Ramojer, whose pre- 
sence of mind probably saved the lives of the two 
gentlemen, told him if he did not cling to the 
carriage he should be left behind ; and accord- 
ingly dashed forward, venire a terre down a pre- 
cipitous descent, that it was quite frightful to look 
upon. This descent continued for a very consi- 
derable time ; and the rope-harness, which had 
frequently broken during the day, now held to- 
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gather for the first time. At this prodi^ous 
rate they proceeded ; the banditti in pursuit ef 
tiieiDi autil, to their horrar, they found themselvef^ 
opon the very brink ef a precipice some hundreds 
of feet high, where they ei^peeted certainly to ha 
dariied to pieces, as the road tunied at more thai& 
a right aogle^ and it wan a miUion chances to 
one they would be thrown ov^ the led^e ; for* 
tunatelyt however, Bamojer preserved his self* 
possession, and the horses, probably aware of the 
turn, twisted short round at the swiftest gaJJop^ 
and continued their speed down the mountain. 
B[ere the banditti, as if aghast with artonishment, 
slackened their pace, aqd gave over the pursuits 
About five minutes after this unexpected alarm, 
theysaw four mounted armed men comingforward 
upon the same road, apd meeting them. They 
BOW gave themselves up for losti and were pre* 
paring tp capitulate, when to their joy, the prin«* 
cipal person riding up to the carriage, told them 
they were an escort, accompanying the Dnke of 
Cassano, a fsw hundred yards in the rear ; and 
that, having heard the shots fired by the bandit* 
ti, they had gallopped forward to their assist* 
ance. My companions immediately explained the 
Circumstances' of the attack, when the escort 
dashed forward in pursuit of the free«booter9. 
They soon after met the Duke of Gassano in hia 
carriage, to whom they itlated their adventmre^ 
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and bis lordship having learnt that tfaey bad only 
seen three banditti, when they were fired upon, 
determined to prosecute his jowney, and Monson 
aod.Howdl continued their route. 

fiince their arrival at Naples, we understand the 
Duke had also been fired upon, and his escort 
had very nearly captured two of the robbers ; but 
their condpanions^ seeing their danger, had kept 
1^ so bri^ a fire from the heights above theoi, 
that they wounded one of their iiiutes, and con* 
dtrmined them to give up the poi^uit. 

Monson and myself called tAe following 
non^ing upon a gentleman, who tbrld us se- 
veral interesting stories of these banditti, which 
Iproved tbem^ in many instanees, remark* 
mbly fine fellows — not the sbrt of robbers 
tlmfc infest Calabria at present. He was once 
completely in their power, with Captain O — r- 
cf the navy, and two of his daughters, who 
were accompanying him during a short excnr* 
sbn ih the environs of Naples ; they came sod^ 
denly upon a large gang of these banditti, whibt 

walking out obe evening; and as ■■ ' " ■ 

.waii aedompanied by beings so dear to him, he 
Wto, (of course, very considerably alarmed. The 
thief of the pftrty^ howfever^ seeitig his appro- 
faeosibti, told him to calm his fi^ftn^, as th<^y 
^w^ ^#fectly secure froth molesthtinh. Cap* 
tttfiiO'.-^^ in th^ true spirit of a British 
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or, was not happy until he had in some de- 
gree requited them for their honor. The. gen- 
tleman related a long narrative of his eon* 
versation with them, and of frequent communicft- 
tious he had with them afterwards, during which 
time they reposed the most implicit confidence in 
the honor of the two Englishmen. These tales 
are much too voluminous to be inserted here; 
suffice it to say, that together, they effected the 
escape of the whole banditti, whom they got se- 
cretly conveyed on board the Tagus frigate, and 
carried to Malta. 1 shall be happy to relate the 
story to those friends who may feel an interest 
in hearing it. 

July lOM.— This day I devoted to the ascent 
of Vesuvius, but finding the heat would be 
very oppressive, I determined upon proceeding' 
only as far as the Hermitage in the evening, and 
completing the ascent during the night. The 
mountain is at present active, and is dischargii^ 
a stream of lava, about five yards broad. When 
I remember the fiery torrent of Etna, I look 
upon this farthing rushlight with the moat tho- 
rough indifference ; fortunately, the difficulties 
of the mountain were so much magnified, that! 
really thought nothing of the undertaking. I 
drove in a carriage as far as Portici, which is 
built at the base of the nuuintain, and immedi- 
ately over HercoUMom • I arrived at this place 
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abont seven o'clock, and very soon supplied 
myself with guides and mules to proceed upon 
my journey. I had hardly began the ascent, 
when I found that I was followed by a party of 
gentlemen, whom I at first mistook for Italians, 
and, therefore, pushed forward to be the first at 
the hermitage. My servant, however, who fol- 
lowed me, had spoken to them, and reported 
^y were Germans. This information induced 
me to slacken my pace, and enter into conversa- 
tion with them. I found they were three mili- 
tary men, on some mission to the Neapolitan 
court; and in less than five minutes we were 
sworn brothers. We arrived at the hermitage 
about half-past eight o'clock ; and passed over a 
very considerable stream of lava, which had 
threatened Portici in the year 1810. It was 
quite dark when we arrived at this beautiful spot, 
but we could judge by the millions of lights be- 
low us, and the faint outline of the Bay of Na- 
|rfes, that the day-light would reveal to us a most 
lovely prospect. The hermitage is built upon 
the shoulder of a mountain, which is separated 
from Vesuvius by a deep ravine, that would 
effectually shield it from any eruption n^ar the 
crater, and it is much too high to be destroyed 
by any eruption near the base, so that the hermi-* 
tage is possibly more safe than the towns and 
gentleoiaa's seats scattered on the plains round 
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VeMiTif^. There w^re two I>amiiifcan intm 
who did tbe honors Hif the hermha^, and shewed 
III into tfa^r best j^arMtsr, whefe we unfolded the 
treesores of our trdVellii^ bai»kiets» and isupped 
meet heartily upon Bologna sansliges and cold 
toast beeC After tasting tbie wine of Vesuvius^ 
which is bhuiphemoiialy called lachryma Christie 
We wrapped oarRelvtes tip in our great coats, mA • 
lay tlown to sleep undet* the spreading branclv^ 
of a chesnut tree, where we slumbered until one 
o'clock, At which hour we %ere called by our 
guides to proGted upon our journey « The mooft 
shone beaotifiilly brigbt^ and VelsuTius was oceaw 
Hon&lly throwing up red hot stones to a vMt 
height ia thf^ air* We found that our party had 
be^ augmented by an Italian general and seve^ 
ral of his followers, so that our cavalcade, in 
point of numberi, ^m very rmptsctablei We 
proceeded along the tidge of th^ mountain^ 
on which the hermitage is butit, akid crossed th^ 
valley thatseparateft it iVofH Vfesuvios. H*#re #e 
found ourselves at tbe foot of the great cone, 
Which could oiiiy be ascisnded aptW:— Wi ther^^. 
fore alighted from our miAe^ and coditeetit^ed 
clambering over a bed of ciind^rti and ktb| ^hkk 
Was by no ttleftns so preoipitcMi) as the lait UbUM 
of £tna» and the footing tfafto titties mtm «^^ 
tain. The dil^tafite^ hdWe»«f, Wid tiSA^iderttUjr 
greater ; but tre had WifOM ImitB i6 li^M6 biu 
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S$€e day, and we therelore (proceeded m»A lei- 
0iirely, disdaiokii^ to Biake a toil of a pleasure. 
At aboot half-past three we had conquered the 
aeoent of the great cone, and passed ^^er a bed 
of cinders, through which the smoke was forcing 
its way in very considerable volumes. Here two 
of the gallant Italians took the alarmyandsneering 
at us for our temerity, returned most ioglorioasly 
to the hermitage. We had now passed the bed 
of cinders, and arrived at the £3ot of the last cone, 
which contains the active crater, and which was 
treating us every five minutes with a prodigious . 
roUey of its red hot contents. To arrive at 
the running lava, we were obliged to skirt 
the foot of this cone, which was now a mass 
of hot cinders, augmented (as I haVe al- 
ready said), every five minutes, by a fresh supply 
from the crater. This would, therefore, be a 
passage of very great danger, if the discharges of 
the mountain were irregular ; but as we perceived 
they succeeded each other every four or five, 
minutes, we watched our opportunity, after the 
last throw, and rushing past the most dangerous 
part, we arrived about a quarter of an hour be* 
fore day-light at the edge, of tlie running stream ; 
although the spectacle was by no means so mag* 
nificent as the one I had enjoyed at 2^ferana, yet 
I istaw something here that I had not seen at £t» 
na* For example, I saw the stream 9» U first is* 
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-sued from the orifice in the mountain, and ob- 
served the exact consistency of running lava in 
its most liquid state. Its progress was not more 
than a mile an hour, even in this degree of fusion. 
— My servant poked out several lumps, compara* 
tively solid, from the stream, in which we inserted 
pieces of money, as proofs that we had obtained 
it in a liquid state. We were now cut off from 
the other part of the mountain by occasional dis- 
charges from the crater ; and as they appeared 
* to us to increase both ' in number and violence, 
we thought it prudent to return ; more especi- 
ally as we were half suffocated by the smoke and 
heat from the lava. We accordingly bent our 
steps towards the other side of the mountain ; 
and had reached the dangerous passage upon our 
return, when die crater issued forth a most pro- 
digious volley of stones and cinders, which 
threatened to overwhelm us altogether. Fortu- 
nately, the stones fell all of them on the side of 
the cone, and only rolled down the mountain, 
by which means we were enabled to escape 
them in their progress. I burnt my shoe 
upoi\ a red hot rock; but before the next 
discharge we were out of danger. From thence 
we crossed to the opposite ridge, and looked 
down upon the old crater of Vesuvius, which is 
quite extinguished. Here we remained until 
the sun rose in brilliant majesty, and shed the 
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most viyki Iqsttre tipoh 4ii6 lonely Bay of Naples ; 
oil the island of Ischia ftod Oapri { on the harbour 
and promontory of Misenus ; on the Lucrine Bay; 
and on other classical wonders, too numerous to 
be inserted. . Whilst we were contemplating' this 
lovely scene, we heard an unusual rush from the 
crater, and turning suddenly round, we saw the 
lava had forced a passage through the mountain, 
bpt two or three yards from the spot where we 
had been standing*; if we had been there at the 
time it issued, we must certainly have been 
overwhelmed. Having feasted upon this hea- 
venly view for about half an hour, we descended 
the mountain by another route, through a bed of 
cinders and ashes, and reached the hermitage by 
about six o'clock, when we partook of a hearty 
breakfast, and returned to Portic^ 

July lUA.-r-Having engaged Mr. Monson and 
Mr. Glover to accompany me to Pompeii, I re* 
mained at Portici until nine o'clock, at which time 
they made their appearance in a post carriage and 
four horses, and we proceeded to these most 
marvellous remains of the Boman world. We 
entered Pompeii by the suburb, and first visited 
a Boman villa, that was supposed to have been 
the property of Arrius Diomedes. Even its ruins 
displayed an astonishing degree of splendour and , 
comfort, and I almost expected to see a man of 
consular dignity appear at every turn pf the 
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bnldiiig.. Tb« vilhi wm baflt itt a iquare, m 
die otnter o€ whicb wm a gsfdeii' witk a fisl> 
pood, aad the remaim of a marble pertieoi 
which' seviciiteen huadred years ag^o must bare 
been veiry magtiificent. The cellars^ were all 
ooder gvomtdf ami 49 perfect m the daj^ the 
town wa9 overwhetmect. The apartnietit&were 
small but very oomerow, and possessed an air 
of great" comfort Baths were distributee! 
tfaroag^b eiierj part of the mansion, and the brasa 
cocka, for adttiitfevng the water, were still entire* 
The paintings upon liie walls were surpriskvgfy 
fresh, and in shorty tiie roof only was neces- 
sary to restore this^ villa as^ it sto(M seventdeop 
hondbrod years before* When this isratisioa waa 
discovensd^ there wasr a btiii»an skeletons founds 
within a few yat«ds q(^ the gate, who wa» 
supposed to bave been the araster d Uie 
boose, emebavoaping to mefee hii^ eseape: 
in one of his^ haads^ were Irbe keys> of the^ 
gale, and in the other a sack of mcmey : bia- 
sMl is iriieww in the museum at Borthsi^ and 
is» still very perfect j^^fiNiRi thence we proceeded 
along' the street of Pompeii^ which is pared 
wttb latB^ and in nmch finer order tha» 
many) of tfae streets of Naptesi At the en^ 
traivce« of the city gate there is^a marble seoii^ 
circokir scat, with an inscriptkm upon it, that is 
mmh mare' perfect llton a modism inscriptioa 
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M^ooM he, after fcaytttg beea exposed' §fbf 
years to the air. Here we waadtre^i 
through geDtlemen'^ dvreHing-houses ; bocmeflf 
of entcrtainment,-~bakers^ shops,— oil shops,-^ 
sepulchres, — tombs, — -g^ardens,— ^gaard-hoitses^^ 
&c. &c. until we arrived at the forum, from 
whence I fancied the Roman crowd had but 
just retired. — Hence we Tisited two theatres m 
liiost wonderful preservation, indeed^ I expected^ 
to see the dramatis person® start forward to re- 
cite. We next went to a temple of Hercules, then 
to tlie temple of Jupiter, afterwards. tx> one ofi 
Minerva, and lastly to the Basilica, where we 
expected to see some unhappy pinsoner brought" 
up for judgment. It is. impossible I can diBscribe 
the sort of sensation that was produced upon 
my mind, when I wandered through these mar« 
vellous remains of antiquity ; the buildtngs were 
so wonderfully perfect^ that F did not expe- 
rience any thing Uke a feeling of desolation^ 
wheu I' saw myself surrounded by temples 
two thousand years old. On the contrary, 
r fancied every moment i should see some of the 
inhabitants start into life, to welcome a visitor 
so many centuries their junior. Tn the tomb 
of a gladiator, there are his ashes still con- 
tained in a vase that ii^ perfect. In an inn there 
are marble slabs upon the window, with the im- 
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pressiona of the caps, and utensils for drinkingv 
as perfect as the day they were in use ; and in 
short, the whole place appears as if the inbabi-^ 
tants had but just left it; but a very small portion 
of the town of Pompeii has been yet excavated. 
The circuit of the town wall has been dug from 
the ashes, which proves it to have been nearly 
three miles in circumference : the center of the 
town is still covered, and many years will yet 
elapse before the whole of its wonders are dis- 
closed. In every bouse there are some Of the 
paintings yet remaining, many of which give 
one a capital notion of the dresses, and costumes 
of those days; but Pompeii has been so frequently 
described by men more capable than myself, that 
having paid my twelve carlins to the Ciceroni 
who accompanied us, I shall return to Naples. 

12th. To day . W€f visited the church of 
St. Januarius, containing the head of that holy 
martyr. They told us a greiat many' false- 
hoods, and preached hypocrisy at the very al- 
tar, until we were astonished and disgusted at 
their priestly audacity. It is in this church 
that the miracle is performed, of liquifying the 
blood of this saint four times a year. I have 
already related the particulars of the French gene- 
ral's fnterference, which establishes their cunning 
beyond all dispute. 
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t have already spoken of priestly thraldom^ 
wheD I was writiDg my last letter to you from 
Sicily, and I had intended at that time to dismiss 
the subject altogether from my narrative, and not 
again introduce these licensed sinners to your 
attention ; since my arrival at Naples, however, 
I have heard so many tales of wonder, with 
which they are connected, that I am induced 
to relate one of them, and astonish you with a 
tale that would appear to be a romance. 

There ijS an English lady at present on a 
visit, to Naples, whose servant maid is a young 
woman of reduced circumstances, but rather 
respectable family. The name of the English 
lady is N*****, and on her way to Naples, she 
passed a week or ten days at Rome. One even- 
ing that the servant maid was walking in some 
part of the city, she was suddenly accosted by a 
dominican friar, who appeared greatly shocked 
at discovering a face that was familiar to him» 
and immediately fled from her sight. The cir- 
cumstance appeared to her very extraordinary ; 
but as her mistress left Rome in a few days, she 
soon forgot her dominican friend — the girl, how- 
ever, was again electrified at being accosted by 
the same friar one evening, in one of the streets 
of Naples, who after sundry extraordinary ges- 
tures, implored her to give him a private audience, 
as he said he had something to reveal to her» 

B 
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whicli Mt heavy on bis imod. Tp, thift soHcita- 

tioo, however, she wouU not <^ns69t, hifi s^ 

tproed home to tier mUtrewiy to pdaite 4be p<^iiU 

ealars of the second interview. JHcurmistrASB wiMi 

of opinion that she did wrong* 4o ^^oid Xhe cwt^ 

ttuuucation alto^etb^r, as ijt was p(d$8U>l6«he ipHeht 

h%^ something of importance to^elfle 4^ her j-^be 

therfffore advised the ser^^ant Kuud, if she waaagMa 

accosted by the friar, rto hear what 4ie»had to. siqr 

for himself; the niaid was acoordiAigfly . 09 ^be 

look out for her saUe ftie&d, wban .«ne^v«p]ing 

in the gardens of »tbe YiUa IPleabi, hfi i^p»f«v 

ed suddenly before .her, ^nd qrgeid \hp .8^9^ 

fe^iuest a second time j ^e told kaix\f Ui. raply« 

that she would hear wb^the iiad to cottmnutiiMtA^ 

aiad accordingly acconipaaiied -him 4o a temofee 

part of the garden, whj9re,<to.berastonifhmtfDt,>li!e 

toVd. bar in '&igl«b that be had .murdered b«r 

mother!!! '' That id» impossible/' ahe«aid, *'for 

my mother died in my arms.'' '^HJien/' «aaidthe 

jnonki *^ if it was Aot your matbert it must have 

been your i^randmother, as the wonderful likeness 

I now see, can only exist between the nearest rela^- 

tions/' The poorgirl immediately drofiped . dman 

in eonviilsioBSi having reoQUeotedthat hec^grtMid* 

;mother had been^murdeced in tb^fsky .of Naipkn, 

by a man who was anpposed to have beeo^faer 

^eandfatber, And ito her harrM .the mucdenar 

Aow atood jevsaliad. >Xbe Mckikitaok adran* 
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toge »f tiie disorder that prevailed to make his 
, 4«kQape, and be has npt since been beard of. Again, 
I aiD i<Ad Xbi hermit on Yiefiivips was a few weeks 
jaiBoe detected to hh a ^niost notovious character in 
the early part of the French ReirolntioB, and 
among the numerous muidershe bad eomwkttt^, 
Wm fme of an Hfi^rtunate ioyal«»t» wJiose wif«, a 
widow, is now in Naples, and rememli^rad hiv^ 
j^ be the MMssin ; be bits also 4ed> and if no 
-where to be founds 

, }Qf^«'-^-0aving arranged to proceed to Rooie 
tOi^nQrrow evening, we prpeeeded this afternoon 
toeee Capo de Monte, frpm which bright the Bay 
qf Naples, the cit j, and jHurroupdiog country, is 
.fcen jtc tbe greatest possible advantage, and 
iUt^raUy appears a garden of ever4>looming 
^w.eets. 

nth. — I bad arranged to proceed en courier, 
with Ithe Qermau gentlemen, whom I had mat at 
YeiHivius; but at twelve o'clock to*dsy, they 
waited upon me 4o say th^y could not obtain their 
dispatches. At their solicitation, iherelor^ Af r. 
Mqosqb and myself consented to remain imtil 
.the morrow. 

I8lft.*>-Tbis morning at d^iy light ?ny servant 
jiepcFted to me tbet the l^enpajoi gentjemen bad 
jBot yet re«/5i¥ed ti^ ordenii aud ^ere unc^r- 
4ain when tibey would be dispatched. We wev 
there£oi;^ of e^Hiion it woidd be #9Ar«iwily i#» tp 

112 
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delay our departure any longer, and we accord- 
ingly determined to proceed forthwith to Rome, 
intending to reach Mola de Gaeta before night- 
fall. At twelve o'clock we had arranged every 
thing for our departure, and after taking an affec« 
tionsite leave of our excellent companion, Mr, 
Howell, we comn^enced our journey towards 
the North. 

I had purchased a German calesh for seventy 
Napoleons, which had cost an hundred Louis but 
two months before, at Vienna — I preferred a 
calesh to any other sort of carriage, as it was 
exceedingly comfortable, and the post-boy would 
take it with as few horses as a cabriolet: 
although there were three of us in this car- 
riage, yet we were taken over the greatest part 
of. the journey with a pair of horses. The 
road in the vicinity of Naples is exceedingly 
bad, and the post-boy was the most lazy black- 
guard I ever saw ; he was exactly two hours 
and thirty minutes, bringing us one post and a 
half; the next post-boy, however, made us 
amends, — he took us at speed to Capua, where 
a bribe of four shillings defeated all the orders of 
the Neapolitan government, and allowed us to 
pass through the fortified town without a single 
trunk being examined. — ^Nota-bene, the most 
contraband articles in the Roman states are 
books, that treat upon the christian religion I ! ! 
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In the neighbourhood of Naples, the whole 
Campagna exhibits one sheet of the richest 
fertility and cultivation : at Capua we cross- 
ed the Yolturno, and reached Fiorcalisi about 
five o'clock, where the road became mountain- 
ous, atid most beautifully picturesque. At sun* 
set we reached St. Agatha, and pushed forward 
with all our speed, to arrive atMola de Gaeta, as 
this part of the road is not superabundantly safe 
after night-fall, and as some of our countrymen 
bad been pillaged but a short time previous — when 
quite dark we crossed the Liris on a bridge of 
boats, and again practised a little magic with a 
Spanish dollar. At about half past eight o'clock, 
we changed horses at Garigliano, and reached 
Mola de Gaeta at ten, where we slept in a most 
excellentinn, the Albergo de Ciceroni — at Garig- 
liano, we passed the ruins of a Roman amphi- 
theatre, but it was too late for us to stop and ex* 
amine it. Garigliano is famous for being near 
the site of dncient Minturns, where Caios 
Marius was defeated by Sylla, and driven to the 
marshes in that neighbourhood, from whence he 
was captured the following morning, and brought 
in a prisoner. 

Mola de Gaeta is famous for being the burial 
place of Eneas's nurse, and the spot upon which 
one of Cicero's villas was situated ;--^that villa 
to which he fled, when pursued by the second 
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his boase, sLnd punished him foi" his shtiffltttg 
deceitful treachery, to the political cause he said 
he hfid espoused. 

It is indeed fortunate, I am traVettfOg wHb a 
gentletrfan who is accustomed to Italian extar^ ' 
tion. Mr. Monson makes a bargatn fdf every 
thing in advance, and I find to my astontshmient 
thdt ho ged^rcclly pays about one third of their 
first demand, ivith which they are perfectly sa- 
ttftfied. 

Jiilp l&th. — ^This morning, at daj-hght, tre 
proceeded upon our journey— after leaving Mohei 
de Oaeta^ the road assumes a more romantic 
appearatice^ and pass^ through a country bdt 
little cultivated. Fondr is the last town in the 
Neapolitan dominions; at trbich the Spanish 
dollar Ivas aS usual successftil. After passing 
through Fondi, about two miles, we reached 
Ib^ barrier that Separates the Roman from the 
Neapolitan state; this is considered the most 
dangerous part of the journey. The officer on 
duty there, told us there were seventy-two * 
banditti, betw^n that place and Terracina, and 
advised us by all means to take an escort. As 
thi^refor^ the Mpence was very trtfting, we remem- 
befiBid the adtiee SffHeni^ Lushington had given 
us, and took a file of dragoons along with us to 

^ Which 19, i believe, the Dumber of the Cardinals. 
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V^rmahiau Sir Henry, the Conso) General uX 
Naples, is decidedly of opinion, that if tb^ 
guards ofXHi the roa^ recooimend an escort, the 
traveller skouM take one ; be say s^ tbatnine times 
out of ten, tbey are concerned in tbe robbe^» 
and if the tax is submitted to, they become se- 
ourity far yonr safety. 

No part of the world can be more favorable to 
robbers, tfanm the road in the neighbourhood of 
Terracina. The Appennines, which constitute the 
boundary betwe«i the two states, extend in this 
place to the very margin of the sea, and the 
road winds with frightful precipitous mountains 
on one side of you, and foaming surf upon the 
other. AUhoogfa there are picquets stationed 
every five hundred yards, yet you might easily 
be robbed in one of these deils, and the banditti ^ 
make their escape to the Appennines, before 
any forcecould come to yonr assistance. At Ter- 
racina we entered the papal territory, and foun4 
the servants of his holiness as venal as theic 
neighbours. After leaving Terracina the road 
enters at once upon the Pontine marshes, over 
which we passed at the very top of the horses' 
speed, and reached Yellettri at about four o'clockt 
Here tbe t^oad became very monnt^^inous, but we 
liad so much time to spare before night-fall that 
we determined to push fw ward to Albano, (more 
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mneieBt than Rome), at which place we airifed 
before sun-set. 

AlbaDo is Alba Longa of old, founded by 
Eneas's son, Ascanius, after the birth of his half- 
brdther Sylvius, from whom B4>mulus and Remus 
wjere descended. 

20/A.'^Before we pursued our journey this 
morning, we climbed to a Dominican convent 
above the town, and saw the lovely lake so 
frequently mentioned in Roman history, to 
which the wealthy used to retire during the 
summer months, and enjoy the fresh breezes from 
the mountains. — tt is about five miles in cir- 
cumference, and completely encircled by Italian 
villas; at 9 o'clock we passed through the fa- 
mous Campagna of Rome, now an uncultivated 
waste, and reached the Hotel de Londres at about 
11 o'clock in the forenoon. 

The first place to which we bent our course 
was St. Peter's; I felt myself some inches taller 
when I crossed the Tiber, and passed near the 
tomb of Adrian ; I had heard so much of St* 
Peter's, that its gigantic proportions did not strike 
me as I had expected, but I soon found that 
this disappointment was occasioned by its exqui- 
site symmetry. — The church must certainly be the 
most beautiful stracture in the world. — The 
isnorqtiQiis colossal statues distributed in every 
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part of St. Peter^s continue this deception, and it 
is only when you walk up the aisle that you dis- 
coTer its prodigious length. The Cherubs near 
the door, holding vases of .holy .water, appear to 
be about three or four feet high, but upon coming 
dose to them, you discover they are nearer eight; 
the church is built in a Roman cross, and in the 
centre of the dome is placed the principftl altar, 
which is covered by a superb canopy, supported 
by four enormous pillars of bronze, the largest in 
the world ; beneath this altar the remains of St. 
Peter are deposited ; a flight of marble steps of 
the most exquisite beauty and workmanship, con- 
ducts you to the vaulted chambers below the 
church, which contain the mortal remains of 
Popes and Princes buried with St. Peter; this 
flight of steps.is illuminated day and night by 
hundreds of lamps, that convey the story of 
Aladdin most thoroughly to your imagination ; 
I was determined to see every thing, and accord-^ 
ingly proceeded with a guide to the tombs. 

Over the body of St. Peter there is a lovely 
little chapel built, which contains a most valu- 
able picture of the holy martyr, and a magnifi- 
cent altar of marble, porphyry, lapis lazuli,, and 
gold and silver. Along the passages are distri- 
buted a great number of sculptured monuments in 
basso relievo, exhibiting difierent stories from 
the Bible — by the bye I wa» much disgusted with 
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the perstfrtiftcatron of Ere ccMiidgf^outof fhd sid^ 
of Adarti. The subject tvrll not bear to bethui 
represented. 

^ The dtffsrent princes and piitentates buried 
bei'^ are distriboted in stone conihietnent rornxf 
the* Tilnlts, t^itb their several monumehfal shkbs 
above them. The Queen of Spain, in a Hrgt 
deal box, had possession of the middle of 6tit 
of the vaults, as her resting plac^ ti^as not yet 
prepared for her : the pavement of these vaultd 
id the ancient pavement of St. Peter^s cfanrch, 
upon which the present splendid edifice was reared. 
After cooling* ourseTves for half an lionr, in thid 
subterraneous apartments of the dead, We re- 
turned to the cathedral, td visit and admire 
paintmgs, pillars, pavements, mosaic, statin^s, 
nfionuments, &c. &c. the finest in the world : 
from thence I proceeded to visit the upper part 
of this superb edifice, and clamber t6 the ball, 
the height of which is said to be four hundred 
and seventy-five feet above the surface of the 
ground. The first ascent proceeds by a square 
tower, which conducts you to the top df the 
principal aisle, and to the bottom of the dome. 
This platfofO^ appears exactly like a paved 
street, and if ypu refrained fr6m looking over 
the parapet, yoU ^ould be unable to discover 
that you were two hundred feet in the air: — ^from 
hence you proceed to the first gallery— *that sttr- 
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rottnds the-dome, which auswers to our whig* 
parbg gallery at St. PaaVs/ and, dhews yoa tbd^ 
etiormoas height to which you have ascended, 
and the gigaotic figures of the twelve apostles, 
painted upon the dome, who appeared from the 
lowat* pavement io he abonfc six feet high. All 
the internal work of the dome is execnted in. 
mosaic. Yoa ascend by. a stair-case in the 
ceiMier, and reach a second gallery that loek» 
down upon the altar. Hence you proceed to 
the top €€ the dcrnie^ and look down upon 
the pigmies utralking abqut the church, until 
your head becomefr giddy at the elevation you 
have attained. From this altitude yoa con* 
tinue your ascent^ until you tread upon the last 
stone of the arch, trhich your Ciceroni points 
out^ and from which you mount to the bronze 
ball, first by a wooden staircase, and next by 
an iron ladder, most firmly fixed in a sort of 
to^er upon the top of the dom^e; the ball was 
much larger than I bad expected; I cannot 
speak precisely of its dianieter, but #hen stand* 
iiig up in the inside, I eouk) jdst touch ttte top ; 
it must therefore be between seven and eight 
feet high. Having thus terminated tny labour, 
*I descended to the ehufch, and passed through 
some private chapels belonging to the Pope, 
which w^re oifly I'eiiiai'kable for being the places, 
that his holiness and his cardinals assembled upon 
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particular occasions. Down the aisle of St. 
Peter's are placed confessionals for ieyery Eu- 
ropean nation, having the names of the lan- 
guages written in gilt letters upon the front of 
the priest's box. On Sunday next we intend to 
hear mass performed in the forenoon, and return 
srfiter dinner to see the ladies go to confession. 

From St. Peter's we proceeded to the Coli- 
seum * which is the most stupendous and mag- 
nificent ruin in Europe. It is unnecessary to 
say that the Coliseum is an enormous am* 
phitheatre, from which the half of modem 
Rome is built. For once during my progress 
through this country, I felt rejoiced at the in- 
fluence of superstition. One of tlie Popes, I 
believe a Benedict, discovered that if some 
measure was not adopted to preserve this beau- 
tiful ruin, it would in a short time disappear 
altogether, and only be found in the palaces of 
the Roman nobility. It was in vain that he 
issued the strictest possible orders, and planted 
the most vigilant guards. In spite of every 
exertion the Coliseum was disappearing piece- 
meal, and he was at length obliged to try what 
he could accomplish by bigotry ; he stated that 
as the arena of this famous amphitheatre had 

* The amphitheatre of Vespasian, called Coliseum from 
its magnitude. 
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been so frequently bathed with the blood of 
Christians and Martyrs, he was determined to 
consecrate it in due form, and render it holy 
ground, this he accordingly did with every pos- 
sible solemnity, and from that period, until the 
preisent moment, not a single stone has been 
stolen. 

The arena of this prodigious ruin is nearly 
perfect, and some part of the exterior wall is 
almost entire-— some of the corridors still remain, 
which are numbered, and thus distinguished 
from the passages appropriated to the Emperors. 
I was oppressed with a sort of melancholy feel- 
ing, when I found myself standing on the spot 
where hundreds and thousands of unhappy 
wretches had expired. It was usual when an 
unfortunate gladiator fought gallantly, and was 
still overpowered, to appeal to the protection of 
the spectators; — if they were pleased with his con- 
duct, they generally spared him, and this com- 
passion was simply expressed by a motion of the 
hand, without a single word being uttered ; if 
they spared his life, they held their hand upright 
with the palm exposed : if they doomed him to 
death, they closed it in/ reply to his prayer, and 
the victor immediately ran his sword through his 
body. The Coliseum is best seen by moon- 
light, and I therefore intend to returi^ to it before 
I leave Rome. 
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From the Colisettm, ive proceeded to the 
Foram, at the foot of tbe capitol, vhidi at the 
present day is very little elevated above tbe ge- 
neral level of the countfy. 4q eitdavation of 
about twenty <>five feet will bring you to <he 
ancbnt pavement, which has been covened to 
that depth by the ruins of the city. 

In the temple of Romulns, wa^ foond.a hrazen 
wolf now ip the isapitol, on which a jm^rk wa^ 
shown to UB, eaosed by the Iightningf that stmck 
jt on tbe day of Ctesar's a^tasanMudon. 

From the top of the eapitol, the traveller will 
obtain the moat correct idea of ancient and 
modern Rome. We stood on the summit of a 
high tower, commanding an extensive view of 
this once famoos city. /< The fomm was be- 
^* neath us ; and, in my opinion, a some of far 
'' greater interest than the capital : a long ave- 
'' nue of trees, ground broken up into heaps, 
^' and only now used as a cow market, with 
'* some few pillars, half buried among the ruins, 
^* pc^fit out ^e spot which has witnessed so 
^ many vicissitudes^ so many acts of patviotism^ 
^' of gfandeur, of cruelty, and sedition ; its very 
*' brotts have been distinguished by eloqnenea 
^ which immortalizes its language; its tumuks, 
** lis factions, all have ae^ired importanc<^ in 
^* history. If the few pillars that remain are 
^* unsatisfactory, look on them only ■ as Asn^ 
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*^ on ^the Tjfht ace the remfiiw of the Tea)|ile.qf 
" QwwrA, erected at the memorifible era of tbp 
^^ 4e:^i!iJi|ioo of the Gauls; and witbin its pj-^- 
'^ jcii^ots w^ the conspiracy .oif Catilioe $rst u(i- 
" fQliJ^d ky Cicajro to the as^ein.bled senate g nev 
" it^tlie T.eippjle of Jupiter TonaBJi^ erected by 
y Aq^^stto^ tp (Cpnom^moraie Jiis |)reservatipn m 
/^ i^liip^ when A person «ear hiip was killed by ji 
'/ rtl^und^rboU. Three co1ui«ns of excessive iskb- 
/' oess, ppiot out the spot of so ^much importapee 
"ia Bomiui history, the Comitia, or senate- 
** house. All t^se seditions of the nearly ^igeftpf 
^' the commouwealth ; the strujg^les fif the .tri- 
^^hune? ior the cause of the jpeojple; tbeinso- 
'' lence of Coriolaous; the patrio^isQi of 1^ 
*^ Grac.cbi; and the insinuating oratovy of Csesar, 
« reciir to us At the s^ght*/* Such are the most 
interesting nemaaqs of the Forum. ]\|an^ parts 
of it are iV)w hqried in ruins to the depth of 
f;wenly-f6Te feet. The Ducl^ess of Devonshire 
^as caused same eKcavations to be made^ but the 
goyernmentJhesitate to sanction too muchrese^trchf 
lest it should recal the meoiQry of the French. 
The celebrated Via Sacra» where Romuhis and 
Tttkius met, extends ,to the left of the Forum* 

* J^tmf t from the Journal of Mr. Moosoo. 
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We entered it by the arch of Septimus Severos ; 
on the entablature of which an effacement is 
very perceptible — here once was inscribed the 
name of Geta^ but it was eradicated after his 
murder by order of Caracalla. The arch of Titus, 
a little farther forward, is in a most ruinous con- 
dition. Th e Je ws avoid passing under it, for the 
reasons already stated. We now arrive at the 
grandest monument of Rome — the amphitheatre 
of Vespasian ; called, from its colossal magnitude, 
the Coliseum. — They were three succeeding em- 
perors who built the three noblest amphitheatres 
existing. The Coliseum by Vespasian is the 
oldest. The one at Tola by Titus is supposed 
to be the most beautiful; and that at Verona 1>y 
Domitian, is the most perfect. 

21st. — We this morning visited the work- 
shop of Canova, who is certainly the most exqui- 
site sculptor of modern times. Lord Byron says, 
" Europe, — the world — has but one Canova !" — 
Rome abounds with the most splendid monu- 
ments of his art. In the church of St. Peter there 
are numerous specimens, all of which are equally 
wonderful. The tomb of Clement the 13th, is 
executed by Canova, and is, I believe, one of the 
most remarkable specimens of his talents. The 
two promiinent figures are those of Religion and 
a mourning Angel; but the monument is guard- 
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od by .twio Ikuis, whicfa are aeaivr natQielhaii any 
ttflbrt . of the kind I erer Imhtld. On^ lioii 
iswatohfiri: the ether sleepkigf. The latter is t«>. 
{MM» so tfaofoughly personified tiimt I cquU l^ate 
gsaaed upon it for a xentory. The first sitatiiosiire 
saw in passing throng^b hia if oiriksfaiop, «ibfire tvfc 
Soman wmstlers in the act of fiffatiog. 9fbe sferj 
pf the eombat is, I Mie^re, rather ^ibscure, bitt 
mery interesliog. T^ieir names i^ferm Cougas and 
Samocenas. They were opposed publicly to 
^eaoh other; and it is said the one boxer haying 
iUscoyered that bis adveisaFy was off bis guacdt 
Parted his liand tbcongh his i^e, and tere^ont liis 
lieait The artist Juts .oaught the moment of his 
epnogiiig forward for liis etatae, and no 
language ie capable of describing the feaoeions 
Tevengefol tMIany 4kpioted in the one Goonte- 
nance, or the open, -maaly confidencie^ixpEessed 
in the other.. These etatues ^^e ooicuudered.so 
very •superior to a«>y thing pvodueed ^ ^mo^ 
dern tiaaes, that the present £ope, ihas »ptac6d 
•them in the same gallei^ with the aneijeot«staJ;ne8; 
8B honor nev^er before gcanted to the wterks jpf any 
tmodern attist. fiereuies iitcangUng a^eotayr ; ;|i 
^ondifol Hebe ; a Mars and Yenus ; a Feans and 
dopid ; each m their turn engaged .onr admi- 
4*ation« fienee w^ psooeeded to the palace of the 
firinee de JBpBghea|§i, soimh is aaid .to «oontain 
thoLfinesttCiiUeotia^of^ctutesiifliBio^ae: itwimU 
s 
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be in vaiB for me to attempt a daicription of 
tbem ; there are many bnndreck, and all of them 
by the most eminent masters in die world — 
Raphael, 'Titian, Dominicino, Guacino, Julia 
Romano, &c. &c. struggling for pre-emiaeace. 
The palace is a princely mansion ; but . like 
fifty other palaces at Rome, it is never inha- 
bited. In the evening, we visited the Vatican ; 
which, in the winter months, is the residence, of 
the JPope. I have only to say that we saw twelve 
thousand statues^ to convince you of. the imprac- 
jkicability of my entering into any detail of them. 
I must, however, note the famous Apollo of Belvi- 
dere, which I fieed not tell you is the most splen- 
did production of art existing. J am bold enough 
however to say, that next to this famous statue, 
I rank the boxers of Canova. I am obliged to 
write this journal at intervals when my mind is 
much occupied. — In the Vatican, I think the hall 
of sculptured animals is exceedingly worthy the 
stranger's attention. Here all sorts of beasts are 
mingled together — wolves, pigs, dogs, cats, alliga- 
^ tors, goats, deer, lizards, horses, mules, lions, ti» 
gers, &c. &c. &c. loo tedious to mention! There 
IS one room hung with Dutch tapestry, which is, 
however, much inferior to the tapestry in the palace 
at Malta. The gallery of paintings, I think infe- 
rior to that of the Prince Borghese ; but there are 
some highly extolled iresco paintings by Ra«> 
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pifael ; i^rtiich though the colours are much faded, 
are still held in gr«at repute. The building is quite 
a world within its own walls, and there is a se- 
cret covert way communicating with the fott of 
i9t. Angelo (formerly Adrian's tomb), through 
which his holiness can make his escape in the 
event of any unexpected revolution. 

We went to an Italian play at one of the 
theatres here, but St. Carlo has spoilt me for 
dramatic performance elsewhere. 

The immense number of Egyptian obelisks 
scattered over this vast city, convey a strong im- 
pression to my mind of the power and magnifi- 
cence of the ancient Romans. I have seen a 
greater number of obelisks here, than I saw in 
the country to which they belonged. Modern 
Rome is one of the most intricate to^ns I ever 
visited; if I were to live in it for halfacen- 
kiry, I think I should be unable to find my way 
without a guide. There is not a straight street 
in the whole city ; and they intersect each other 
at such fantastic angles, that it is almost impos- 
sible to find out where you are. The palaces of 
the Roman nobility are, indeed, most splendid ; 
the suites of apartments at the Palazzo Doria are 
the most superbly furnished rooms I ever saw } 
bat what renders them most interesting to 
strangers is, the enormous collection of paintings 
diey all of them contain, by the first masters ia 

h2 



Digitized by 



Google 



200 

Burope» The fapniKes ftrp all abs^t from iJtmfm 
at present) residing at Florieiice and thftir eim** 
mer villas, so that we can wavder tbroagh ti»m 
at our leisare^and feast iipon,th« beauir arts^imlH 
we are thoroughly gratified* It isimppssiUe. <» 
specify the thousands of picti^res we baf e sHm^ 
but the collectioa' at the fiorghese ?9lttce^«ii4 
tbofle at Corsini and Doria fipi)^ar to us the most 
valuable. The Villa Albano, witlK>ut the waHi 
of Rome, is a wost d^LigbtfoI waqsioi^ but it^ 
lord^ like hi^indreds ^f his.coin{)eerS| la^ev^r r0$ides 
there ; this Villa is probably tlie wwt fata^ua lor 
ancient statues* 

, ^e Panthcen is a woirderfii} ^,ifie9,^twilli<^ 
ptanding ths^t the pious popes iiavewbbed ft «of its 
greatest ornamentsy.'and placed bleediag^^difi{gust* 
iqg martyrs in their stead : hardly an ancient mo^ 
nument of auy kind is to be seenin Rome^ witbout 
having a cross stuck upon its summit, afid the 
name of some ostentatious, pope iiiscribed qpoa 
its surface j the bigotry and superstition of the 
people is beyond measure absurd ; I went^^erter^ 
^ay toseethecfaurchof St John the Lateral, whi^h 
is built of marble, stolen from tbe moouoiciDts of 
ancient Rome, having figures of Jupiter stuck 4l{>^ 
as St. Peter, St Paul, and the rest of the npa^ 
ties — can any thing be more truly abswd, tha* 
to see midtitudes of these (hous catholics kissiai^ 
the toe of Jupiter in St Peter's, a bHmte stetua^ 
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whwi ia ^tiiek up between Iwo caiidle$, to repre<« 

Mnt tbe SuTDt j tbis figure bad originally « tbun-r 

4wttolt in Iw band, bat they ba^e e^cbang^ 

^ U £i^ir tbe keya of b^ayen i-^-Witbin a few .^V^i:- i>s 

yai^ fif the chniroh of St. Johp the Latera li .^<^^-" ^'^ ^ 

there i«^ a mored rtaitvaq^ji wfeieb is said to be ^y [ "^ 

iim 4igbt that oar Saviovr monatedf when going. ^ 

to be Judged by Poi|tiii9 Pilate ; these ^irs are 

now covered with wood, apd the people crawl i<p 

tkeat on ibeir knees— in the baptiltry of St. 

John the Lateral, yon are shewn the sarpophagus^ 

from which Constantine was baptized. 

W^ ako beard high mass performed for the 
soul of a capdinal who died a few days ago, and 
who w^s exposed in his hat and robes to be gazed 
at by the rauUitnde ; this ceremony is indeed a 
most absurd one, and conveys any thing hut re« 
iiglous devotion to my mind. The body was 
ssrrounded by about a thousand lights, and fifty 
Cellows were chaimting like ballad singers in a 
market place ; there was nothing in the oenemo^ 
oy to impress one^s mind with any degree of 
interest; the singers were of a particular |pnd,d is** 
graoeftil to humanity; but ^bis inhuman practice 
is now eoafiaed to Uie hobf^ fMTcifuI^ beneficent 
«cbufob. . Theatres apd public entertainmemts 
wonld ooBsider llvsir orobestm disgraced by sudi 
:^gersrrTtpopes and iiriests, ]io>weA^er, ^hink d^- 
l(Be0iitly4 At (he be^ of the cbofeh, a conda^e 
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•f cardials were collected to mutter patemoa- 
ten, and practise other disgofltinis^ speciea of 
matmnery : and the body was encircled by abont 
five handred people, not one of whom were 
praying. My pocket was picked on the steps, 
of the altar by a rascal, who was posdbly crosii- 
ing himself with the other hand — in short, the 
scene altogether was more like a fair thau a 
church. 

When I looked upon this frail remnant of 
mortality, elevated upon a crimson cushion, and 
clad in the embroidered garments of his dignity, 
I could not help feeling a sentiment of inourn- 
ful compassion, for beings who would be thus 
exhibited at their death, without a single sincere 
mourner to regret their loss. Here were no natural 
connexions, no tender relations, to weep over his 
bier ; the only human beings who possibly felt a 
pang of sorrow, were those who clung to him for 
advancement in the church, and who now would 
crouch to some other patron. ^^ ^ h^J^ /^^* U'l 

But I shall leave the cardinal to his fate, and 
speak upon a subject that may be interesting to 
some friend who proposes travelling through Italy. 
I had heard that the inns were bad, the charges 
exorbitant, and the living the worst in Europe. 
I think it my duty, therefore, to state, thaCt I never 
heard any thing more decidedly misrepresented ; 
facts! facts! stubborn facts, will speak for them- 
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selves. At this hotel, Monson and myself have 
a suite of exceedingly handsome rooms, for 
ten shillings a day : our dinner, independently of 
wine, costs us five shillings each ; our breakfast 
two shillings and sixpence, and as people judge 
of these things differently, I shall detail our 
yesterday*s dinner. The first course consisted 
of soup, bouillet and fish ; the second course con- 
sisted of roast mutton, chicken pie, and vegeta- 
bles ; the third course consisted of quail, roast 
fowls, peach iart, and French beans ; and the 
last remove was peaches, figs, pears, and filberts. 
I say, my dear Colonel, if you will not acknow* 
ledge this to be a good dinner for two peopUf 
I shall say no more. 



Sunday EveniDg-, 25th July. 

I hav€ just returneil from vespers at St. Peter^s, 
and, Bpon my hon or^ I never witnessed any cere- 
mony so truly irreligious. When ihe time of 
asueinbly arrived, a tribe of priests, two and two, 
took ^ir stations in an enclosed space behind the 
altar^ and one of them, as president of the party, 
repeated a line or two from the Psalms of David, 
wbicb the others, about eighty in number, imme- 
diately cbaunted in chorus. They were accom- 
paui^ by six eunuehs* whose gestures and ccia-* 
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duct w^re much more eMeptioiiable than would, 
be seen in the orchestra of a playhouse. Oat/ 
of the immense number of priests engaged in tha 
ceremony, there were only two who appeared to. 
be at all influenced by devotion ; the rest^wej^e 
talking, and laughing^ and disputing more like 
the members of a convivial club, than the minis-, 
ters of the christian religion. The party were 
surrounded by about five hundred people, who, 
were promenading^ talking, laughing, like a mix* 
ed mob round a band of music, and in short I left 
the church, thoroughly disgusted with these vile 
t^agans ; they deserve no better name, they are 
not Christians ; Christ is quite a subordinate, cha^* 
racfer 'with theni ; a man who worships Jupit^ri 
and fifty saints, cannot well be called a Chris- 
tian. 

From St. Peter's we proceeded to Visit the 
tomb of Caius Oestius, which is a stone pyramid 
100 feet high, and the spot round which hfreljics 
and infidels are buried. In the neighbourhood 
Df this tomb there is a small mountain, excavated 
and divided into cellars fox containing wiiie» 
which is thus kept remarkaUy cooi dnttngp 
the sumpier montiis, and becomes a great 
luxviry. , . 

26tk Jiu^*-^Having determine to kavtt EL/ome 
on Thursday nes$, 1, (^iiif forenoon visited tbt^ 
baths of Biodesiani Titoi^ and Caracallaj : tbe 
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fouBtai9 of Egeria, to which point Hannihal 
dnivod with his army ; the tomb of Secilia Me- 
teUas the circos of Caracalla; the church of St. 
Paiil> the «rch of Janos; the palace of the 
Cesar^^ ; tba maasoleum of Augustus ; the tem*^ 
. pie of Vesta, aod fifty other remains of Roman 
antiquity. 

The excavations and research of the Fuench 
4nrjifig the period they had possession of the 
cotmtTy, does ti^m very great credit ; almost all 
th^. rfOftnt. discoveries have been made by them, 
and if they had remained a few years longer, they 
\f^Qiild have added greatly to tKo Boman treasures. 
About ten ieet of the Goli^ram, ^m cleared fimn' 
eairt;h aAd rabbish) by order of Bonaparte. 

We arrived at this city yesterday even- 
ing:, and established ourselves at Schneider's 
Hotel, on the banks of the Arno. We skirted 
the Appennines by the npp^ route to Florence, 
and may be said to have travelled through a 
highly cultivated garden, from the very moment 
we Jo* siglit of the Campania, neat Rome.— 
Our'fii^t day^s pk-ogress cohdnded at the roman- 
tie fend picturesq^ village of Nami, which is 
bttitt on'tlie sideof a motmtain, and surrounded 
by 'sonre 'of the wildest wenery of the Appenines. 
From the windows of our Locanda» we look- 
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ed down a precipice of a thousand feet, and 
our eyes wandered over a^ vast expanse of 
cnltivation, studded with villages, towns, tow- 
ers, and castles, on every brow, and in eveiy 
valley of the smiling landscape»> Behind us, 
and on our left, the majestic evergreen Appen- 
nines, reared their summits, clothed with oak, 
myrtle, and mountain*ash ; whilst onour right, the 
road meandering towards Tarni, passed through 
a valley of blooming fertility, watered by the 
river Nar — placid in the distancet but now roar- 
ing a mighty torrent at our feet 

When we first left the Papal city, we passed 
through a part of the Campania of Rome, which 
was so dreary and unfruitful a waste, that we 
looked forward to a most barren and wearisome 
day's joomey. After about six hours progress, 
however, we passed along the foot of the Ap- 
pennines, where every curve of the road dis- 
played such rich, variety, that for the first 
time in my life I thought Mrs. Raddifie's de- 
scriptions of Italy were not too flowery. As 
we advanced they gradually assumed a wilder 
aod more romantic aspect, until the sweeping 
forests of mountam ash — ^the roaring gush of 
mountain torrents — and the huge frowning pre- 
cipices overhanging the hollow numnfaiii passes, 
told us we were immeraed in the very regions 
of Udoipho. 
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At about four o'clock Id the afternoon of the 
firtt day we passed through the town of Civita 
Caatellare, which is famons for being the site 
of ancient Yeii. We looked, in imagination^ for 
the treadierous schoolmaster, who was punished 
and sent back to his city by Camillos. After 
fMumng Veii (which is surrounded by a wild 
precipitous glen, as if the mountain had been 
torn asimder) we reached a highly cultivated 
valley, and crossed the Tiber on its course to- 
wards Rome. Here we admired the picturesque 
town of Magliano, built on the summit of* 
a eliain of rocks many hundred feet above the 
lerel of the plain. Pursuing our course at a 
gradual but considerable ascent, we arrived 
abemt five o'clock, at the foot of a chain of 
mountaina, which extended to tbe westward as 
:far as the eye could reach, and appeared at first 
to offer an impenetrable barrier to our progress. 
Up the woody recesses of this mountain, bow- 
ever, the. road curved amid wilds of tiie most 
picturesque beauty, until crossing the upper 
ridge we suddenly burst upon the waters of the 
Nar, confined between two enormous mountains, 
and tumbling, roaring, into the plains at the 
^t of the Appennines. The traveller will pa^ 
a rocky cavern, from whence the view is most 
tnriy magnificent ; the road winds over the vei*y 
highest part of this precipice ; and a rent in the 
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niQutitaiii9» tbtxHigh which the river fMtes» 4is- 
pUy$ the AppeDoines d^scendiog^ towwib thi 
pkin like the glacis ol a huge forfeific^kMit vid 
Ibe champagne couatry beyooil it clo^eAia/cvery 
variety of hill and dalet. My haa4 becakM gidd^ 
when I kK>ked di^wn. this precipice of a tbemMMMl 
feet, the 'base of whii^h waji, &iti94 by the wateif 
of the Nar« 

At Narni ure were hot badly accoiMiiadated t 
our beds^ bovrever, were deligbtfoUy clean^ aad 
malgr^ oiir frugal fi^re of bread and maoaroiiH 
our sleep was sound and refreshing* The fob' 
lowing morning we proceeded to Terai, and 
reached that town about seven o'clock.. Fresa 
hen^ee we hired a carriage^ and cltnabed lip the nA^ 
joining ridge to view the falls^ which araaiid to be 
ibemoet famous in Europe. The height of the 
principal fall is calculated at 970 feet^^heM ah 
immense body of water tumbles over tahe ledge, 
and foaming amongst rocks and predpices 
joins the Yeltino, at about a mile from fhe ibet 
of the mountain j which becoming tributery to 
the Nar, noUs afterwards inflo the Tiber. / 

This waterfali is poduced by an ^Mificial cut 
in the raouiilaiiiy executed by the Bondan Consul 
Marois Curios Deotatus, in the year of RcMne 
478i Tkis was the ftusoas Roman wko defeated 
Pyrrbos, and was aa thoaaugUy proof against 
kis bribes ani 41attify« 1m timse dskys the kdee 
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#£ Ytttiiio e^rfioU^ed the mbole df the UMe 
hMiAiive Tera^ Mid reodenid it uiitiilialNtabbs 
jBraigrthelprefeLteitipait ef fefae year ; iiuit Marais 
OuffSHB B^tflbatus kaviii^ vtat the canal in ;qiiai»4 
Mi^M0weA tht saperflttoM w«bem to esoapo, 
wiaiieaJkted itbis pbta one t>f /tbe m«6t abmlH 
dAiitia italjr. 

• After fetwuii)^ to our inii, \re pnrstled fCMar 
lmiirsi& toWttrds.FIoreotse, aaVl airiiired, aboiit tea 
0^h>i;k Mt liig|hU.«» the ^bowm of Fenugia, fwhidk 
is Df JCMMtderableieKt^at^ and huaAt ^alsa on tbe 
top of a jfnemitim]. JkAer feaititt^ Terav tbb 
|Mtd ^laaint ev^r a tofetably fbigji raag'e of Jriill^ 
tfrttpidbiogf tMlfrmi the AppcAmines. : Hiese v< 
xrtre.obiiged to use 1>alkNcbi ;im tfae&^t tiBA6» 
iNid'ta 4e$ceiidiig the anamtain, an the ttorthera 
nide^ we brok^ Ihe shoe ef oar carrier iKrheeL-M* 
At feiboiH two o'^dook we arrived at iho foot 
of tbw MDg^et and untii we reached, the hiU^ 
iqp(0n which Perugia is bailt^ we .gjalloped o¥er 
a fiae ehwotp^gne cocmtry at the rate of i«^bt 
or ten miles ga hottr. .About mm^tiM in tbe 
^t^hi^g.we teet a gtn^t .oomber- of pea^ants^ 
faiog, I febcy, to soma m^YyviakiOg in the 
M^hbrarhoofd ; 4hey were aio^ngjtbBriiiiiper 
bynm to the Tii^n with ymry fiteaaiitg effeoti 
¥nim I^mgia the ^oantrjr appeansd ;$o rersf 
moantatnous, that we expeeted the ieiiemng 
dfty to hare a tedious joaraey^.: btrt; wo yt^n^ 
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agreeably disappointed, to find (%fter passing 
the oioantaios, id the bosom of which tlw 
lake of that name is sitnated) that the road 
passed over a beantifnily fertile valley nearty 
as level as a billiard table. At aboat twrive 
o'clock we arrived suddenly in sight of the lovelj 
lake of Peragia, than which nothing can be 
more beantifal. It is famous for being the 
tfcene of Hannibal^s victory ov« the Consul 
FJaminios, and was thence called the Jake Thra- 
symenus. Hannibal, after having crossed the 
Alps, and fought the battles of the Ticin and 
Trebia, was pursuing his course towards Rome, 
when he learnt the Consul Flaminius was fol* 
lowing him; aware that the character of this 
chief was fierce and passionate, he first incensed 
him by laying waste the beautiful couutry in the 
neighbourhood of the lake, and then drew him, 
with the Roman arm^p, into a pass between the 
mountains, where the state of the weather being 
favourable to surprise, the Consul Flaminius was 
totally defeated, and fi^en thousand of hia 
army taken prisoners. We looked for the field 
of battle described by Polybius, and thought we 
could trace the scene of Roman disgrace. But 
since that period the face of the country must be 
so much changed, that a little force of imagina^ 
tion is essential to the discovery. The travelle^ 
will, I think, be a good deal struck with the 
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di0WeDce between the pdice of the papal and 
tlie Tuscan dominions. We entered the Areh-^ 
dnke*^ territory about three pc^ts on this side of 
Perugia^ and were treated with more kindness 
and civility than we had experienced since we 
set out on our jonrney. On crossing the barrier 
we requested the custom master to seal oiir 
tranks, which protected us from any furtheir 
search dinring our progress through the Tus-- 
can dominions. This night we «lept at Ares^ 
n>, a very considerable town, built in a valley 
of the Appennines. The following day*s jour-» 
uey was^ hill and dale almost the whole way 
to Florence ; we were amply compensated, how* 
everi for the occasional slowness of our progress^ 
by the lovely picturesque scenery of the Appen* 
nines, which was eternally changing from cloud* 
capt mountains to myrtle-clad cottages — from 
roaring torrents to placid sireams-r-we arrived 
about four o'clock in the afternoon, and took up 
our abode at Schneider's bote), on the. banks 
of the '' silver Amo/' a hooae of entertain- 
ment I strongly recommend to any friend of 
mine who may be passing through Italy. Here, 
lor the first time, we totally lost sight of fleas, 
and during our day's journey through the Tus** 
can dominions, we only ^w two priests I 

The night of our arrival we drove through the 
public gardens of thi9 metropoly, which are 
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bestitifiil beyond meMure; in ny 6[ttoioii, fiu* 
superior to the famed Corso at Naples ; bat peo* 
pie are so bigotted in their admiration of the last 
oifrfy ^ait I way as \wll.ba silent on the subject. 
We alao visited the opera of Persia, which itt 
some respects, I think superior to St* Carlo; 
The bouse itself is <by no means so laagipificaity 
bat tbe performanoe, I thiiik, much more tt^ 
spectabie. The piece repi^seBted was^tbe fitasaa 
Ladra — the Maid and tile Magpie^; die<same 
I -saw performed tat Naples ; and, I tbbdL, after 
seeiaig both, Ibe^me at Fk)reQce is infinilely piie* 
ferable. it is true, there is no male fiiiiger equal 
t»il^a¥id; but, with this single 43XCieptioci, itbe 
srbole of the dramatis persona are equal, *aad 
many of ^lieai rery superior^ ^adam Mom^ 
bdU,nii^ho performs Ni^ietta, sin^ most divinely ^ 
much superioT to Cblebvafud ; and mneh (o ber 
credit she ts 9iol ^A<me her ^MJnas^ ; die con- 
descends 4o act ibe character that is assigned 4o 
tier; she doe^ not, like Ciotobrand, conclude ia 
pathetic 'Song w4%h a burst of horse iaoghter. 
Madame Evelina QBmsaa, - who enacts the young 
#41lager, ftppo, titngs ateo eKcefidkiegif' w«U. 
.The 4kiet t^etween Iter ^and Sigaora MombeIR 
is the ftiekt lliitvg I ei^er beard ; tmd if I was 
here for a month,'! ^faocdd every ciigbt attend the 

'* MsMjproperfyAsMagineTyeC 
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repre^pntation of the Maid and the Magpie, 
The Ballet at Pergola is wretchedly :bad ; the 
daocing ludicroas. — Here St. Carlo has the ad- 
vaatage, as the dresses and decorations are so 
much more magnificent. The house is very 
handsome, but much inferior to St. Carlo. 

Florence is a most beautiful town, and will, I 
think, excite the admiration of any traveller. Thie 
streets are exceedingly clean. The houses very 
well built, and many of them remarkable for 
having the basement stories like the wall of 
a fortification. This precautionary measure was 
necessary in former days to guard against the in- 
ternal riots, to which this city was subject. The 
River Arno runs through the city, and is conr 
oepted by three very handsome bridges. One of 
them, the Ponte della Trinita, is remarkable for 
its lightness and beauty* The stream of the 
Arno, however, at this season of the year, is so 
Tsry shallow, that they are obliged to dam it up 
below the town, to produce a body of water for 
the eye to rest upon. As we, advance north- 
ward» the beauty of the female sex gradually 
improves. The Romans are much handsomer 
than the Neapolitans, and the Florentines much 
handsomer than the Romans. Some of the wo- 
Biiea we saw. on the evening of our arrival (which 
chanced to be Sunday) were remarkably beau- 
tifal. 

T 
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To-tJay, 9d tK Au^^a*, ^e visitai thie Fforetfi- 
^ine gttllery of pointings aad srtatnes. Btefe t 
few the fatti()fus V^nas tiJe Medici, wfitcti w 
isarpttsiti^Iy bedutiful, and i^eH deserves the 
frapturons encotmtHns bestowed upoli it by the 
cognoscenti. The isatne gallery tonfarins olAfer 
Specimens of exqnistte scilljpMire. An Apollo, 
two wre.^tlers, and %i viare sfMrpetiing Ins kmfe, 
knd over-hearing a conspiracy. Nejtt to the 
VentDs tie Medici, this last sta%ae is tAy fe^ 
Vbrtte.-^ln tifais g^lierjr tbete ^re sotue Tematk^ 
^b)y fine paintingn. An Hterodiad by lieonainld 
"di Vinci, tjf whidh Mtmson has a copy, and a St. 
^bhn by Raph^t, are bcfth ^fk^ S^euvresj bat 
this small apartment is allotted to the vi^y hesft 
^ecimens of the *arts. Passiti[g ^longthe'fiM; 
Wrridor, the traveller "Will dbsefVe a picftut^a ^t 
the fart^iest end, dn his /e/% hand, Wbrdi t am 
tnncfh mistaken, if he does not 'stop to x^ntein^ 
plate. It is sarprrstngly well 'execnted, but the 
Colouring is bfed. Two ItaH&n ladies amused 
me at the time I was looking at it, by the apt^ 
ness of liieir remarks. SEti^lish ladies genefrfl^ly 
took at it alone. The fiead of a Mary Mag- 
dalen, of winch Mtotisote 'has also a <3d{iy> is sttr- 
prisingly beautfful. Joseph mi fikifimth wVe, 
Titian's Yenns, and, in 8lbM«, tiund)-^ <$f 'pakrt- 
tngs atid statues,^ the fkreisN; slttists in tbewmiid, 
will engage the traveller's attention some bMt* 
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$ta the Ftar&ntiD9 gattenf. { mjinst {M>t ifx^it to 
4iotke Niobe and her chiMf eni wkQ ^Qcf^ 0^)0 
Ihfgk gallery, and are wffrristn^l j weil exet;;D|^. 
' Sfif«*-^'Ko-4iay we yiuited th^ mausojieMVi of th^ 

maonwkiemts -of moderfi vaniti/ . existtLng. . It is a 
inif-^idbed chapel^ built lof tJup-qoort 4»|>en$iy^ 
anateriaki ioloid with mwhfe anil pri»cious spawp 
«aC iiAiagnt erery dfiMsripitton, aiH} ^ptended ^ 
Imaad idown tke nameaof (lie Jb^tt of ih^ Alie^if i 
haaikj to posterity.. Tb^^ are aik tsarcapb^fi 
4)f fvaniie raitmindiiDg ibe ch^^l/ onj^ ^^e i^f 
^iiich ia fiMshed. In )the eoiPMt tbAt syaw^pynto 
-lihfti lotfibi mmooegsk other, pf^m^ ^tenes, ther^ jjs 
-m niby nebrly as iAg as ^ ftin^n's eg^g. 7^ 
Aottly, howennor^ AnaoDW eadlinclt. The ^tfap^qr 
of Auatiia^ baa /aeiBeti tlie iprf^piorty^aiid I £^kni>y 
:the amuoleuciiii wiU nerer be .finiabed. . 1^^ 
alyk af ardiiteotuae is DHiofa Hba laawe fts ibe 
liaiiliieon at Rome. 

From hence I ppbeaadad to i isit the cabinet 
9£ natural bistory, srarii wbicb I tras ^ery npuch 
gMlifiad. Here the atran^^wniU ia&t tbe aoft- 
temy of /dieibaKian body 4ft wax figures, wbifth 
a^ene oomnderad «a wonderfoliy fine, 'tbat Bwa- 
parte 4ook them wiftb^m to fiwris, Tiieyi^Te 
atuce bMn rertoaed to :tbe rcity Ao idiicb they 
4elMigi I wovld aidnriae lany airoBian to 9^iaid 
-«fa|s gaMery. lio me tfae qpecknens ywm, in 
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many instancesi very disgusting; but samepeopk 
are fond of seeing sights. In the apartment al* 
lotted to reptiles, I saw my old friend, a Java* 
nese ghecko. Three or four representations of 
pestilence in Egypt, are very disgusting. Every 
stage of that horrible disease appears to be well 
delineated from the first symptoms of the patient 
until the body is corruption in a cemetery, with 
reptiles crawling on the surface, and through in- 
terstices in the flesh. Whilst writing this journal, 
I was interrupted to listen to two ballad singers, 
who were smging a national air more sweetly 
than any thing of the kind I ever heard. They 
sang first and second, and accompanied them- 
selves with a guitar exceedingly well. I was so 
delighted with the duett, that I sent immediately 
to procure it ; and since my arrival in England, 
my kind friend. Lady Torrens, so remai-kable for 
her musical talents, has done me the favor to ar- 
range it for two voices, which I have taken the 
liberty to insert in this work. 

I am here most reluctantly compelled to close 
my Journal, and take leave of my friends at the 
foot of the Appennines. I unfortunately commen- 
ced the labour of printing this correspondence atso 
late a period, that the ship upon which I have taken 
my passage, will certainly sail to India without 
me, if I remain until the whple Journal be 
struck off. I shall endeavour^ however, to pre- 
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pare the remaining part of this letter for the 
press, if the departure of the ship should be 
postponed, and I shall now entreat my kind 
readers to be merciful. The letters have been 
faithfully printed from a Journal hastily written; 
and as authenticity will be their only pretension, 
I trust they will escape criticism. 

Imidon, February 23, 1820. 
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Arranged for t\ro Voices by Lady Torrefla. 






Quan.4 to 6 ya o go il . tuQ be) 
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vol - to ca ra ninfa il cor mi 
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i>H{^n 



-P-^ 
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P^ ^^ JJ J j^ 
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ra tua vir- 
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^ht rr r ? ^-f-f 
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f:5=:S 



se - DO di va - gh'ez - za 
sa - nd di ¥a - ghez 
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• 4^. ; i: j|-^ 
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DoirNA. 

So che amore in sen Qon senti 
E per me ti rendi ingratQ 
E sei Unto dispietato 
A chi affetto ti port6 
Dttnque invano i miei sospiri 
Son per te gettati a1 vento 
Ogni lacrima, e lamento 
Solo air aure il cor Tersd. 
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Pa)t«> Line. 

13 • • 9 for carried forward, read carried on, 

— •• 27 dele other, 

80 • • 10 dele along. 

36 •• 25 /or participation, reacf exertion. 

44 • • 10 for laying, read lying. 

45 • • 14 for blowing a S. E. gale of wind nine months of the year, 

read a S. E, gale of wind blowing nine months of the year* 

54 ... 16 btfore qmt^y read there vtslh. 

55 •• 16 /or geographical, read statistical. 
84 • • fi2 for duties, read revenues. 

89 •• 25 /or capital, rtfa(2 pediment. 

100 •• 3 /or baUamed,fea(i embalmed. 

109 •• 28 /or was, reai were. 

181 • • 15 for rather fortuitous, read rather fttvoorable to us« 

207 •• 24 /or amphitheatre, read theatre. 

. . 25 for arena, read scene. 



BAEHAID AMD FABLKY, 
Skinntr Street, Ltndon, 
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